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IFC MARSEC Weekly Report

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)
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For the period of 03 - 09 Jan 26, the number of incidents reporf'éd by the IFC within the AOI are

as follows:
Catenory Number of Number of Page
Updates Incidents Reference
Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 4
Maritime Incidents (MI) 0 10 5-8
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF) 0 6 9-10
0 12 1112
Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 2 13
Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 0 14
Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 15
Others 0 0 16
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Incidents:
Out of Reporting Period:

01 Jan - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bangladeshi-Flagged Fishing Vessel/ No Injury/ Underway/
Off Inani Beach, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 1Jan, the Bangladesh Coast Guard rescued 10 fishermen and their fishing vessel after
another fishing boat requested help on their behalf via VHF. The distressed vessel was
located 15nm off Inani Beach, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, when it encountered sea robbers
who boarded the vessel and robbed them of their fish catch, food supplies, engine, battery,
and all necessary equipment aboard before setting the boat adrift. The Coast Guard
provided first aid and necessary food supplies before escorting them and their vessel
safely alongside for handover to the owner

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/bsvkrwxd

05 Jan - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tug & Barge/ No Injury/ Underway/ Eastbound Lane of TSS,
Singapore Strait/ DB060126

1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving Singapore-flagged tugboat, towing a
barge, when transiting in the Eastbound Lane of TSS, Singapore Strait (1°15'38.4"N
104°04'43.8"E) on 05 Jan, at around 13:41 (UTC+8). Ship Master reportedly sighted unknown
numbers of perpetrators onboard the barge.

2. Ship master reported that perpetrators had disembarked, all crew are safe and some
scrap metal was stolen. The vessel does not require any assistance, and will continue her
voyage to NPOC, Vietnam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)

IFC Comments:
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details.
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03 Jan - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Panama-Flagged Cargo Vessel/ No Injury/ Anchored/ Off
Buan Batangas, Philippines/ DB060126

On 3 Jan, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) intercepted five unauthorised individuals
attempting to illegally board a cargo vessel with intent to commit theft at the vicinity
waters off Bauan, Batangas, Philippines.

At around 20:00 (UTC+8) the PCG team conducted seaborne patrol operations, following a
report of an alleged theft involving an anchored vessel.

At approximately 23:50 (UTC+8), the team intercepted a motorbanca attempting to board
the cargo vessel.

One individual was apprehended onboard the motorbanca, where cables were recovered,
indicating preparation for illegal activity. Other suspected accomplices were believed to be
onboard the vessel.

Additional maritime law enforcement personnel were deployed to secure the area and
conduct perimeter patrols.

A comprehensive search of the vessel resulted in the apprehension of four more
individuals onboard.

All five respondents were brought to the Coast Guard Sub-Station Bauan for
documentation and medical examination.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.facebook.com/coastguardph/posts/pfbid0FZn9Jhy1t6c3nELT8nKu52M154ct5
D6f7xLGeYzhC4DstvJkéjByh4JrPQ5aEB4ul?rdid=fv7n46wqXa8lJVIL
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NSTR
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (M)

Incidents:

06 Jan - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Da Nang,
Vietnam/ DB070126

On 6 Jan, a fishing vessel sank due to water ingress off Da Nang, Vietnam. SAR was
conducted and there were six rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/bat-giu-xu-ly-tau-ca-van-chuyen-trai-phep-hon-
100000-lit-dau-tren-bien-post499357.html

05 Jan - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 9 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Weipa, Australia/
DB070126

On 5 Jan, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off Weipa, Australia. SAR
was conducted and there were nine rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
AMSA Report

06 Jan - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operations/ 2 Tug Boat/ Johor Waters, Malaysia/
DB090126

On 6 Jan, local authorities detained two tugboats for unauthorised operations in Johor
Waters, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/two-tugboats-detained-for-illegal-
anchoring-off-johor-waters

03 Jan - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/1Fishing Vessel/ 33 Rescued/ SAR/ Gulf of Thailand,
Thailand/ DB090126

On 3 Jan, a fishing vessel sank due to bad weather in the Gulf of Thailand. SAR was
conducted and there were 33 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
THAI MECC
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Out of Reporting Period:

02 Jan - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Bayu Undan Gas
Field, Timor Sea/ DB050126

On 2 Jan, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure in Bayu Undan Gas Field,
Timor Sea. SAR was conducted and there were six rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
AMSA Report 2026/59

02 Jan - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 1 Dead/ Off Lam Dong, Vietnam/
DB050126

On 2 Jan, a fishing vessel sank due to bad weather off Lam Dong, Vietham.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
laodong.vn

02 Jan - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ 1 Passenger Vessel/ 12 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Brunei
Waters, Brunei/ DB050126

On 2 Jan, a passenger vessel sank due to bad weather off Brunei Waters, Brunei. SAR was
conducted and there were 12 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.theborneopost.com/2026/01/03/12-escape-unhurt-after-speedboat-sinks-
in-brunei-waters/

31 Dec - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 8 Rescued/ SAR/ Northern Bay of
Bengal, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 31 Dec, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure in the Northern Bay of
Bengal, Bangladesh. SAR was conducted and there were eight rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/5xynjew

31 Dec - Equipment Failure/ Bad Weather/ 1 Passenger Vessel/ 45 Rescued/ SAR/
Southern Maldives, Maldives/ DB060126

On 31 Dec, a passenger vessel experienced equipment failure due to bad weather in
Southern Maldives. SAR was conducted and there were 45 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://mndf.gov.mv/mndf/en/news-article-dhiv.php?article=5916
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31 Dec - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ 1 Small Boat/ 2 Rescued/ SAR/ Phuket, Thailand/
DB090126

On 31 Dec, a small boat went adrift due to equipment failure off Phuket, Thailand. SAR was
conducted and there were two rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
THAI MECC
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGULATED FISHING (IUUF)

Incidents:

06 Jan - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 6 Local Fishermen
Arrested/ Fishing Non-Permitted Species/ Wennappuwa, Sri Lanka/ DB070126

On 6 Jan, local authorities detained one local fishing vessel and arrested six local
fishermen due to fishing non-permitted species in Wennappuwa, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Six-arrested-with-over-850kg-of-illegal-
shark-meat-in-Wennappuwa/108-329597

04 Jan - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Chinese Fishing Vessel/ License of Fishing Vessel/
Off Mokpo, ROK/ DB070126

On 4 Jan, local authorities detained two Chinese fishing vessels due to license of fishing
vessel off Mokpo, ROK.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://n.news.naver.com/article/003/00136925257sid=102

Out of Reporting Period:

01 Jan - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 16 Local Fishermen
Arrested/ Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Off Inani Beach, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 1Jan, local authorities detained one local fishing vessel and arrested 16 local fishermen
due to fishing with illegal gear off Inani Beach, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/3k2898mé

01 Jan - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Indian Fishing Vessel Detained/ 11 Indian Fishermen
Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ DB050126

On 1 Jan, local authorities detained one Indian fishing vessel and arrested 11 Indian
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel off Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2026/01/02/202601021500/
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02 Jan - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Indian Fishing Vessels Detained/ 9 Indian Fishermen
Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ DB060126

On 2 Jan, local authorities detained two Indian fishing vessels and arrested nine Indian
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel off Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2026/01/05/202601051400/

09 Dec - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 4 Local Fishing Vessels Detained/ License of Fishermen/
Off Kawthaung, Myanmar/ DB060126

On 9 Dec, local authorities detained four local fishing vessels due to license of fishermen
off Kawthaung, Myanmar.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://myawady.net.mm/ttraamwngscmiucun-cksunchiimaa-caaseaakkunpccnnymaa-
luusunkunpccnnymaa
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Incidents:

03 Jan - Fuel/ Diesel (1,500 Litres)/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ From Unknown through Bangladesh
to Myanmar/ St. Martin's Island, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 3 Jan, local authorities seized 1,500 litres of diesel from a fishing vessel in St Martin’s
Island, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/m89ynré8

05 Jan - Domestic Products/ Cement (430 Bags) and Fertiliser (12 Bags)/ 1 Fishing Vessel
Detained/ From Bangladesh to Myanmar/ Off Bankkhali, Bangladesh/ DB060126

On 5 Jan, local authorities seized 430 bags of cement and 12 bags of fertiliser from a fishing
vessel off Bankkhali, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.parbattanews.com/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%95%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%B8%E0%Ab
%AC%EQ0%A6%BE%EQ0%A6%9C%EQ0%A6%BE%EQ0%A6%B0%EQ%AT%8T -
%E0%A6%95%E0%AT%8B%EQ0%A6%B8%EQ%AT%8D%EQ%A6%IF -
%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%A1%E0%AT%87-2/

04 Jan - Domestic Products/ Cement (500 Bags)/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ From Bangladesh to
Myanmar/ St. Martins Island, Bangladesh/ DB060126

On 4 Jan, local authorities seized 500 bags of cement from a fishing vessel in St. Martin’s
Island, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.parbattanews.com/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%95%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%B8%E0%Ab
%AC%E0%A6%BE%EQ0%A6%9C%EQ0%A6%BE%EQ0%A6%B0%EQ0%AT%8T -
%E0%A6%95%E0%AT%8B%EQ0%A6%B8%EQ0%AT%8D%EQ%A6%IF -
%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%A1%E0%AT%87-2/
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04 Jan - Domestic Products/ Cement (270 Bags) and Fertiliser (50 Bags)/ 1 Fishing Vessel/
From Bangladesh to Myanmar/ Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh/ DB060126

On 4 Jan, local authorities seized 270 bags of cement and 50 bags fertiliser from a fishing
vessel in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://theterritorialnews.com/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B0 -
%E0%A6%AA%ED%A6%ASHED%ATY%8T-
%E0%A6%AE%REQ0%A6%BE%EQ%A6%AF%EQ0%A6%BC%EQ0%A6%BE%EQ%A6%AB8%ED%A6%AEY
E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%AT%87-%E0%A6%AA%EQ0%A6%BE%EQ0%A6%IA%ED%A6%BE/

05 Jan - Fuel/ Diesel Oil (101,000 Litres)/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ Hon Chuoi Island, Vietnam/
DB070126

On 5 Jan, local authorities seized 101,000 litres of diesel oil from a fishing vessel in Hon
Chuoi Island, Vietnam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/bat-giu-xu-ly-tau-ca-van-chuyen-trai-phep-hon-
100000-lit-dau-tren-bien-post499357.html

06 Jan - Tobacco/ Cigerattes (332 Master Cases)/ 1 Small Boat/ From Philippines to
Unknown/ Off Malanipa Island, Philippines/ DB080126

On 6 Jan, local authorities seized 322 master cases of cigerattes from a small boat off
Malanipa Island, Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/pnp.pio/posts/pfbid02A6R4ailHon3gEFz3ijalMoz2AéMsTEaiou
L6VEXreJGJMSBRSxWSNUDip5xtW4fél

Out of Reporting Period:

02 Jan - Domestic Products/ Cement (600 Bags)/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ From Bangladesh to
Myanmar/ St. Martin's Island, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 2 Jan, local authorities seized 600 bags of cement from a fishing vessel in St Martin’s
Island, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/m89ynré8
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01 Jan - Drugs/ Meth (10,000 Pieces)/ 1 Small Boat/ From Unknown to Bangladesh/ Cox's
Bazar, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 1 Jan, local authorities seized 10,000 pieces of meth from a small boat in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tinyurl.com/4sbf4a32

01 Jan - Natural Resources/ Kendu leaves (224kg)/ Unknown Vessel/ From Unknown to
Sri Lanka/ Negombo Lagoon, Sri Lanka/ DB050126

On 1 Jan, local authorities seized 224kg of kendu leaves from an unknown vessel in
Negombo Lagoon, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2026/01/03/202601031100/

20 Dec - Natural Resources/ Betel Nuts (27 Tons)/ 3 Cargo Vessels/ From Unknown to
Vietnam/ Vinh Thuc, Vietnam/ DB060126

On 20 Dec, local authorities seized 27 tons of bezel nuts from three cargo vessels in Vinh
Thuc, Vietham.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baophapluat.vn/don-bien-phong-van-gia-bat-giu-27-tan-hang-hoa-khong-ro-
nguon-goc.html

03 Jan - Natural Resources/ Kendu Leaves (554kg)/ 1 Small Boat/ From Unknown to Sri
Lanka/ Off Wennappuwa, Sri Lanka/ DB070126

On 3 Jan, local authorities seized 554kg of kendu leaves from a small boat off Wennappuwa,
Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2026/01/06/202601061000/

02 Jan - Domestic Products/ Onions (133.5 Tons)/ Unknown Vessel/ Tanjung Emas Port,
Indonesia/ DB080126

On 2 Jan, local authorities seized 133.5 tons of onions from an unknown vessel at Tanjung
Emas Port, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.malukuterkini.com/2026/01/04/barantin-gagalkan-penyelundupan-bawang-
bombai/
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM)

Incidents:

03 Jan - Irregular Human Migration/ 1 Small Boat/ 273 Rohingya Migrants Arrested/ From
Bay of Bengal to Malaysia/ Off St Martin's Island, Bangladesh/ DB050126

On 3 Jan, local authorities arrested 273 Rohingya migrants from a small boat off St Martin’s
Island, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://rohingyakhobor.com/bangladesh-navy-arrests-273-rohingya-attempting-to-
reach-malaysia-by-sea/
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC)

NSTR
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SECTION I: OTHERS

NSTR
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and
inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional
Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security
rounds).

4. All mariners to take note of the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Qé6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel:  +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
Fax: +65 65945734

The IFC seeks your observations during your normal business. The IFC would like to remind
mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy
requirements and health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/
flag authorities.
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL

2025

IFC Infographic on CCTV Footage and Photo Evidence of Sea Robbery Incidents in the Singapore
Strait

IFC Recommended Measures to Deter Unauthorised Boardings in Singapore Strait

IFC Spot Commentary 02/25 - Phillip Channel - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night on 5 Jun 2025
IFC Spot Commentary 01/25 - Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2025

2024

IFC Spot Commentary 03/24 -Phillip Channel - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night
IFC Spot Commentary 02/24 - Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2024
IFC Spot Commentary 01/24 - Singapore Strait - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night

2023

IFC Spot Commentary 01/23 - Observations of Three TRAPS Incidents in One Night, Phillip
Channel, Singapore Strait

2022

IFC Spot Commentary 01/22 - Observations of Sea Theft Incidents Involving Tugs and Barges in
Waters off Tanjung Piai and Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait in 2022

2021

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines

2020

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait

Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of
Interest (AOI)

Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore
Strait and Approaches

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted
Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage.
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2019

IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches

IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019

IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai,
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019

2018

IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 - Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah

IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 - Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1", Off
Semporna.

IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 - Attempted Actions on Tugboat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 - Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore
Strait and its approaches - January to December 2017.

2017

IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 - Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran,
Sulu, Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 - Attempted Piracy / Oil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 - Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait.
IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 - Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

2016
IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 - Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and
Southern Philippines.
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of
concern in accordance with the IFC’'s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both
published by the UK Hydrographic Office.

................
T T T T T Y ™
CPPPERROOOER SRS S

SAEFEAND SECURE
SEAS FOR ALL

103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Changi Naval Base

information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg +65 6594 5734
& www.ifcorg.sg @ +65 9626 8965
a http://bit.ly/Information_Fusion_Centre @ +65 6594 5728 / 5705

O https://twitter.com/Info_Fusion_Ctr



