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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)
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For the period of 19 - 25 Apr 25, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are

as follows:
Category Number of Number of Page
Updates Incidents Reference
Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 4
Maritime Incidents (MI) 0 10 5-7
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF) 0 9 8-10
0 13 11-13
Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 1 14
Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 0 15
Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 16
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Incidents:

21 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tanker, Panama-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ Philip
Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB210425

1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving Panama-flagged tanker, as vessel
transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°04'55.8"N 103°42'20.4"E) on 21 Apr, at
01:34 (UTC +8). Crew reportedly sighted three perpetrators armed with knives in the engine
room.

2. Ship master reported that all crew are safe and accounted for. The vessel does not
require any assistance and will continue her voyage to NPOC, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)

IFC Comments:
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details.

20 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Container Vessel, Liberia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/
Philip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB210425

1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving Liberia-Flagged Container Vessel, as
vessel transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait on 20 Apr, at 05:00 (UTC +8). Crew
reportedly sighted six perpetrators with gun-like objects on the upper deck.

2. Ship master reported that all crew was accounted for and assistance from PCG was
required for the ship search. Vessel will be returning to Singapore before continuing her
voyage to NPOC, Tanjung Priok.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)

IFC Comments:
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details.
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22 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bulk Carrier, Marshall Islands-Flagged/ No Injury/
Underway/ Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB230425

1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving Marshall Islands-flagged bulk carrier,
as the vessel transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°05'24.0"N 103°34'25.2"E)
on 22 Apr, at 23:00 (UTC +8). The crew reportedly sighted four perpetrators armed with
knives in the engine room.

2. The shipmaster reported that some spare parts from the engine room were stolen, and
all crew are safe and accounted for. The vessel does not require any assistance and will
continue her voyage to NPOC, Singapore.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (M)

Incidents:

19 Apr - Collision-Grounding/ Cause Unknown/ Passenger Vessel/ 500 Rescued/ SAR/ Off
Bohol, Philippines/ DB220425

On 19 Apr, a passenger vessel ran aground due to unknown causes off Bohol, Philippines.
SAR was conducted and there were 500 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/500-passengers-rescued-after-roro-vessel-ran-
aground-in-bohol

22 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Fire-Explosion/ Fishing Vessel/ 14 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Samut
Sakhon, Thailand/ DB230425

On 22 Apr, a fishing vessel sank due to fire off Samut Sakhon, Thailand. SAR was conducted
and there were 14 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/166QqfGwsh/

22 Apr - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Tanker/ Unauthorised Anchorage/ Port
Klang, Malaysia/ DB250425

On 22 Apr, a tanker was detained due to unauthorised operation at Port Klang, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/14ZYDpiVge/

21 Apr - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Cargo Vessel/ Off Pangkor Island,
Malaysia/ DB250425

On 21 Apr, a cargo vessel was detained due to unauthorised operation off Pangkor Island,
Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/IERuxKhGgc/
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Out of Reporting Period:

18 Apr - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Small Boat/ Off Pulau Sarimbun,
Singapore/ DB210425

On 18 Apr, a small boat was detained due to unauthorised operation off Pulau Sarimbun,
Singapore.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/3-men-arrested-illegal-entry-singapore-
waters-police-coast-guard-injured-5075361

14 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ Cargo Vessel/ 5 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Nunukan,
Indonesia/ DB210425

On 14 Apr, a cargo vessel sank due to water ingress off Nunukan, Indonesia. SAR was
conducted and there were five rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://benuanta.co.id/index.php/2025/04/17 /tabrak-tunggul-kayu-kapal-pengangkut-
sembako-karam-di-sungai-sebuku/172750/11/16/26/#google_vignette

12 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Fishing Vessel/ 4 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Sukadana Bay,
Indonesia/ DB210425

On 12 Apr, a fishing vessel sank due to bad weather off Sukadana Bay, Indonesia. SAR
was conducted and there were four rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://mimbarmaritim.com/2025/04/15/kupp-kelas-iii-kendawangan-melaksanakan-
aksi-solidaritas-pelaut-evakuasi-abk-nelayan-km-bahari-12/

14 Apr - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ SAR/ Galle Fisheries Harbour,
Sri Lanka/ DB220425

On 14 Apr, a fishing vessel caught fire due to unknown causes at Galle Fisheries harbour,
Sri Lanka. SAR was conducted.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/04/17/202504171400/

16 Apr - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Passenger Vessel/ Off Surigao Del
Norte, Philippines/ DB230425

On 16 Apr, a passenger vessel was detained for unauthorised operation off Surigao Del
Norte, Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16GmPzHvrx/
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12 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Fishing Vessel/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Babi Island,
Indonesia/ DB230425

On 12 Apr, a fishing vessel sank due to bad weather off Babi Island, Indonesia. SAR was
conducted and there were six rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://tni.mil.id/view-254501-posal-labuhan-bajau-evakuasi-6-nelayan-di-perairan-
pulau-babi.html
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGULATED FISHING (IUUF)

Incidents:

19 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 6 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/
License of Fishing Vessel and License of Fishermen/ Off Kuantan, Malaysia/ DB220425

On 19 Apr, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested six foreign fishermen
due to license of fishing vessel and license of fishermen off Kuantan, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16Qe624tUz/

21 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 3 Foreign Fishermen Detained/
License of Fishing Vessel and License of Fishermen/ Off Lumut, Malaysia/ DB230425

On 21 Apr, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested three foreign fishermen
due to license of fishing vessel and license of fishermen off Lumut, Malaysia.

23 Apr - Poaching/ lllegal Fishing/ 1 Indonesian Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Koh
Lipe, Thailand/ DB250425

On 23 Apr, local authorities detained an Indonesian fishing vessel and arrested five foreign
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and fishing in prohibited areas off Koh Lipe,
Thailand.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18nS1SYr9v/

22 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/
License of Fishermen and Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ DB250425

On 22 Apr, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested five foreign fishermen
due to license of fishermen and fishing with illegal gear off Port Klang, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/14ZYDpiVge/
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22 Apr - Local/ lllegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing
with Illegal Gear/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ DB250425

On 22 Apr, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen due to
fishing with illegal gear off Pulau Buloh, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/IE2MHpHc58/

Out of Reporting Period:

14 Apr - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Foreign Fishing Vessels Detained/ Fishing with Illegal
Gear/ Off Subi-besar Island, Indonesia/ DB210425

On 14 Apr, local authorities detained two foreign fishing vessels due to fishing with illegal
gear off Subi-besar Island, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://gotvnews.co.id/kkp-tangkap-2-kapal-vietham-pencuri-ikan-di-perairan-natuna-
utara/

16 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/
Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Pulau Buloh, Malaysia/ DB230425

On 16 Apr, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested five foreign fishermen
due to fishing in prohibited areas off Pulau Buloh, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid0ZqjaWnGvZ6XSEhQyebrBVs5Zab
FSjvikeTEBjntIDMHy4sNCFTCqLDjyWq5dzbNU(2rdid=FCiXbwjYEcPHKL]

16 Apr - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Vietnamese Fishing Vessel Detained/ 6 Vietnamese
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off
Prachuap Khiri Khan, Thailand/ DB250425

On 16 Apr, local authorities detained a Vietnamese fishing vessel and arrested six
Vietnamese fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and fishing in prohibited areas off
Prachuap Khiri Khan, Thailand.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Thai Department of Fisheries
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15 Apr - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Viethamese Fishing Vessel Detained/ 4 Foreign
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off
Prachuap Khiri Khan, Thailand/ DB250425

On 15 Apr, local authorities detained a Viethamese fishing vessel and arrested four
Vietnamese fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and fishing in prohibited areas off
Prachuap Khiri Khan, Thailand.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AGii5YH3Q/
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Incidents:
19 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes/ Small Boat/ Off Zamboanga Del Sur, Philippines/ DB220425

On 19 Apr, local authorities seized cigarettes from a small boat off Zamboanga Del Sur,
Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/zamboanga/é6-arrested-p65-m-contraband-seized-in-
zambo-sur

22 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes/ Small Boat/ Domestic Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga Sibugay,
Philippines/ DB230425

On 22 Apr, local authorities seized cigarettes from a small boat off Zamboanga Sibugay,
Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1C4uzxPxJ5/

20 Apr - Natural Resources/ Kendu Leaves (302kg)/ Off India-Sri Lanka International
Maritime Boundary Line, India/ DB230425

On 16 Apr, local authorities seized 302kg of kendu leaves off India-Sri Lanka International
Maritime Boundary Line, India.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/india-news-indian-coat-guard-seizes-302-kg-
of-tendu-leaves-at-sea-in-anti-narcotics-operation-6799065.html/amp

24 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (347,200 Sticks)/ Ashore/ Domestic Smuggling/ Off Makassar,
Indonesia/ DB250425

On 24 Apr, local authorities seized 374,200 sticks of cigarettes ashore off Makassar,
Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://makassar.antaranews.com/berita/590737/bea-cukai-makassar-gagalkan-
penyelundupan-347200-batang-rokok-ilegal-lewat-ekspedisi
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23 Apr - Wildlife/ Dried Giant Clams (200kg) and Frozen Pangolins (100kg)/ Small Boat/
From Sabah to Philippines/ Off Kudat, Sabah/ DB250425

On 23 Apr, local authorities seized 200kg of dried giant clams and 100kg of frozen pangolins
off Kudat, Sabah.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16DgtpCLWU/

23 Apr - Domestic Products/ Cardamom (240kg), Cardamom Seeds (200kg) and Phones
(59)/ Small Boat/ Off Alankuda, Sri Lanka/ DB250425

On 23 Apr, local authorities seized 240kg of cardamom, 200kg of cardamom seeds and 59
phones from a small boat off Alankuda, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/04/23/202504231715/

22 Apr - Domestic Products and Natural Resources/ Agrochemicals (1,156 Bottles and 4,224
Packs), Kendu Leaves (67.8kg), Cardamom (75.3kg)/ Small Boat/ Off Negombo, Sri Lanka/
DB250425

On 22 Apr, local authorities seized 1,156 bottles and 4,224 packs of agrochemicals, 67.8kg
of kendu leaves and 75.3kg of cardamom from a small boat off Negombo, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/04/23/202504231700/

21 Apr - Natural Resources/ Gold (8.96kg)/ Small Boat/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/
DB250425

On 21 Apr, local authorities seized 8.96kg of gold from a small boat off Talaimannar, Sri
Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/04/22/202504221615/

Out of Reporting Period:

04 Apr - Domestic Product/ Electronic Goods/ Container Vessel/ From Hong Kong to China/
Kwai Chung Container Terminal, Hong Kong/ DB210425

On 4 Apr, local authorities seized electronic goods from a container vessel at Kwai Chung
Container Terminal, Hong Kong.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.customs.gov.hk/en/customs-announcement/press-
release/index_id_4564.htm|?p=1&y=&m=
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03 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (1,250 Cartons)/ Small Boat/ Off Tanjung Kindana, Brunei/
DB210425

On 3 Apr, local authorities seized 1,250 cartons of cigarettes from a small boat off Tanjung
Kindana, Brunei.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.polis.gov.bn/Lists/News/IltemDisplayForm.aspx?ID=2566&Source=https%3A%
2F%2Fwww%2Epolis%2Egov%2Ebn%2FLists%2FNews%2FAllltems%2Easpx&ContentTypeld
=0x01004EE1520DB09AC547981D92B83F9B1E48

16 Apr - Domestic Products/ Shampoo (3,200 Packs), Cosmetic Cream (376 Bottles), Soap
(75 Bars)/ Adrift/ Off Kiranchi, Sri Lanka/ DB220425

On 16 Apr, local authorities seized 3,200 packs of shampoo, 376 bottles of cosmetic cream
and 75 bars of soap adrift off Kiranchi, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/04/17/202504171500/

18 Apr - Fuel/ Diesel Oil (8,000 Litres)/ Fishing Vessel/ Domestic Smuggling/ Off Tra Vinh,
Vietham/ DB230425

On 18 Apr, local authorities seized 8,000 litres of diesel oil from a fishing vessel off Tra
Vinh, Vietnam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/dieu-tra-xu-ly-tau-ca-cho-dau-do-khong-ro-nguon-
goc-post489061.html

16 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (49 Cases)/ Domestic Smuggling/ Off Isio Barangay,
Philippines/ DB230425

On 16 Apr, local authorities seized 49 cases of cigarettes off Isio Barangay, Philippines.
News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.facebook.com/DNNNegrosOffical/posts/flash-report4th-sou-seizes-php-
294-million-worth-of-smuggled-cigarettes-in-seabo/680193591068706/
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM)

Incidents:

19 Apr - Irregular Human Migration/ Unknown Vessel/ 7 Indonesian Migrants/ From
Indonesia to Malaysia/ Off Sebatik Island, Indonesia/ DB230425

On 19 Apr, local authorities arrested seven Indonesian migrants from an unknown vessel
off Sebatik Island, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://tni.mil.id/view-254623-unsur-gabungan-satgasla-guspurla-koarmada-ii-
gagalkan-keberangkatan-cpmi-ilegal-ke-malaysia.html
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC)

NSTR
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SECTION I: OTHERS

NSTR
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and
inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional
Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security
rounds).

4. All mariners to take note of the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Qé6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel:  +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
Fax: +65 65945734

The IFC seeks your observations during your normal business. The IFC would like to remind
mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy
requirements and health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/
flag authorities.
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL

2025
IFC Spot Commentary 01/25 - Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2025
2024

IFC Spot Commentary 03/24 -Phillip Channel - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night
IFC Spot Commentary 02/24 - Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2024
IFC Spot Commentary 01/24 - Singapore Strait - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night

2023

IFC Spot Commentary 01/23 - Observations of Three TRAPS Incidents in One Night, Phillip
Channel, Singapore Strait

2022

IFC Spot Commentary 01/22 - Observations of Sea Theft Incidents Involving Tugs and Barges in
Waters off Tanjung Piai and Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait in 2022

2021

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines

2020

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait

Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of
Interest (AOI)

Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore
Strait and Approaches

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted
Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage.
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2019

IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches

IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019

IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai,
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019

2018

IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 - Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah

IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 - Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1", Off
Semporna.

IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 - Attempted Actions on Tugboat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 - Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore
Strait and its approaches - January to December 2017.

2017

IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 - Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran,
Sulu, Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 - Attempted Piracy / Oil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 - Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait.
IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 - Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

2016
IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 - Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and
Southern Philippines.
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of
concern in accordance with the IFC’'s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both
published by the UK Hydrographic Office.
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