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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)  

 

 
 
For the period of 05 – 11 Jul 25, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are as 
follows:  

 

Category 
Number of 

Updates 

Number of 

Incidents 

Page 

Reference 

Theft, Robbery, and Piracy at Sea (TRAPS) 0 11 2-6 

Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 7 

Maritime Incidents (MI) 0 7 8-9 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF) 0 7 10-11 

Contraband Smuggling (CS) 0 15 12-15 

Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 0 16 

Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 0 17 

Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 18 

Others 0 0 19 
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SECTION A: THEFT, ROBBERY AND PIRACY AT SEA (TRAPS) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
07 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bulk Carrier, Marshall Islands-Flagged/ No Injury/ 
Underway/ Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB070725 
 
1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving a Marshall Islands-flagged bulk 
carrier, as vessel transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°03'47.4"N 
103°38'00.0"E) on 7 Jul at 03:30 (UTC +8). The crew reportedly sighted three unarmed 
perpetrators in the engine room. 
 
2. The shipmaster reported that all crew are safe and accounted for, and nothing was 
stolen. The vessel does not require any assistance and will continue her voyage to NPOC, 
Singapore. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
 
06 Jul - Attempted Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tanker, Kuwait-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ 
Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB070725 
 
1. POCC reported an attempted boarding involving a Kuwait-flagged tanker, as vessel 
transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°03'46.2"N 103°37'19.8"E) on 6 Jul at 22:12 
(UTC +8). The crew reportedly sighted three perpetrators attempted to board the vessel. 
 
2. The shipmaster reported that all crew are safe and accounted for. The vessel does not 
require any assistance and will continue her voyage to NPOC, Qingdao, China. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
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06 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bulk Carrier, Marshall Islands-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ 
Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB070725 
 
1. POCC reported that an unauthorised boarding involving a Marshall Islands-flagged bulk 
carrier, as vessel transited along the Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1° 02'48.6 N 103° 
39'31.8 E) on 6 Jul, at 00:35 (UTC +8). 
 
2. Crew reportedly sighted five perpetrators armed with knives in the engine room. The 
ship crew sounded the alarm and mustered the crew for safety. All crew were accounted 
for with no injuries, and crew were unable to determine if items were stolen yet. The vessel 
will continue her voyage to NPOC, Singapore. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
 
07 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Container Ship, France-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ 
Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB080725 
 
1. IFC received information about an unauthorised boarding involving a France-flagged 
container ship, on 7 Jul, at 00:15 (UTC +8). Based on AIS playback, the estimated incident 
position was in Phillip Channel (1°03'02.0"N 103°39'32.0"E).  
 
2. The crew discovered that the vessel was boarded when a broken lock was found during 
security rounds while the vessel was in anchorage (SG). Reviewing the footage, six 
perpetrators armed with knives and one with a gun-like object boarded the vessel via the 
chock liner at the poop deck. The perpetrators fled after the alarm at the engine room went 
off. 
 
3. The shipmaster reported that all crew are safe and accounted for, and nothing was 
stolen. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
CSO 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
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06 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Container Ship, Singapore-Flagged/ No Injury/ Phillip 
Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB080725 
 
1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving a Singapore-flagged container ship 
as vessel transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (01° 02.71 N 103° 39.32 E) on 6 
Jul, at 20:30 (UTC +8). Crew reportedly sighted three unarmed perpetrators disembarking 
the ship when the ship sounded the alarm and mustered the crew. 
 
2. The shipmaster reported that all crew are safe and accounted for, and nothing was 
stolen. The vessel does not require any assistance and will continue her voyage to NPOC, 
Singapore. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
 
09 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tanker, Liberia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Anchored/ Chattogram 
Anchorage, Bangladesh/ DB110725 
 
On 9 Jul at 20:20 (UTC +6), an incident of sea theft was reported on board a Liberia-flagged 
tanker, at Chattogram Anchorage, Bangladesh. Reportedly, seven perpetrators boarded the 
vessel. Perpetrators escaped after the ship’s crew raised the alarm, and nothing was 
stolen. All crew were reported safe. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GSIS) 
 
09 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tanker, Denmark-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ Phillip 
Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB110725 
 
1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving a Denmark-flagged tanker, as vessel 
transited along the Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°03.60 N 103°41.32 E) on 9 Jul, at 02:20 
(UTC +8). 
 
2. The ship's crew reportedly sighted a blue wooden boat alongside her port quarter and 
raised the general alarm. Six perpetrators were seen disembarking and leaving on the blue 
wooden boat. No perpetrators were found onboard, and some engine spares were 
reportedly stolen. 
 
3. All crew were accounted for with no injuries. The vessel is currently on her voyage to 
NPOC, China. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
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08 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tanker, Singapore-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ Eastbound 
Lane of TSS, Singapore Strait/ DB110725 
 
1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving a Singapore-flagged tanker, as vessel 
transited along the Eastbound Lane of TSS, Singapore Strait (1° 10 57.6 N 103° 51 14.4 E) on 
8 Jul, between 02:00 and 04:00 (UTC +8). 
 
2. The ship crew reportedly discovered aft door behind the galley was ajar while passing 
through, and found out that some engine spares were missing. Based on the ship's internal 
investigation, the perpetrators may have boarded the vessel between 02:00 to 04:00 (UTC 
+8) via the skylight hatch located at the poop deck portside provision hatch and exited 
through the aft door. 
 
3. The ship reported that all crew were accounted for, with no injuries reported. The vessel 
is currently on her voyage to NPOC, Vietnam. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
04 Jul - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bulk Carrier, Liberia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ Phillip 
Channel, Singapore Strait/ DB070725 
 
1. POCC reported an unauthorised boarding involving a Liberia-flagged bulk carrier, as 
vessel transited along Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (1°04'50.4"N 103°42'56.4"E) on 4 Jul, 
at 22:50 (UTC +8). 
 
2. Ship master reported that all crew are safe and accounted for and was unable to 
determine if items were stolen yet. The vessel does not require any assistance and will 
continue her voyage to NPOC, Singapore. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
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08 May - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tug & Barge, Malaysia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/ 
Westbound Lane of TSS, Singapore Strait/ DB070725 
 
On 8 May, while a tugboat was towing a barge, three perpetrators boarded the barge and 
stole items such as manhole covers, ropes, solar lights and turnbuckles and subsequently 
escaped. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC) 
 
IFC Comments:  
RFI has been sent to shipping company for incident details. 
 
29 Jun - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Fishing Vessel, Indonesia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Off Banggai, 
Indonesia/ DB110725 
 
On 29 Jun at 09:00 (UTC +8), an incident of sea theft was reported on board an Indonesia-
flagged fishing vessel off Banggai, Indonesia. Reportedly, a perpetrator boarded the vessel 
and stole 800kg of tin and fishing trawls. The perpetrator was apprehended by Indonesian 
authorities. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://palu.tribunnews.com/2025/06/30/breakingnews-pencuri-pukat-dan-timah-di-
banggai-ditangkap-korban-rugi-rp40-juta 
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SECTION B: MARITIME TERRORISM (MT) 
 

NSTR 
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (MI) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
07 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 2 Rescued/ Off Orion, Bataan, 
Philippines/ DB080725 
 
On 7 Jul, a fishing vessel capsized due to unknown causes off Orion, Bataan, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/189Fo4Ms3D/ 
 
09 Jul - Collision-Grounding/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 10 Rescued/ SAR/ Off 
Namhae, ROK/ DB090725 
 
On 9 Jul, a fishing vessel ran aground due to unknown causes off Namhae, ROK. SAR was 
conducted and there were 10 rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://n.news.naver.com/mnews/article/003/0013351245?sid=102 
 
07 Jul - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Passenger Vessel/ Off Sungai Kemena, 
Malaysia/ DB090725 
 
On 7 Jul, a passenger vessel was detained due to unauthorised operation off Sungai 
Kemena, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.mmea.gov.my/index.php/ms/allcategories-ms-my/12-berita-utama/2798-
bot-penumpang-beroperasi-tanpa-nakhoda-yang-sah-ditahan-di-perairan-bintulu 
 
06 Jul - Missing/ Bad Weather/ Fishing Vessel/ 4 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Chilaw, Sri Lanka/ 
DB090725 
 
On 6 Jul, a fishing vessel went missing due to bad weather off Chilaw, Sri Lanka. SAR was 
conducted and there were four rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/07/202507071000/ 
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09 Jul - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Cargo Vessel/ SAR/ Off Legazpi City, Philippines/ 
DB100725 
 
On 9 Jul, a cargo vessel caught fire due to unknown causes off Legazpi City, Philippines. 
SAR was conducted. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19aLht6EyQ/ 
 
05 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Small Boat/ 10 Dead, 7 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Pantai 
Belawai, Malaysia/ DB110725 
 
On 5 Jul, a small boat capsized due to unknown causes off Pantai Belawai, Malaysia. SAR 
was conducted and there were 10 dead and seven rescued.  
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2025/07/07/all-10-bodies-recovered-in-
sarawaks-belawai-boat-tragedy/183121 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
03 Jul - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Tanker/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 
DB070725 
 
On 3 Jul, a tanker was detained due to unauthorised operation off Port Klang, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AXkZkkJ6M/ 
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGULATED FISHING (IUUF) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
07 Jul - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ License 
of Fishermen/ Off Talang Island, Malaysia/ DB090725 
 
On 7 Jul, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen due to 
license of fishermen off Talang Island, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.mmea.gov.my/index.php/ms/allcategories-ms-my/12-berita-utama 
 
06 Jul- Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Vietnamese Fishing Vessel Detained/ 9 Foreign 
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and License of Fishermen/ Off Kelantan, 
Malaysia/ DB090725 
 
On 6 Jul, local authorities detained a Vietnamese fishing vessel and arrested nine foreign 
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and license of fishermen off Kelantan, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1JNFD3Mo1P/ 
 
05 Jul - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 3 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing 
with Illegal Gear/ Off Tanjung Manis, Malaysia/ DB090725 
 
On 5 Jul, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested three fishermen due to 
fishing with illegal gear off Tanjung Manis, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.mmea.gov.my/index.php/ms/allcategories-ms-my/12-berita-utama/2789-
bot-nelayan-kelas-b-ditahan-di-perairan-pulau-bruit 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
04 Jul - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/ 
Fishing in Prohibited Areas and License of Fishermen/ Off Lumut, Malaysia/ DB070725 
 
On 4 Jul, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested five foreign fishermen due 
to fishing in prohibited areas and license of fishermen off Lumut, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CEWsy5MGU/ 
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03 Jul - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Fishing Vessels Detained/ 7 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/ 
Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Lumut, Malaysia/ DB070725 
 
On 3 Jul, local authorities detained two fishing vessels and arrested seven foreign 
fishermen due to fishing in prohibited areas off Lumut, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18endZWRCs/ 
 
29 Jun - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen arrested/ Fishing 
with Illegal Gear/ Off Derawan Island, Indonesia/ DB090725 
 
On 29 Jun, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen due to 
fishing with illegal gear off Derawan Island, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://dkp.kaltimprov.go.id/home/more_berita/101020720250002 
 
20 Jun - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 6 Fishing Vessels Detained/ 31 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing 
with Illegal Gear/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ DB100725 
 
On 20 Jun, local authorities detained six fishing vessels and arrested 31 fishermen due to 
fishing with illegal gear off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/07/202507071500/ 
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SECTION E: CONTRABAND SMUGGLING (CS) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
07 Jul - Drugs/ Meth (110.24kg)/ Unknown Vessel/ Manila International Container Port 
Terminal, Philippines/ DB080725 
 
On 7 Jul, local authorities seized 110.24kg of meth from an unknown vessel at Manila 
International Container Port Terminal, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1MBF2pEmA2/ 
 
09 Jul - Domestic Products/ Frozen Products (669 Tons)/ Unknown Vessel/ Off Dangan 
Island, China/ DB090725 
 
On 9 Jul, local authorities seized 669 tons of frozen products from an unknown vessel off 
Dangan Island, China. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.sznews.com/news/content/2025-07/09/content_31623853.htm 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
03 Jul - Drugs/ Cannabis (170kg)/ Small Boat/ From Thailand to Malaysia/ Off Kuala Perlis, 
Malaysia/ DB070725 
 
On 3 Jul, local authorities seized 170kg of cannabis from a small boat off Kuala Perlis, 
Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19AADSoh7H/ 
 
02 Jul - Drugs/ Meth (1kg)/ Unknown Vessel/ Sagulung Port, Indonesia/ DB080725 
 
On 2 Jul, local authorities seized 1kg of meth from an unknown vessel at Sagulung Port, 
Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.matakepri.com/detail-news/2025/07/02/33680/TNI-AL-Gagalkan-
Penyelundupan-Narkoba-di-Pelabuhan-Rakyat-Sagulung 
 
IFC Comments:  
Indonesia ILO updated that the weight of meth was 1kg. 
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30 Jun - Drugs/ Meth (190kg)/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Langkat, Indonesia/ DB080725 
 
On 30 Jun, local authorities seized 190kg of meth from a fishing vessel off Langkat, 
Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.detik.com/berita/d-7995386/polda-sumut-bongkar-penyelundupan-190-kg-
sabu-pakai-kapal-nelayan-di-langkat 
 
25 Jun - Drugs/ Cocaine (2.5 Tons)/ Unknown Vessel/ From Panama to Australia/ New 
Caledonia/ DB080725 
 
On 25 Jun, local authorities seized 2.5 tons of cocaine from an unknown vessel off New 
Caledonia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/565695/record-2-point-5-tonnes-of-
cocaine-seized-off-new-caledonia-on-panama-flagged-vessel-bound-for-australia 
 
04 Jul - Domestic Products/ Frozen Products (176.9 Tons)/ Unknown Vessel/ Off Ningbo, 
China/ DB090725 
 
On 4 Jul, local authorities seized 176.9 tons of frozen products from an unknown vessel off 
Ningbo, China. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://zjnews.zjol.com.cn/zjnews/202507/t20250708_31100141.shtml 
 
03 Jul - Domestic Products/ Ginger (91kg) and Footwear (238)/ Adrift/ Off 
Baththalangunduwa, Sri Lanka/ DB090725 
 
On 3 Jul, local authorities seized 91kg of ginger and 238 footwear adrift off 
Baththalangunduwa, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/04/202507041515/ 
 
02 Jul - Drugs/ Meth (2kg)/ Passenger Vessel/ Sri Tanjung Gelam Port, Riau, Indonesia/ 
DB090725 
 
On 2 Jul, local authorities seized 2kg of meth from a passenger vessel at Sri Tanjung Gelam 
Port, Riau, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.kepriheadline.id/polisi-tangkap-lima-orang-terkait-peredaran-sabu-di-
karimun-barang-bukti-capai-dua-kilogram/ 
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01 Jul - Domestic Products/ Ginger (979kg)/ 3 Small Boats/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 
DB090725 
 
On 1 Jul, local authorities seized 979kg of ginger from three small boats off Kalpitiya, Sri 
Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/02/202502071300/ 
 
30 Jun - Wildlife/ Birds (65)/ Small Boat/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ DB090725 
 
On 30 Jun, local authorities seized 65 birds from a small boat off Mannar, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/02/202507021215/ 
 
04 Jul - Drugs/ Cannabis (71.4kg)/ Ashore/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ DB100725 
 
On 4 Jul, local authorities seized 71.4kg of cannabis ashore off Jaffna, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/04/202504071545/ 
 
29 Jun - Natural Resources/ Kendu Leaves (485kg)/ Small Boat/ Off Talaimannar, Sri 
Lanka/ DB100725 
 
On 29 Jun, local authorities seized 485kg of kendu leaves from a small boat off 
Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/07/202507071615/ 
 
28 Jun - Chemical Substance/ Pesticides (15 Sacks)/ 2 Small Boats/ Off Ippantivu, Sri 
Lanka/ DB100725 
 
On 28 Jun, local authorities seized 15 sacks of pesticides from two small boats off Ippantivu, 
Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/07/202507071545/ 
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28 Jun - Domestic Products/ Liquor (107 Bottles)/ Passenger Vessel/ Ahmad Yani Port, 
Indonesia/ DB110725 
 
On 28 Jun, local authorities seized 107 bottles of liquor from a passenger vessel at Ahmad 
Yani Port, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://ternate.tribunnews.com/2025/06/28/polisi-gagalkan-penyelundupan-107-botol-
cap-tikus-di-kapal-km-sinabung-rute-bitung-ternate#google_vignette 
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM) 
 

NSTR 
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC) 

NSTR 
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SECTION H: CYBER SECURITY (CYBSEC) 

NSTR 
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SECTION I: OTHERS 
 

NSTR 
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 
The IFC advises: 
 
1. All mariners report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and 

inform the IFC at the earliest possible time. 
 

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC 
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in 
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines). 

 
3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional 

Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the 
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security 
rounds). 
 

4. All mariners to take note of the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the 
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be 
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation. 
 

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as 
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious 
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:  
 
Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg  
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)  

+65 6594 5728 (Office) 
Fax: +65 6594 5734 

  
 

The IFC seeks your observations during your normal business.  The IFC would like to remind 
mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy 
requirements and health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The 
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ 
flag authorities. 
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL 

 

 
2025 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 02/25 – Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2025 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/25 – Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2025 
 
2024 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 03/24 –Phillip Channel – 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night 
IFC Spot Commentary 02/24 – Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2024 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/24 – Singapore Strait – 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night 
 
2023 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/23 – Observations of Three TRAPS Incidents in One Night, Phillip 
Channel, Singapore Strait 
 
2022 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/22 – Observations of Sea Theft Incidents Involving Tugs and Barges in 
Waters off Tanjung Piai and Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait in 2022 
 
2021 
 

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South 
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines 

 
2020 

 

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in 
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait 
Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of 
Interest (AOI) 
Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore 

Strait and Approaches 

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted 

Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage. 
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2019 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 – Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions 
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 – Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai, 
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019 

 
2018 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 – Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 – Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1”, Off 
Semporna. 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 – Attempted Actions on Tugboat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan, 
Malaysia. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 – Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore 
Strait and its approaches – January to December 2017. 
 
2017 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 – Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran, 
Sulu, Philippines. 
IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 – Attempted Piracy / Oil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1, 
Malaysia. 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 – Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait. 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 – Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 – Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East 
Sabah and Southern Philippines. 
 
2016 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East 
Sabah and Southern Philippines. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 – Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and 
Southern Philippines. 
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources 
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should 
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of 
concern in accordance with the IFC’s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot 
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as 
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to 
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should 
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both 
published by the UK Hydrographic Office. 
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