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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)  

 

 
For the period of 2 – 8 Jul 25, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are as 
follows:  

 

Category 
Number of 

Updates 

Number of 

Incidents 

Page 

Reference 

Theft, Robbery, and Piracy at Sea (TRAPS) 0 0 2 

Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 3 

Maritime Incidents (MI) 0 13 4-6 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF) 0 10 7-9 

Contraband Smuggling (CS) 0 9 10-11 

Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 1 12 

Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 1 13 

Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 14 

Others 0 0 15 
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SECTION A: THEFT, ROBBERY AND PIRACY AT SEA (TRAPS) 
 

      NSTR 
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SECTION B: MARITIME TERRORISM (MT) 
 

NSTR 
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (MI) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
03 Aug - Missing/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 4 Missing/ SAR/ Off Balasore, India/ 
DB050825 
 
On 3 Aug, a fishing vessel went missing due to unknown causes off Balasore, India. SAR 
was conducted and four crew were reportedly missing. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/odisha-4-fishermen-missing-in-sea-multi-
agency-search-ops-on-1895357 
 
03 Aug - Equipment Failure/ Cause Unknown/ Small Boat/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Phuket, 
Thailand/ DB050825 
 
On 3 Aug, a small boat experienced equipment failure due to unknown causes off Phuket, 
Thailand. SAR was conducted and three were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/176hQCRifE/ 
 
02 Aug - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Small Boat/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off North Kudar, 
Maldives/ DB050825 
 
On 2 Aug, a small boat capsized due to unknown causes off North Kudar, Maldives. SAR 
was conducted and three were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://mndf.gov.mv/mndf/en/news-article-dhiv.php?article=5669 
 
07 Aug - Collision Grounding/ Human Error/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 14 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Cucu 
Petong Island, Indonesia/ DB080825 
 
On 7 Aug, a fishing vessel ran aground due to human error off Cucu Petong Island, 
Indonesia. SAR was conducted and 14 were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16oGRV9D7k/ 
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05 Aug - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ 1 Small Boat/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Panglima Tahil, 
Sulu, Philippines/ DB070825 
 
On 5 Aug, a small boat capsized due to bad weather in Panglima Tahil Sulu, Philippines. 
SAR was conducted and six were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/zamboanga/pcg-rescues-6-as-motorboat-capsizes-off-
sulu 
 
05 Aug - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ 1 Passenger Vessel/ 2 Dead, 1 Missing, 77 Rescued/ 
SAR/ Off Sanur Port, Indonesia/ DB070825 
 
On 5 Aug, a passenger vessel capsized due to bad weather off Sanur Port, Indonesia. SAR 
was conducted and there were two dead, one missing and 77 rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://voi.id/en/news/502353 
 
03 Aug - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 
DB070825 
 
On 3 Aug, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off Phuket, Thailand. SAR 
was conducted and three were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/176MfhUDbR/ 
 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
31 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Small Boat/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Higatangan Island, 
Biliran Leyte, Philippines/ DB040825 
 
On 31 Jul, a small boat sank due to bad weather off Higatangan Island, Biliran Leyte, 
Philippines. SAR was conducted three were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1226141516217865&id=100064660843959&r
did=1hc7rjfKVmjLN143# 
 
30 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Equipment Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 23 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Samar, 
Philippines/ DB040825 
 
On 30 Jul, a fishing vessel capsized due to equipment failure off Samar, Philippines. SAR 
was conducted and 23 were rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1MDDN6YFgk/ 
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30 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ Fishing Vessel/ 4 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Thanh Hoa 
Province, Vietnam/ DB040825 
 
On 30 Jul, a fishing vessel sank due to water ingress off Thanh Hoa Province, Vietnam. SAR 
was conducted, and there were four rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/bdbp-thanh-pho-da-nang-tiep-nhan-4-thuyen-vien-gap-
nan-tren-bien-post492938.html 
 
28 Jul - Collision-Grounding/ Cause Unknown/ 1 Small Boat Vs 1 Cargo Vessel/ 1 Dead, 1 
Rescued/ SAR/ Off Nunukan, Indonesia/ DB070825 
 
On 28 Jul, a small boat collided with a cargo vessel due to unknown causes off Nunukan, 
Indonesia. SAR was conducted, and there was one dead and one rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://lantamal13-koarmada2.tnial.mil.id/berita/24994/INSIDEN-TABRAKAN-LAUT-DI-
NUNUKAN,-LANAL-NUNUKAN-LAKSANAKAN-EVAKUASI-DAN-KOORDINASI-
PENANGANAN/ 
 
30 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Fishing Vessel/ 6 Missing, 9 Rescued/ SAR/ Off 
Kuakata, Bangladesh/ DB040825 
 
On 30 Jul, a fishing vessel sank due to bad weather off Kuakata, Bangladesh. SAR was 
conducted, and there were six missing and nine rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19FxPVZTDe/ 
 
29 Jul - Sunk-Capsized/ Equipment Failure/ Small Boat/ 3 Dead, 2 Rescued/ SAR/ Off 
Cardona, Rizal, Philippines/ DB040825 
 
On 29 Jul, a small boat capsized due to equipment failure off Cardona, Rizal, Philippines. 
SAR was conducted, and there were three dead and two rescued. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1226770089488341&id=100064660843959
&rdid=HP35T6AjOpslvLvv# 
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGULATED FISHING (IUUF) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
02 Aug - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing 
with Illegal Gear/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ DB040825 
 
On 2 Aug, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen due to 
fishing with illegal gear off Port Klang, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1K5FeUCgSP/ 
 
02 Aug - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Foreign Fishing Vessel Detained/ 14 Foreign Fishermen 
Arrested/ Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh/ DB050825 
 
On 2 Aug, local authorities detained a foreign fishing vessel and arrested 14 foreign 
fishermen due to fishing in prohibited areas at Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh. 
 
07 Aug - Local/ Illegal fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 1 Local, 4 Foreign 
Fisherman arrested/ License of Fisherman/ Off Pantai Sepat, Pahang, Malaysia/ DB080825 
 
On 7 Aug, local authorities detained a local fishing vessel and arrested one local and four 
foreign fishermen due to license of fishermen off Pantai Sepat, Pahang, Malaysia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/193GSq6q8g/ 
 
05 Aug - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 3 Local Fisherman 
Arrested/ Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Off Datu Blah Sinsuat, Maguindanao, Philippines/ 
DB080825 
 
On 5 Aug, local authorities detained a local fishing vessel and arrested three local 
fishermen due to fishing with illegal gear off Datu Blah Sinsuat, Maguindanao, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.facebook.com/pangalawangsou.mg/posts/pfbid02qycmpZ6Eu4t9hW2j8eeeZa
ejFHvHXZJSKrNoavqjDPptHWKu9LkvtRqk18Jxs4Dml 
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05 Aug - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel/ 6 Local Fishermen/ License of 
Fisherman/ Off Maluso, Basilan, Philippines/ DB080825 
 
On 5 Aug, local authorities detained a local fishing vessel and arrested six local fishermen 
due to license of fishermen off Maluso, Basilan, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.facebook.com/basilan.marpsta.2024/posts/pfbid02EPmM1mkSQmNeTmZXW7
bu6ZzPWBN1cLikpcrJZ1APbfWu62hsE3rbtLYTbSGnsxh2l?rdid=AIOMNscR6yLx7eC6# 
 
05 Aug - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Indian Fishing Vessel Detained/ 10 Indian Fishermen 
Arrested/ Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Baththalangunduwa Island, Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 
DB070825 
 
On 5 Aug, local authorities detained a Indian fishing vessel and arrested 10 Indian fishermen 
due to fishing in prohibited areas off Baththalangunduwa Island, Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/08/06/202508061200/ 
 
04 Aug - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 5 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Local Fishermen 
Arrested/ Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Off Phu Lac, Vietnam/ DB070825 
 
On 4 Aug, local authorities detained five local fishing vessel and arrested five local 
fishermen due to fishing with illegal gear off Phu Lac, Vietnam. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/dak-lak-phat-hien-va-xu-ly-nhieu-vu-vi-pham-trong-
khai-thac-thuy-san-post493009.html 
 
 
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
29 Jul - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing 
with Illegal Gear/ Off Basilan, Philippines/ DB040825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen due to 
fishing with illegal gear off Basilan, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/zamboanga/2-fishermen-arrested-for-blast-fishing-off-
basilan 
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29 Jul - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Malaysian Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign 
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Malacca 
Straits/ DB050825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities detained a Malaysian fishing vessel and arrested five foreign 
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and fishing with illegal gear off Malacca Straits. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://metro.batampos.co.id/kkp-tangkap-kapal-asing-dan-tertibkan-rumpon-ilegal-di-
perairan-indonesia/ 
 
29 Jul - Poaching/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Foreign Fishing Vessel Detained/ 5 Foreign Fishermen 
Arrested/ License of Fishing Vessel and Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Straits of Malacca, 
Indonesia/ DB070825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities detained a foreign fishing vessel and arrested five foreign 
fishermen due to license of fishing vessel and fishing with illegal gear in the straits of 
Malacca, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source: 
https://imic.bakamla.go.id/berita/details/563/kkp-tangkap-kapal-asing-yang-
menangkap-ikan-secara-ilegal-di-selat-malaka 
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SECTION E: CONTRABAND SMUGGLING (CS) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
02 Aug - Domestic Products/ Red Onions (400 Bags)/ Cargo Vessel/ Domestic Smuggling/ 
Off Pulau Galang, Indonesia/ DB040825 
 
On 2 Aug, local authorities seized 400 bags of red onions from a cargo vessel off Pulau 
Galang, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://m.batamtoday.com/berita-219648-Bakamla-Tangkap-KM-Sinar-Bahtera-Angkut-
400-Karung-Bawang-Merah-Ilegal-di-Perairan-Pulau-Galang.html 
 
06 Aug - Fuel/ Petrol (1,100 Litres)/ Small Boat/ Off Tanjung Kapur Waters, Sabah/ 
DB070825 
 
On 6 Aug, local authorities seized 1,100 litres of petrol from a small boat off Tanjung Kapur 
Waters, Sabah. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid02GgnMqPNqKj4uZ982TQaUDHn
dMMpgKjBD9NrMHKSvBdbrn6jB7oyzyqFbAHKhztL2l?rdid=ZNTQzLfQUZgFJn8u# 
 
05 Aug - Fuel/ Petrol (26 Jerry Cans)/ 4 Small Boats/ From Malaysia/ Semporna, Sabah/ 
DB070825 
 
On 5 Aug, local authorities seized 26 jerry cans from four small boats in Semporna, Sabah.  
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/263995/mmea-foils-fuel-smuggling-attempt-
off-pulau-bum-bum?utm_source=Newswav&utm_medium=Website 
 
03 Aug - Drugs/ Meth (3.9kg)/ Unknown Vessel/ From South Africa to Hong Kong/ 
Shenzhen Bay Control Point, Hong Kong/ DB070825 
 
On 3 Aug, local authorities seized 3.9kg of meth from an unknown vessel in Shenzhen Bay 
Control Point, Hong Kong. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.customs.gov.hk/en/customs-announcement/press-
release/index_id_4728.html?p=1&y=&m= 
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Out of Reporting Period: 
 
31 Jul - Tobacco/ Vape (81,000 Pieces)/ Container Vessel/ From China to Philippines/ Manila 
International Container Port, Philippines/ DB040825 
 
On 31 Jul, local authorities seized 81,000 pieces of vape from a container vessel at Manila 
International Container Port, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://customs.gov.ph/boc-seizes-php40-5m-worth-of-misdeclared-vape-products-
from-china/ 
 
29 Jul - Drugs/ Cannabis (101.6kg)/ Ashore/ Off Silawathura, Sri Lanka/ DB040825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities seized 101.6kg of cannabis ashore off Silawathura, Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/07/31/202507311000/ 
 
26 Jul - Fuel/ Oil (32,800 Litres)/ Fishing Vessel/ From Malaysia/ Off Sandakan, Sabah/ 
DB040825 
 
On 26 Jul, local authorities seized 32,800 litres of oil from a fishing vessel off Sandakan, 
Sabah. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/263288/fuel-smuggling-attempt-worth-rm1-
million-foiled-off-sandakan/ 
 
29 Jul - Natural Resources/ Kendu Leaves (583kg)/ Small Boat/ Off Negombo, Sri Lanka/ 
DB050825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities seized 583kg of kendu leaves from a small boat off Negombo, 
Sri Lanka. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2025/08/01/202508011200/ 
 
29 Jul - Wildlife and Domestic Products/ Skincare Products (100 Sacks), Chicken Medicine 
(30 Boxes), Chicken (20)/ 2 Small Boats/ From Unknown to Indonesia/ Off Sangihe, 
Indonesia/ DB080825 
 
On 29 Jul, local authorities seized 100 sacks of skincare products, 30 boxes of chicken 
medicine and 20 chicken from two small boats off Sangihe, Indonesia. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://tni.mil.id/view-257979-tni-al-tangkap-dua-kapal-bermuatan-skincare-dan-obat-
ayam-ilegal-asal-filipina-di-perairan-sangihe.html 
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM) 
 

 
Incidents: 
 
05 Aug - Human Trafficking/ 1 Passenger Vessel/ 2 Unknown Migrants/ Bongao, Tawi-Tawi, 
Philippines/ DB080825 
 
On 5 Aug, local authorities rescued two unknown migrants from human trafficking off a 
passenger vessel in Bongao, Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/zamboanga/2-more-potential-human-trafficking-victims-
rescued-in-tawi-
tawi?utm_source=izooto&utm_medium=on_site_interactions&utm_campaign=Exit_Intent_R
ecommendations 
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC) 

       
Out of Reporting Period: 
 
30 Jul - MARPOL/ Liquid (Oil Leak)/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Mokpo, ROK/ DB040825 
 
On 30 Jul, there was a spill of oil from a fishing vessel off Mokpo, ROK. 
 
News Link(s)/ Info Source:  
https://n.news.naver.com/mnews/article/001/0015538950?sid=102 
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SECTION H: CYBER SECURITY (CYBSEC) 

                                                                  NSTR 
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SECTION I: OTHERS 
 

NSTR  
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 
The IFC advises: 
 
1. All mariners report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and 

inform the IFC at the earliest possible time. 
 

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC 
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in 
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines). 

 
3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional 

Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the 
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security 
rounds). 
 

4. All mariners to take note of the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the 
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be 
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation. 
 

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as 
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious 
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:  
 
Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg  
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)  

+65 6594 5728 (Office) 
Fax: +65 6594 5734 

  
 

The IFC seeks your observations during your normal business.  The IFC would like to remind 
mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy 
requirements and health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The 
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ 
flag authorities. 
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL 

 

 
2025 
 
IFC Infographic on CCTV Footage and Photo Evidence of Sea Robbery Incidents in the Singapore 
Strait 
IFC Recommended Measures to Deter Unauthorised Boardings in Singapore Strait 
IFC Spot Commentary 02/25 – Phillip Channel - 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night on 5 Jun 2025 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/25 – Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2025 
 
2024 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 03/24 – Phillip Channel – 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night 
IFC Spot Commentary 02/24 – Observations of TRAPS Incidents in the Phillip Channel in 2024 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/24 – Singapore Strait – 3 TRAPS Incidents in One Night 
 
2023 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/23 – Observations of Three TRAPS Incidents in One Night, Phillip 
Channel, Singapore Strait 
 
2022 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 01/22 – Observations of Sea Theft Incidents Involving Tugs and Barges in 
Waters off Tanjung Piai and Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait in 2022 
 
2021 
 

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South 
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines 

 
2020 

 

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in 
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait 
Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of 
Interest (AOI) 
Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore 

Strait and Approaches 

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted 

Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage. 
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2019 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 – Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions 
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 – Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai, 
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019 

 
2018 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 – Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 – Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1”, Off 
Semporna. 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 – Attempted Actions on Tugboat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan, 
Malaysia. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 – Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore 
Strait and its approaches – January to December 2017. 
 
2017 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 – Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran, 
Sulu, Philippines. 
IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 – Attempted Piracy / Oil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1, 
Malaysia. 
IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 – Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait. 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 – Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 – Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East 
Sabah and Southern Philippines. 
 
2016 
 
IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East 
Sabah and Southern Philippines. 
IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 – Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and 
Southern Philippines. 
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources 
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should 
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of 
concern in accordance with the IFC’s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot 
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as 
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to 
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should 
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both 
published by the UK Hydrographic Office. 
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