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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)
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For the period of 06 - 12 Apr 24, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are
as follows:
Catedor Number of Number of Page
gory Updates Incidents Reference
Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 3
Maritime Incidents (MI) 1 11 4-6
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF) 0 8 7-8
0 11 9-11
0 0 12
Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 1 13
Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 14
Others 0 0 15
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Incidents:

08 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Container Ship, Singapore-Flagged/ No Injury/ Anchored/
Off Chittagong, Bangladesh/ DB090424

Whilst at anchor in position on 8 Apr at 01:58 (UTC+6), duty watchman on deck noticed two
persons on the main deck forward Port Side of a container ship. The persons started
chasing the watchman who ran inside accommodation block and alerted the bridge. Alarm
was raised and crew mustered inside accommodation. Notifications were made to
company and local coast guard. At 02:20 (UTC+6), a boat was noticed going away from the
ship. Once coast guard came for patrols, own crew made a search on deck and discovered
that these persons stole a considerable amount of stores and paint from paint store and
bosun store forward.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
IFC DO mail

06 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tug and Barge, Malaysia-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/
Westbound Lane of TSS, Singapore Strait/ DB080424

1. POCC reported that an unauthorised boarding involving a Malaysia-flagged tug & barge
as the vessel transited along the Westbound lane of TSS, Singapore Strait (1°18'35.4"N
104°15'46.2"E) on 6 Apr 24 at 1645 (UTC +8). Crew reportedly sighted 3 unarmed
perpetrators boarded the barge.

2. Ship master reported that all crew are safe and accounted for, and nothing was yet
reported stolen. The vessel does not require any assistance and will continue her voyage
to NPOC, Singapore.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port of Control Centre (POCC)

Out of Reporting Period:

03 Apr - Boarding/ Sea Robbery/ Bulk Carrier, Hong Kong-Flagged/ No Injury/ Anchored/
Kuala Tanjung Port, Indonesia/ DB090424

Three robbers, armed with knives, boarded a berthed ship. They entered the engine room
and tied up the duty crew's hands. The robbers released the duty crew before escaping

with the stolen ship's engine spare parts.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GSIS)
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (M)

Information Update:

04 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Cartier
Island, Australia/ DB080424
(Information Update on DB050424)

AMSA is currently coordinating the response to a search and rescue operation at Cartier
Island following a report received that an aircraft had sighted a semi-submerged fishing
vessel on the reef in the vicinity of Cartier Island, with six people on land waving at the
aircraft. AMSA tasked ADV Cape Woolamai, which recovered all six people in good health
and returned them to Darwin, where arrangements were being made for their repatriation.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
AMSA Event 2024/2826

Incidents:

10 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Small Boat/ 4 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Ca Mau Province,
Viet Nam/ DB120424

On 10 Apr, a small boat sank due to bad weather off Ca Mau Province, Viet Nam. SAR was
conducted and there were four rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/chim-tau-ca-tren-vung-bien-ca-mau-4-thuyen-vien-
duoc-cuu-vot-kip-thoi-post474581.html

07 Apr - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 1 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Fangchenggang,
China/ DB120424

On 7 Apr, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off Fangchenggang, China.
SAR was conducted and there was one rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795836629383235606&wfr=spider&for=pc
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06 Apr - Missing/ Cause Unknown/ Small Boat/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Pikelot Atoll, Micronesia/
DB120424

On 6 Apr, a small boat went missing due to an unknown cause in Pikelot Atoll, Micronesia.
SAR was conducted and there were three rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.guampdn.com/news/help-sign-out-of-palm-leaves-aids-in-rescue-of-3-
men-stranded-on-atoll/article_513e33e6-f7af-11ee-a658-578894004280.html

07 Apr - Violent Confrontation/ Other/ Small Boat/ Criminals vs MMEA/ Off Kunak Waters,
Sabah, Celebes Sea/ DB080424

On 7 Apr, there was a violent confrontation between criminals on a small boat and MMEA
officers off Kunak Waters, Sabah, Celebes Sea.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/04/07/two-mmea-officers-injured-after-
being-shot-in-kunak-waters

06 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Fire-Explosion/ Fishing Vessel/ 13 Rescued/ SAR/ Dobo Island,
Indonesia/ DB080424

On 6 Apr, four fishing vessels sank as it caught fire in Dobo Island, Indonesia. SAR was
conducted and there were 13 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://timesmaluku.com/empat-kapal-ikan-terbakar-di-aru/lintas-pulau/

06 Apr - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 9 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Andhra
Coast, Visakhapatnam, India/ DB080424

On 6 Apr, a fishing vessel caught fire due to an unknown cause off Andhra Coast,
Visakhapatnam, India. SAR was conducted and there were nine rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCoastGuard/posts/pfbid02s8560zVUZsXFzFyXHPqBcf7K
KIJMGLHUAbG2w3tai2SctTkR9pr42zPUTJ2W7Sny6l

Out of Reporting Period:

28 Mar - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ Fishing Trawler/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Point Pedro, Sri
Lanka/ DB120424

On 28 Mar, a fishing trawler went adrift due to equipment failure off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka.
SAR was conducted and there were six rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2024/04/08/202404081730/
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04 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ Passenger Vessel/ 19 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Similan
Island, Andaman Sea, Thailand/ DB080424

On 4 Apr, a passenger vessel capsized due to water ingress off Similan Island, Andaman
Sea, Thailand. SAR was conducted and there were 19 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalThaiNavyFanpage/posts/pfbid0agliéi2VmEebUF1gnGHi3A
FgehuloFowgSDLLILKKWYRL45vxX1InQnX6uNfRiJNL

04 Apr - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 27 Rescued/ SAR/ Off IMBL, India/
DB080424

On 4 Apr, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off IMBL, India. SAR was
conducted and there were 27 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCoastGuard/posts/pfbid02QvQsediSTnsy3ZJKdBéwDYtk
HV3xyJwZ1rXJTrLg2i3NbPmALnusyFelRbVAFénI1l

02 Apr - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Passenger Vessel/ SAR/ Middle of Thap Lamu
Channel, Phang Nga Province, Andaman Sea, Thailand/ DB080424

On 2 Apr, a passenger vessel caught fire due to an unknown cause in the middle of Thap
Lamu Channel, Phang Nga Province, Andaman Sea, Thailand. SAR was conducted.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalThaiNavyFanpage/posts/pfbid02iAtzRQCgkR6w2iA79e9v
Ge8797n9mkecM3N8tku3cMuXSJdMADSNjMqubuzVwZTl

01 Apr - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Fishing Vessel/ 5 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Huizhou,
China/ DB080424

On 1 Apr, a fishing vessel sank due to an unknown cause off Huizhou, China. SAR was
conducted and there were five rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795338610164025406&wfr=spider&for=pc
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGULATED FISHING (IUUF)

Incidents:

08 Apr - Local/ lllegal Fishing/ 4 Fishing Vessels Detained/ 8 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing
Non-Permitted Species/ Nagar Kovil, Kilinochchi, Sri Lanka/ DB110424

On 8 Apr, local authorities detained four fishing vessels and arrested eight fishermen for
fishing non-permitted species in Nagar Kovil, Kilinochchi, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2024/04/09/202404091100/

08 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Fishing Vessels Detained/ Fishing with Illegal Gear/ Off
Olutanga, Zamboanga Sibugay Province., Philippines/ DB110424

On 8 Apr, local authorities detained two fishing vessels for fishing with illegal gear off
Olutanga, Zamboanga Sibugay Province., Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/cgs.sibugay/posts/pfbid0Tx8jntYP173KxGVovrIFZWKNJR7hiN2
5hqltbXGbRcFzMkJzFALBPFJkx5UZMvj8l

Out of Reporting Period:

01 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing
with Illegal Gear/ Hamtic, Antique, Philippines/ DB120424

On 1 Apr, local authorities detained one fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen for
fishing with illegal gear in Hamtic, Antique, Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.panaynews.net/two-men-arrested-for-illegal-fishing/

04 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Small Boat Detained/ 7 Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing with
Illegal Gear/ Off Rathugala, Sri Lanka/ DB090424

On 4 Apr, local authorities detained one small boat and arrested seven fishermen for
fishing with illegal gear off Rathugala, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2024/04/05/202404051500/
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05 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 1 Local and 2 Foreign
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishermen/ Off Tanjung Hantu, Perak, Malaysia/ DB080424

On 5 Apr, local authorities detained one local fishing vessel. They also arrested one local
and two foreign fishermen for invalid license of fishermen off Tanjung Hantu, Perak,
Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid02PiRJArHolwz4E5mBQxhK4Da
VsV8M9wj36nicMtsJdDaSbmt3tfwPFsiYRLAYQKIl

04 Apr - Local/ lllegal Fishing/ 1 Local Fishing Vessel Detained/ 3 Foreign Fishermen
Arrested/ Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Kg Titingan, Tawau, Celebes Sea/ DB080424

On 4 Apr, local authorities detained one local fishing vessel and arrested three foreign
fishermen for fishing in prohibited areas off Kg Titingan, Tawau, Celebes Sea.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/232060/illegal-fishing-boat-detained/

04 Apr - Poaching/ lllegal Fishing/ 3 Foreign Fishing Vessels Detained/ 24 Foreign
Fishermen Arrested/ License of Fishermen/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ DB080424

On 4 Apr, local authorities detained three foreign fishing vessels and arrested 24 foreign
fishermen for invalid license of fishermen off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/kes/2024/04/1232012/apmm-tahan-3-bot-nelayan-
vietnam-ceroboh-perairan

03 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 2 Local Fishing Vessels Detained/ 3 Local and 1 Foreign
Fishermen Arrested/ Fishing in Prohibited Areas/ Off Tanjung Semawang, Sandakan, Sulu
Sea/ DB080424

On 3 Apr, local authorities detained two local fishing vessels. They also arrested three local
and one foreign fishermen for fishing in prohibited areas off Tanjung Semawang, Sandakan,
Sulu Sea.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid02egdU1AiHksH6b6LbHV5tWNzo
RPRM1ekvtg5w5CRHVLL?hSmHXxWmmaXoP1VxFptyyl
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Incidents:
11 Apr - Drugs/ Cocaine/ Adrift/ Chung Hom Kok Beach, Hong Kong/ DB120424
On 11 Apr, local authorities seized cocaine washed up at Chung Hom Kok Beach, Hong Kong.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/4/215176/Cocaine-bricks-
continue-to-wash-ashore-in-Hong-Kong

09 Apr - Drugs/ Cocaine (8kg)/ Adrift/ Lido Beach, Ting Kau, Hong Kong/ DB120424
On 9 Apr, local authorities seized 8kg of cocaine in Lido Beach, Ting Kau, Hong Kong.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3258358/hk8-million-
haul-suspected-cocaine-found-floating-sea-hong-kong-beach-5-days-after-hk19-
million

08 Apr - Domestic Products/ Cashew Nuts (50kg) and Dried Ginger (205kg)/ Ashore/ To
Sri Lanka/ Awalsandi Beach, Kankasanthura, Sri Lanka/ DB120424

On 8 Apr, local authorities seized 50kg of cashew nuts and 205kg of dried ginger in
Awalsandi Beach, Kankasanthura, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/operation-news/2024/04/08/202404081700/

09 Apr - Fuel/ Diesel 0il (10,000 Litres)/ Tug/ Tanjung Batu Komsa Jetty, Malaysia/
DB110424

On 9 Apr, local authorities seized 10,000 litres of diesel oil onboard a tug at Tanjung Batu
Komsa Jetty, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://sabahmedia.com/2024/04/09/maritim-malaysia-sita-bot-tunda-lori-tangki-
pindah-minyak-secara-haram/
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06 Apr - Drugs/ Cocaine (27kg)/ Ashore/ Ben Tre Beach, Viet Nam/ DB110424
On 6 Apr, local authorities seized 27kg of cocaine in Ben Tre Beach, Viet Nam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://nhandan.vn/phat-hien-23-goi-nghi-ma-tuy-troi-dat-vao-bo-bien-ben-tre-
post803546.html

06 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (27,350 Cartons)/ Small Boat/ To Malaysia/ Jalan Sultan
Ismail, Kampung Langgar, Tumpat, Malaysia/ DB090424

On 6 Apr, local authorities seized 27,350 cartons of cigarettes onboard a small boat in Jalan
Sultan Ismail, Kampung Langgar, Tumpat, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.buletintv3.my/jenayah/27350-karton-rokok-bernilai-rmé4-1-juta-dirampas/

06 Apr - Drugs/ Meth (0.00190kg)/ Small Boat/ From Philippines/ Port of Corcuera,
Romblon, Philippines/ DB090424

On 6 Apr, local authorities seized 0.00190kg of meth onboard a small boat at Port of
Corcuera, Romblon, Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/coastguardph/posts/pfbid02cCUPa7jyzBeRWETgK2g95xBaYkh
iav9w4bhPXiUwnxnxPR7RiDsPidHqtBBzqd4gl

Out of Reporting Period:

16 Feb - Domestic Products/ Frozen Goods (150 Tons)/ Cargo Vessel/ Off Shanghai, China/
DB120424

On 16 Feb, local authorities seized 150 tons of frozen goods onboard a cargo vessel off
Shanghai, China.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795735677747561257&wfr=spider&for=pc

04 Apr - Natural Resources/ Gold (4.9kg)/ Fishing Vessel/ From Sri Lanka to India/
Vedhalai Coast, Mandapam, Tamil Nadu, India/ DB080424

On 4 Apr, local authorities seized 4.9kg of gold onboard a fishing vessel in Vedhalai Coast,
Mandapam, Tamil Nadu, India.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.newswire.lk/2024/04/06/india-busts-gold-smuggling-racket-involving-sri-
lankans/
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02 Apr - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (7,000,000 Sticks)/ Cargo Vessel/To China/ Off Zhuhai, China/
DB080424

On 2 Apr, local authorities seized 7,000,000 sticks of cigarettes onboard a cargo vessel off
Zhuhai, China.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795234844113683187&wfr=spider&for=pc

15 Mar - Domestic Products/ Frozen Goods (75 Tons)/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Nantong, China/
DB080424

On 15 Mar, local authorities seized 75 tons of frozen goods onboard a fishing vessel off
Nantong, China.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1793907120066705100&wfr=spider&for=pc
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC)

Incident:
09 Apr - MARPOL/ Liquid (Qil)/ Tanker/ Johor, Malaysia/ DB120424
On 9 Apr, there was an oil spill due to a Ship-to-Ship transfer in Johor, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://twitter.com/TankerTrackers/status/1778359910146719883
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SECTION I: OTHERS

NSTR

15 Releasable to Maritime Industry



IFC MARSEC Weekly Report

IFC RECOMMENDATIONS

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and
inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional
Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security
rounds).

4. All mariners to take note of the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel:  +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
Fax: +65 65945734

The IFC seeks your observations during your normal business. The IFC would like to remind
mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy
requirements and health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/
flag authorities.
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL

2023

IFC Spot Commentary 01/23 - Observations of Three TRAPS Incidents in One Night, Phillip
Channel, Singapore Strait

2022

IFC Spot Commentary 01/22 - Observations of Sea Theft Incidents Involving Tugs and Barges in
Waters off Tanjung Piai and Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait in 2022

2021

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines

2020

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait

Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of
Interest (AOI)

Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore
Strait and Approaches

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted
Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage.

2019

IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches

IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019

IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai,
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019

2018

IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 - Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah

IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 - Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1", Off
Semporna.

IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 - Attempted Actions on Tugboat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan,
Malaysia.
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IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 - Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore
Strait and its approaches - January to December 2017.

2017

IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 - Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran,
Sulu, Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 - Attempted Piracy / Qil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 - Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait.
IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 - Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

2016
IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 - Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and
Southern Philippines.
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of
concern in accordance with the IFC's Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Qé6113, both
published by the UK Hydrographic Office.
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