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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)
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For the period of 27 May - 01 June 23, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are

as follows:
Category Ndir)r;gi;:f h:::::;t:f Page Reference
Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 4
Maritime Incidents (MI) 0 12 5-7
Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing (IUUF) 0 6 8-9
Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 3 13
Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 15
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Incidents:

28 May - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Tug and Barge, Malaysia-Flagged/ Underway/ Westbound
lane of TSS, Singapore Strait/ DB290523

1. POCC informed that a Malaysia-Flagged Tug sighted three perpetrators boarded the
barge she was towing when transiting along south of Tanjung Piai, Malaysia (1°12'38.0"N
103°32'38.0"E) on 28 May 23 at 2359 (UTC +8).

2. Ship master reported that some scrap metal were stolen. The vessel does not require
any assistance and will continue to her next port in Malaysia.

IFC Comments:
RFI sent to the shipping company for more incident details.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
Maritime Port Authority (MPA) - Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)

Out of Reporting Period:

26 May - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Bulk Carrier, Panama-Flagged/ No Injury/ Underway/
Malacca Strait/ DB010623

Based on GISIS’s initial report, the crew noticed that the ship's storeroom had been broken
into, and there were ship equipment missing. The incident location in the report was in fact
where the ship discovered that items were stolen.

IFC Comments:
CSO updated IFC that they are unable to determine exact incident location and assess that
the incident most likely occurred in southern Malacca Strait at 01:30 (UTC+8) on 26 May.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.icc-ccs.org/index.php/piracy-reporting-centre/live-piracy-
report/details/179/2362
https://gisis.imo.org/Public/PAR/Incident.aspx?Action=View&ID=9878
CSo
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10 May - Boarding/ Sea Theft/ Fishing Vessel, Thailand-Flagged/ No Injury/ Anchored/ Sri
Songkhla Dockyard, Thailand/ DB290523

During patrol, the Thai Marine Police spotted one perpetrator trying to steal scrap metal
from the fishing trawler in front of Sri Songkha shipyard. There was no crew on board as
the ship was waiting for overhauling.

The Thai Marine Police officers boarded the ship and spotted another two perpetrators
cutting and pulling off metal sheets in the engine room. All three perpetrators were
apprehended for further legal action.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
GISIS
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (M)

Incidents:

30 May - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 14 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Quang Binh, Viet
Nam/DB010623

On 30 May, a fishing vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off Quang Binh, Viet Nam.
SAR was conducted and 14 were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://vishipel.com.vn/mot-tau-ca-hong-may-can-ho-tro-khan-cap.htm

28 May - Adrift/ Engine Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 9 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Gujarat, India/
DB010623

On 28 May, a fishing vessel went adrift due to engine failure off Gujarat, India. SAR was
conducted and nine were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/coast-guard-rescues-stranded-
boat-crew-gujarat-coast-8636981/
https://twitter.com/DefencePRO_Guj/status/1663122341461893121?s=20

28 May - Adrift/ Engine Failure/ Fishing Vessel/ 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Mandapam, India/
DB010623

On 28 May, a fishing vessel went adrift due to engine failure off Mandapam, India. SAR was
conducted and six were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/coast-guard-rescues-fishing-craft-in-
distress-in-high-seas/articleshow/100571981.cms
https://twitter.com/IndiaCoastGuard/status/16628170489160376387s=20

27 May - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Barge/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Patenga,
Bangladesh/ DB010623

On 27 May, a barge caught fire off Patenga, Bangladesh. SAR was conducted and three
were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/fire-injures-three-on-board-lighter-vessel-in-
patenga-sea-beach/116067
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30 May - Fire-Explosion/ Cause Unknown/ Bulk Carrier/ SAR/ Ulsan Port, ROK/ DB310523
On 30 May, a bulk carrier caught fire off Ulsan Port, ROK.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2023/42013/us-bulk-carrier-cargo-fire-
korea/

27 May - Collision-Grounding/ Equipment Failure/ Passenger Vessel/ 38 Rescued/ SAR/
Off Dapa Town, Surigao del Norte, Philippines/ DB310523

On 27 May, a passenger vessel went aground due to equipment failure off Dapa Town,
Surigao del Norte, Philippines. SAR was conducted and 38 were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.vesseltracker.com/en/Ships/Mv-Reina-Xaviera-8537047.html

29 May - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ Tug/ 9 Rescued/ SAR/ Jaeundo, Sinan-gun, ROK/
DB300523

On 29 May, a tug capsized off Jaeundo, Sinan-gun, ROK. SAR was conducted and nine were
rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.hankookilbo.com/News/Read/A20230529104400019912did=NA

28 May - Vessel Detained/ Unauthorised Operation/ Bulk Carrier/ Off Johor, Malaysia/
DB300523

On 28 May, a bulk carrier was detained due to anchoring without a valid permit off Johor,
Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-detains-chinese-ship-linked-
suspected-illegal-salvage-british-ww2-2023-05-29/

27 May - Sunk-Capsized/ Water Ingress/ Fishing Vessel/ 5 Rescued/ Off Soc Trang, Viet
Nam/ DB300523

On 27 May, a fishing vessel capsized and five were rescued off Soc Trang, Viet Nam.
News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.bienphong.com.vn/bdbp-soc-trang-tiep-nhan-5-ngu-dan-gap-nan-tren-
bien-dua-vao-bo-an-toan-post461613.html
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28 May - Missing/ Equipment Failure/ Small Boat/ 50 Missing/ SAR/ Off Saponda, South-
East Sulawesi, Indonesia/ DB290523

On 28 May, a small boat went missing due to equipment failure off Saponda, South-East
Sulawesi, Indonesia. SAR is ongoing.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://sultra.tribunnews.com/2023/05/28/breaking-news-kapal-yang-angkut-50-
penumpang-dari-menui-hilang-kontak-di-perairan-saponda-konawe

28 May - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Small Boat/ 2 Rescued/ Situbondo Waters,
Indonesia/ DB290523

On 28 May, a small boat capsized due to bad weather and two were rescued off Situbondo
Waters, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.ngopibareng.id/read/mengapung-4-jam-di-tengah-laut-dua-nelayan-
situbondo-selamat

Out of Reporting Period:

25 May - Adrift/ Equipment Failure/ Cargo Vessel/ Thi Vai, Cai Mep Channel, Viet Nam/
DB290523

On 25 May, a cargo vessel went adrift due to equipment failure off Thi Vai, Cai Mep Channel,
Viet Nam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.vesseltracker.com/en/Ships/Maersk-Ensenada-9502958.html
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREGULATED AND UNREPORTED FISHING (IUUF)

Incidents:

30 May - Local/ Illegal Fishing Method/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/
Off Sungai Belukang, Perak, Malaysia/ DB010623

On 30 May, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen for illegal
fishing off Sungai Belukang, Perak, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.kosmo.com.my/2023/05/31/bot-tunda-langgar-syarat-lesen-menggajikan-
pati-ditahan/

30 May - Local/ Illegal Fishing Methods/ 5 Small Boats Detained/ 9 Fishermen Arrested/
Chundikulam, Chalai, Sri Lanka/ DB010623

On 30 May, local authorities detained five small boats and arrested nine fishermen for
illegal fishing off Chundikula, Chalai, Sri Lanka.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/oparation-news/2023/05/30/202305302045/

29 May - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 2 Fishermen Arrested/ License
of Fishing Vessel/ Off Kalumpang Island, Perak, Malaysia/ DB310523

On 29 May, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested two fishermen for illegal
fishing off Kalumpang Island, Perak, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.kosmo.com.my/2023/05/30/bot-fiber-tanpa-nombor-pendaftaran-ditahan-
apmm/

Out of Reporting Period:

26 Apr - Local/ Illegal Fishing/ 1 Fishing Vessel Detained/ 1 Fisherman Arrested/
Unauthorised Fishing Area/ Off Brunei/ DB310523

On 26 May, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested one fisherman for illegal
fishing off Brunei.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/angler-snags-bnd5000-fine-for-trespassing/
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19 May - Local/ Illegal Fishing Methods/ 2 Fishing Vessels Detained/ 5 Fishermen Arrested/
Illegal Net Size/ Off Wenchang City, Hainan, China/ DB290523

On 19 May, local authorities detained two fishing vessels and arrested five fishermen for
illegal fishing off Wenchang City, Hainan, China.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
http://www.hinews.cn/news/system/2023/05/26/032981460.shtml
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Incidents:

30 May - Wildlife/ Crocodile Skin (5,035 Pieces)/ Ashore/ To China/ Ningbo Port, China/
DB010623

On 30 May, local authorities seized 5,035 pieces of crocodile skin going to China in Ningbo
Port, China.

IFC Comments:
The publishing date of this incident is used as the actual incident date is unknown.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
http://www.legaldaily.com.cn/index/content/2023-05/31/content_8860008.html

30 May - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (119 Master Cases)/ Small Boat/ Domestic Smuggling/ Off
Malanipa Island, Zamboang City, Philippines/ DB010623

On 30 May, local authorities seized 119 master cases of cigarettes from a small boat off
Malanipa Island, Zamboang City, Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1202585

30 May - Domestic Products/ Watches (4,158 Pieces)/ Passenger Vessel/ From Macau to
China/ Off Hong Kong, Hong Kong/ DB310523

On 30 May, local authorities seized 4,158 watches from a passenger vessel going from
Macau to China off Hong Kong.

IFC Comments:
The publishing date of this incident is used as the actual incident date is unknown.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.chinanews.com.cn/sh/2023/05-30/10016387.shtml

28 May - Others/ Looted Artifacts/ Bulk Carrier/ From Malaysia/ Off Johor, Malaysia/
DB300523

On 28 May, local authorities seized artifacts from a bulk carrier from Malaysia off Johor,
Malaysia.

IFC Comments:

Malaysia ILO updated that Malaysian Authorities are still investigating the incident to
determine the authenticity of the artifacts.
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News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-detains-chinese-ship-linked-
suspected-illegal-salvage-british-ww2-2023-05-29/

27 May - Fuel/ Diesel (150,000 Litres)/ Small Boat/ To Viet Nam/ Off Grainger Bank, South
China Sea/ DB300523

On 27 May, local authorities seized 150,000 litres of diesel from a small boat going to Viet
Nam off Grainger Bank, South China Sea.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://canhsatbien.vn/portal/thuc-thi-phap-luat/cuc-nghiep-vu-va-phap-luat-bat-giu-
tau-van-chuyen-dau-do-khong-nguon-goc-hop-phap

Out of Reporting Period:

22 May - Tobacco/ Cigarette (21,000,000 Sticks)/ Barge/ To Hong Kong/ Off Tuen Mun, Hong
Kong/ DB010623

On 22 May, local authorities seized 21 million sticks of cigarettes from a barge going to
Hong Kong off Tuen Mun, Hong Kong.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://topick.hket.com/article/3537985/%E3%80%90%E6%89%93%E6%93%8A%ET%AT7%81%
E7%85%99%E3%80%91%E6%B5%B7%E9%97%9C%E6%90%97%E5%B1%AF%E9%96%80%E7%A
7%81%E7%85%99%E9%9B%86%E5%9C%98%E3%80%80%E6%AA%A2%E5%B8%82%E5%80%B
C%E7%B4%848,000%E8%90%AC%E7%A7%81%E7%85%99%E6%8B%984%E7%94%B7

21 May - Fuel/ Diesel (40,000 Litres)/ Container Vessel/ Domestic Smuggling/ Barangay
Lucanin, Mariveles, Bataan, Philippines/ DB010623

On 21 May, local authorities seized 40,000 litres of diesel from a container vessel off.
News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://customs.gov.ph/boc-port-of-limay-seized-lorry-truck-carrying-unmarked-
diesel-fuel/

https://twitter.com/CustomsPH/status/1662275779453935618?s=20

24 May - Tobacco and Alcohol/ Cigarettes (3,433 Cartons) and Beer (532 Cans and 228
Bottles)/ Small Boat/ To Brunei/ Kampong Setia B, Brunei/ DB310523

On 24 May, local authorities seized 3,433 cartons of cigarettes and 532 cans and 228 bhottles
of beer from a small boat going to Brunei off Kampong Setia B, Brunei.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/massive-contraband-haul-seized-3/
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25 May - Drugs/ Cocaine (120 kg)/ Ashore/ Port Botany, Australia/ DB290523
On 25 May, local authorities seized 120 kg of cocaine at Port Botany Australia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/may/28/two-men-charged-after-police-find-
60m-worth-of-cocaine-in-shipping-container-in-sydney?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other

24 May - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (500,000 Packs)/ Container Vessel/ From Cambodia to
Indonesia/ Kaoshiung Port, Taiwan/ DB290523

On 24 May, local authorities seized 500,000 packs of cigarettes from a container vessel
going from Cambodia to Indonesia in Kaoshiung Port, Taiwan.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://tw.news.yahoo.com/%E4%B8%8D%E5%8F%AA-%E8%B1%AC%E4%BB%94-
%E6%9F%ACHES%IF%94L%ES%AF%A8%EY%80%B2%E6%B8%AF%E8%B2%A8%E6%AB%83%E
6%90%9C%E5%87%BA%ES%8D%83%E7%AE%B1%E7%A7%81%E8%8F%B8-
%E5%B8%82%E5%80%BC3%E5%8D%83%E8%90%AC-141006094.html

24 May - Domestic Products/ Frozen Pork (24,000 kg)/ Container Vessel/ From Australia
to Malaysia/ Port Klang, Malaysia/ DB290523

On 24 May, local authorities seized 24,000 kg of frozen pork from a container vessel going
from Australia to Malaysia in Port Klang, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.kosmo.com.my/2023/05/27/gagal-seludup-24-tan-khinzir-sejuk-beku/

24 May - Fuel/ Diesel (12,500 Litres)/ 2 Fishing Vessels/ Kuala Kedah Wharf, Malaysia/
DB290523

On 24 May, local authorities 12,500 litres of diesel from two fishing vessels off Kuala Kedah
Wharf, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.utusan.com.my/nasional/2023/05/wanita-antara-lima-dicekup-seleweng-
diesel/
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM)

Incidents:

30 May - Illegal Documentation/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 1 Indonesian Fisherman/ Local Fishing
Boat/ Off Sungai Belukang, Perak, Malaysia/ DB010623

On 30 May, local authorities detained a fishing vessel and arrested one Indonesian
fisherman for invalid documentation off Sungai Belukang, Perak, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.kosmo.com.my/2023/05/31/bot-tunda-langgar-syarat-lesen-menggajikan-
pati-ditahan/

28 May - Human Smuggling/ Passenger Vessel/ 40 Indonesian Migrants/ From Malaysia to
Indonesia/ Off Bagan Datuk, Malaysia/ DB300523

On 28 May, local authorities detained a passenger vessel with 40 Indonesian migrants
going from Malaysia to Indonesia off Bangan Datuk, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.kosmo.com.my/2023/05/29/40-pati-cuba-keluar-malaysia-secara-haram-
ditahan/

Out of Reporting Period:

23 May - Human Smuggling/ 1 Fishing Vessel/ 9 North Korean Migrants/ From DPRK to
ROK/ Yellow Sea/ DB010623

On 30 May, a fishing vessel with nine North Korean migrants travelled from DPRK to ROK.

IFC Comments:
ROK and KCG ILO shared that the migration of DPRK migrants into ROK is not illegal

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.zaobao.com.sg/news/world/story20230523-1397499
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC)

Out of Reporting Period:
20 May - MIE/ Dredging (Sand)/ 2 Dredgers/ Off Bangka, Indonesia/ DB290523

On 20 May, local authorities detained two dredgers for dredging illegally off Bangka,
Indonesia

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://kkp.go.id/artikel/51663-kkp-hentikan-operasi-2-kapal-isap-di-perairan-bangka
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SECTION I: OTHERS
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state
and inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional
Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security
rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Qé6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel:  +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
Fax: +65 65945734

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to
remind mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy
requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/
flag authorities.
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL

2021

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines

2020

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait

Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of
Interest (AOI)

Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore
Strait and Approaches

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted
Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage.

2019

IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches

IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019

IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai,
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019

2018

IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 - Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah

IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 - Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1", Off
Semporna.

IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 - Attempted Actions on Tug boat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 - Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore
Strait and its approaches - January to December 2017.

2017

IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 - Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran,
Sulu, Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 - Attempted Piracy / Qil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 - Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait.
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IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 - Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage.
IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

2016

IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East

Sabah and Southern Philippines.
IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 - Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and

Southern Philippines.
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of
concern in accordance with the IFC’'s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both
published by the UK Hydrographic Office.

SAFE AND SECURE
SEAS FOR ALL
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