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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE IFC AREA OF INTEREST (AOI)
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For the period of 24 Dec - 29 Dec 22, the number of incidents reported by the IFC within the AOI are

as follows:
Category Nlljg:jlﬁ;;f ,\::cr:ri]:eer:tzf Page Reference

Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 3
Maritime Incidents (MI) 2 13 4-7
Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing (IUUF) 0 2 8
Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 0 4 12-13
Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 0 1 14

Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 0 15
Others 0 0 16
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SECTION C: MARITIME INCIDENTS (M)

Information Updates:

24 Dec - Sunk-Capsized (Explosion)/ Cause Unknown/ Tanker/ 1 Missing and 10 Rescued/
SAR/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ DB291222
(Information Update on DB271222)

It was updated from a news article that ten of eleven crew were rescued by bulk carrier
FALCON TRIUMPH and tanker HIGH ADVENTURE. Both ships responded to distress
message and sailed to disaster site. One crew went missing.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40609/small-tanker-sank-after-
explosion-1-crew-missing-p/

01 Dec - Adrift/ Engine Failure/ Unknown Vessel/ 12 Dead, 148 Rescued/ Off Nicobar's
Campbell Bay, India/ DB281222
(Information Update on DB271222)

It was updated that the boat carrying the 160 Rohingya migrants has been rescued
Indonesian civilians and fishing boats on Monday, 26 December. 12 were found to be dead
with 148 rescued

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/20/rohingya-boat-remains-adrift-for-three-
weeks-without-water-food
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/have-not-eaten-in-10-days-stranded-rohingya-
refugee-boat-now-in-indian-waters#read-more
https://www.thequint.com/news/world/stranded-in-andaman-sea-boat-rohingya-
refugees-rescued-by-indonesians#read-more

Incidents:

27 Dec - Grounding/ Bad Weather/ Cargo Vessel/ 17 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Palawan,
Philippines/ DB291222

On 27 Dec, a cargo vessel went aground off Palawan, Philippines due to bad weather. 17
people were rescued from a SAR operation.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=531012425727723&set=a.223973506431618
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40617/cargo-ship-grounding-and-
aisgps-glitches/
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27 Dec - Others (Death at Sea)/ Medical Issue/ Tanker/ 1 Dead/ Off Kochi Port, India/
DB291222

On 27 Dec, a person was reported to have died on a tanker off Kochi Port, India. The death
was due to medical reasons.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40633/vlcc-tanker-captain-died-board-
during-voyage/

27 Dec - Mechanical Failure/ Engine Failure/ Cargo Vessel/ Hwasun Port, Jeju Province,
ROK/ DB291222

On 27 Dec, a cargo vessel experienced mechanical failure at Hwasun Port, Jeju Province,
ROK. The mechanical failure was due to engine problems.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40621/chinese-freighter-disabled-
maneuvering-korean-port/

26 Dec - Sunk-Capsized/ Cause Unknown/ Cargo Ship/ 3 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Zhuhai City,
China/ DB291222

On 26 Dec, a cargo ship sunk off Zhuhai City, China. Three people were rescued from a SAR
operation. The cause of incident is still unknown.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.sohu.com/a/621416166_119038

25 Dec - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Small Boat/ 2 Dead and 6 Rescued/ SAR/ Off
Barangay Manglit, Pintuyan, Southern Leyte, Philippines/ DB291222

On 25 Dec, a small boat sunk off Barangay Manglit, Pintuyan, Southern Leyte, Philippines
due to bad weather. Two people were reported to have died from the incident while six
others were rescued from a SAR operation.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/coastguardph/posts/567568688741821

26 Dec - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Fishing Boat/ 2 Dead, 1 Missing, 1 Rescued/ SAR/
Off Hsinchu, Taiwan/ DB281222

On 26 Dec, a fishing boat capsized due to bad weather. There were 2 dead, 1 missing and 1
rescued off Hsinchu, Taiwan.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://tw.news.yahoo.com/%E6%96%B0%E7%AB%B9%E5%A4%96%E6%B5%B738%E6%B5%
B7%E6%B5%AC%E8%99%95-
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%E4%B8%AD%ES%9C%8B%E7%B1%8D%E6%BC%81%E8%88%B9%E7%BF%BB%E8%A6%864%
E6%BC%81%E5%B7%A5%E8%90%BD%E6%B5%B7-034903244.html

25 Dec - Work Accident/ Human Error/ Fishing Vessel/ 1 Missing/ SAR/ Off Labuan Waters,
Malaysia/ DB281222

On 25 Dec, a fishing vessel faced a work accident due to human error. SAR was conducted
and 1 was missing off Labuan waters, Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.thesundaily.my/home/mmea-continues-search-for-missing-indonesian-
fisherman-in-labuan-waters-FE10415536

25 Dec - Collision/ Bad Weather/ Tanker vs Cargo Vessel/ 13 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Bhola,
Bangladesh/ DB271222

On 25 Dec, a tanker collided with a cargo vessel due to bad weather. SAR was conducted
and 13 were rescued off Bhola, Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/6wna93nftg
https://en.ittefag.com.bd/3637/Diesel-laden-cargo-vessel-sinks-in-Bhola

24 Dec - Sunk-Capsized/ Bad Weather/ Small Boat/ 2 Rescued/ SAR/ Off Tawi-Tawi,
Philippines/ DB271222

On 24 Dec, a small boat capsized due to bad weather off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. SAR was
conducted and 2 were rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1191465
https://www.facebook.com/PhilippineNavy/posts/pfbid0xfHW6H3S8Zx8MFzWutSdjdmVDQ
EyQa752b3zikhhurFtkbnwA62i3hDDsU7Pgxil

24 Dec - Sunk-Capsized (Explosion)/ Cause Unknown/ Tanker/ 1 Missing 8 Rescued/ SAR/
Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ DB271222

On 24 Dec, a tanker had exploded off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. SAR was conducted which
resulted in 1 missing and 8 rescued.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40609/small-tanker-sank-after-
explosion-1-crew-missing-p/
https://www.facebook.com/PhilippineNavy/posts/pfbidOxfHw6H3S8Zx8MFzWutSdjdmVDQ
EyQa752b3zikhhurFtkbnwA62i3hDDsU7Pgxil

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1191465
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Out of Reporting Period:

17 Dec - Cargo Mishap/ Bad Weather/ Container Vessel/ Off Quang Nam Province, Viet
Nam/ DB271222

On 17 Dec, a container vessel faced a cargo mishap due to bad weather off Quang Nam
Province, Viet Nam.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.fleetmon.com/maritime-news/2022/40569/container-ship-lost-10-
containers-south-china-sea/

https://seavision.volpe.dot.gov/
https://www.bienphong.com.vn/container-troi-dat-vao-bo-bien-quang-ngai-nhieu-kha-
nang-cua-tau-pacific-express-post457384.html

01 Dec - Adrift/ Engine Failure/ Unknown Vessel/ 157 Missing, 3 Dead/ Off Nicobar's
Campbell Bay, India/ DB271222

On 01 Dec, a vessel faced an engine failure and was adrift off Nicobar’'s Campbell Bay, India.
There were 157 missing and 3 dead.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/20/rohingya-boat-remains-adrift-for-three-
weeks-without-water-food
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/have-not-eaten-in-10-days-stranded-rohingya-
refugee-boat-now-in-indian-waters#read-more
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SECTION D: ILLEGAL, UNREGULATED AND UNREPORTED FISHING (IUUF)

Incidents:

24 Dec - Poaching/ 1 Indonesian Fishing Vessel Detained/ 6 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/
Illegal Fishing (License of Fishing Vessel)/ Off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia/ DB291222

On 24 Dec, local authorities detained an Indonesian fishing vessel off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia.
Six foreign fishermen were arrested for not having valid license for their fishing vessel.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid0OLiBAmjCypNxF9PQqFrryHPtYP
wKXgdUP3P57z9JpxijpDLNZfxvxgwX19E4sa8s2l

Out of Reporting Period:

21 Dec - Poaching/ 1 Indian Trawler Detained/ 12 Foreign Fishermen Arrested/ Illegal
Fishing (License of Fishing Vessel)/ Off Veththalakerni, Sri Lanka/ DB271222

On 21 Dec, local authorities detained a trawler off Veththalakerni, Sri Lanka. 12 foreign
fishermen were arrested due to invalid license of fishing vessel.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://news.navy.lk/oparation-news/2022/12/21/202212211715/
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Incidents:

26 Dec - Drugs and Weapons/ Heroin (40 kg), and Weapons and Ammunition/ Fishing
Vessel/ Off Gujarat, India/ DB281222

On 26 Dec, local authorities seized 40kg of heroin and weapons and ammunition from a
fishing vessel off Gujarat, India.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/pakistani-boat-carrying-arms-drugs/

24 Dec - Drugs/ Meth (45 kg)/ Unknown Vessel/ From Thailand to Indonesia/ Off Blang
Mangat, Aceh, Indonesia/ DB281222

On 24 Dec, local authorities seized 45kg of meth from an unknown vessel going from
Thailand to Indonesia off Blang Mangat, Aceh, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://medan.tribunnews.com/2022/12/27/tni-al-berhasil-ungkap-penyeludupan-sabu-
sabu-sebanyak-45-kilogram-di-lhokseumaw

24 Dec - Fuel/ Diesel (60,000 litres)/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Phu Quoc Island, Viet Nam/
DB271222

On 24 Dec, local authorities detained a fishing vessel off Phu Quoc Island, Viet Nam. The
vessel contained 60,000 litres of diesel fuel.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://baotintuc.vn/chong-buon-lau-hang-gia/lien-tiep-bat-giu-tau-ca-cho-dau-do-
khong-ro-nguon-goc-tren-vung-bien-tay-nam-20221225143251004.htm

Out of Reporting Period:

22 Dec - Drugs/ Meth (30 Grams)/ Small Boat/ Off Zamboanga City, Philippines/ DB291222

On 22 Dec, local authorities detained a small boat off Zamboanga City, Philippines. On the
small boat were 30 grams of meth that were meant to be smuggled.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/coastguardph/posts/568381755327181
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22 Dec - Tobacco/ Cigarettes (282,000 Sticks)/ Small Boat/ From Indonesia to Malaysia/
Off Kuala Batu Pahat, Johor, Malaysia/ DB291222

On 22 Dec, local authorities detained a small boat off Kuala Batu Pahat, Johor, Malaysia.
Onboard the boat were 282,000 sticks of cigarettes that were smuggled from Indonesia to
Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbidONuWrZGsJ8txn9HTKyW4HJIx9U
mZarWg5rktdCtWewM4ScKCmrumpPKCInvWiG9Rvol

21 Dec - Domestic Products/ Onions (50,000 Kg)/ Container Vessel/ From China to
Philippines/ Mindanao Container Terminal Port, Philippines/ DB291222

On 21 Dec, local authorities detained a container vessel at Mindanao Container Terminal
Port, Philippines. Onboard the container vessel were 50,000 kg of onions that were
smuggled from China to Philippines.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/BureauOfCustomsPH/posts/pfbid037uKwRyLk2VBzyvzMhx6X
UGLBh3enGetvaWyv3Lx620KVghvrnb9MfaSwKdDNDjzyl

18 Nov - Drugs/ Meth (20 kg)/ Passenger Vessel/ From Indonesia/ Off Nunukan, Indonesia/
DB281222

On 18 Nov, local authorities seized 20kg of meth from a passenger vessel from Indonesia
off nunukan, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://infobanua.co.id/2022/12/22/bnn-bea-ringkus-2-bandar-besar-mengamankan-2o-
kilo-sabu-sabu-dikemas-mengunakan-bungkusan-milo/

21 Dec - (Location) Tobacco/ Beedi Leaves (1.5 tons)/ Ashore/ From India to Sri Lanka/
Pullaveli Beach, India/ DB271222

On 21 Dec, local authorities seized 1.5 tons of Beedi Leaves going from India to Sri Lanka at
Pullaveli Beach, India.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/150-tonnes-of-beedi-leaves-
seized/article66288507.ece

21 Dec - Fuel/ Fuel Oil (15,000 litres)/ Tanker/ Off Hai Phong City, Viet Nam/ DB271222

On 21 Dec, local authorities detained a tanker off Hai Phong City, Viet Nam. The tanker
contained 15,000 litres of fuel oil.
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News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://canhsatbien.vn/portal/thuc-thi-phap-luat/hai-doan-11-tam-giu-tau-cho-dau-
khong-ro-nguon-goc

21 Dec - Fuel/ Diesel (70,000 litres)/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Phu Quoc Island, Viet Nam/
DB271222

On 21 Dec, local authorities detained a fishing vessel off Phu Quoc Island, Viet Nam. The
fishing vessel contained 70,000 litres of diesel oil.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://canhsatbien.vn/portal/thuc-thi-phap-luat/doan-trinh-sat-so-2-bat-giu-tau-cho-
dau-do-khong-co-giay-to-chung-minh-nguon-goc-hop-phap

21 Nov - Domestic Products/ Cosmetics (773 Packages)/ Container Vessel/ From China to
India/ Adani Port, Mundra, India/ DB271222

On 21 Dec, local authorities detained a container vessel going from China to India in Adani
Port, Mundra, India. The container vessel contained 773 packages of cosmetics.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/dri-seizes-cosmetics-worth-
T4cr/articleshow/95751041.cms#:~:text=Ahmedabad%3A%20A%20team%200f%20Directora
te,contraband%20goods%20by%20DRI%200fficials.https://dri.nic.in/main/prelease?ye=2022
&mo=2022
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SECTION F: IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (IHM)

Information Updates:

01 Dec - Human Smuggling/ 185 Rohingya Migrants going from Bangladesh to Malaysia/
Fishing Vessel/ Ujung Pidie, Indonesia/ DB281222
(Information Update on DB271222)

An update was provided on the location, number of migrants and type of vessel.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/27/second-boat-with-185-rohingya-arrives-in-
indonesias-aceh
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/2022/12/27/hungry-and-exhausted-185-
stranded-rohingya-rescued-from-sea-in-indonesia/

Incidents:

25 Dec - Human Smuggling/ 58 Rohingya Migrants/ Unknown Vessel/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/
DB281222

On 25 Dec, local authorities detained 58 Rohingya migrants from an unknown vessel off
Aceh, Indonesia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.detik.com/sumut/berita/d-6480026/58-imigran-rohingya-kembali-
terdampar-di-aceh-besar

Out of Reporting Period:

22 Dec - Illegal Documentation/ 2 Thai and 3 Myanmar National/ Fishing Vessel/ Off Pulau
Kendi, Malaysia/ DB291222

On 22 Dec, local authorities detained a fishing vessel off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia. There was
a total of five foreign fishermen that did not have valid documentation to be in Malaysia.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.facebook.com/maritimmalaysia/posts/pfbid0OLiBAmjCypNxF9PQqFrryHPtYP
WKXgdUP3P57z9JpxijpDLNZfxvxgwX19E4sa8s2l

20 Dec - Human Smuggling/ 2 Small Boats/ 114 Rohingya Migrants (59 males, 47 females
and children)/ Off Ko Tone Lay, Gayatggyi Island, Myanmar/ DB281222

On 20 Dec, local authorities detained 114 Rohingya migrants from 2 small boats off Ko Tone
Lay, Gayatggyi Island, Myanmar.
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News Link(s)/ Info Source:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.rfa.org/english/ne
ws/myanmar/rohingya-arrested-
12212022050529.html/ampRFA&ved=2ahUKEwiklcfx4pj8 AhRXGTGwWGHcfaAUwQFnoECBUQA
Q&usg=A0vVaw0JsoDLf56gZi4W3WL2jgdI

MRCC Myanmar

01 Dec - Human Smuggling/ 160 Rohingya Migrants going from Bangladesh to Malaysia/
Unknown Vessel/ Off Nicobar’'s Campbell Bay, India/ DB271222

On 01 Dec, local authorities detained 160 Rohingya migrants going from Bangladesh to
Malaysia from an unknown vessel off Nicobar’'s Campbell Bay, India.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://www.thequint.com/news/india/have-not-eaten-in-10-days-stranded-rohingya-
refugee-boat-now-in-indian-waters#read-more
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SECTION G: ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY (ENVSEC)

Incidents:
25 Dec - MARPOL/ Liquid/ Oil Spill/ Oil Tanker/ Meghna River, Bangladesh/ DB271222

On 25 Dec, an oil tanker had spill 1.1 million litres of diesel into the Meghna River,
Bangladesh.

News Link(s)/ Info Source:

https://en.ittefaq.com.bd/3637/Diesel-laden-cargo-vessel-sinks-in-Bhola
https://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/6wna93nftg
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SECTION I: OTHERS
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IFC RECOMMENDATIONS

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state
and inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC
identified hotspots (Sulu-Celebes seas, Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in
Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and South Harbor Anchorage in Philippines).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional
Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the
accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security
rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the
perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident should be
provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as
depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Qé6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious
approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel:  +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
Fax: +65 65945734

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to
remind mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and other policy
requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The
reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/
flag authorities.
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PAST IFC SPOT COMMENTARIES/ANALYST JOURNAL

2021

IFC Spot Commentary 01/21 - Observations of Sea Robbery and Sea Theft in Manila South
Harbour Anchorage, Philippines

2020

Spot Commentary 2/20 - Observations of Sea Theft and Attempted Actions Incidents in
Eastbound Land of Singapore Strait

Analyst Journal 2/20 - Observations of Rohingya Migrants’ Movement within the IFC Area of
Interest (AOI)

Analyst Journal 1/20 - Sea Robberies, Sea Thefts and Attempted Actions in the Singapore
Strait and Approaches

IFC SPOT COMMENTARY 01/20 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted
Actions Incidents in Manilla and Batangas anchorage.

2019

IFC Spot Commentary 3/19 - Observations of Sea Robbery, Sea Theft and Attempted Actions
Incidents in Singapore Strait and Approaches

IFC Spot Commentary 2/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the Southern Approaches-
South China Sea (SCS) since 31 May to 26 Sep 2019

IFC Spot Commentary 1/19 - Observations of TRAPS incidents in the area off Tg Piai,
Malaysia/Western Approaches-Singapore Strait since 1 January to 27 May 2019

2018

IFC Spot Commentary 4/18 - Observations between 5 to 8 December for incidents in the Sulu-
Celebes Sea/Eastern Sabah

IFC Spot Commentary 3/18 - Kidnapping Incident of Two Crew on Fishing Vessel “DWIJAYA 1", Off
Semporna.

IFC Spot Commentary 2/18 - Attempted Actions on Tug boat “EVER ALPHA”, Pulau Tambisan,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 1/18 - Observations on Sea Theft and Robberies recorded in Singapore
Strait and its approaches - January to December 2017.

2017

IFC Spot Commentary 5/17 - Abduction of 5 Local Fishermen off Poblacion coast, Pangutaran,
Sulu, Philippines.

IFC Spot Commentary 4/17 - Attempted Piracy / Qil Siphoning Incident on Oil Tanker MT MGT 1,
Malaysia.

IFC Spot Commentary 3/17 - Abduction of Crew from SUPER SHUTTLE TUGBOAT 1, Basilan Strait.
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IFC Spot Commentary 2/17 - Abduction of Crew of Giang Hai off Sibutu Passage.
IFC Spot Commentary 1/17 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East
Sabah and Southern Philippines.

2016

IFC Spot Commentary 2/16 - Kidnapping, Harassment and Suspicious Activities in Waters off East

Sabah and Southern Philippines.
IFC Spot Commentary 1/16 - Kidnapping at Sea by Armed Groups in Waters off East Sabah and

Southern Philippines.
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Note: Information herein were derived from various internal and external sources
such as Focal Points, OPCENs and other maritime stakeholders. Seafarers should
remain vigilant especially in areas where the threat level is assessed to be of
concern in accordance with the IFC’'s Assessments via its Weekly Report or Spot
Commentaries. Ships should apply the appropriate security measures (such as
Tugs and Barge Guide, Guide for Tankers Operating in Asia, or Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia). Ship masters should
also be aware and refer to the Maritime Security Charts Q6112 and Q6113, both
published by the UK Hydrographic Office.

SAFE AND SECURE
SEAS FOR ALL

@ 103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Singapore 498750

information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg ”fg +65 6594 5734
@ www.ifcorg.sg () +65 9626 8965
http://bit.ly/Information_Fusion_Centre @ +65 6594 5728 / 5705
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