
Quarterly Summary of Theft, Robbery, and Piracy at Sea
Incidents in the Singapore Strait – Q4 (correct as at 1 Jan 2025)

1) Summary of Incidents in Dec. Total nine (9) incidents reported – all incidents occurred in the Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait.
• Six (6) incidents involved armed perpetrators (i.e. knives, “gun-like” object) [2, 7, 11, 14, 17, and 28 Dec]
• Two (2) incid ents involved confrontation, of which on e (1) incid ent resulted in injury to c rew [2 D ec – one crew reportedly t ied up but no injury ; and 11 Dec – one crew

sustained multiple cut wounds that were non life-threatening.]

• Six (6) incidents [2, 7, 9, 11, 14, and 28 Dec] reported items stolen (i.e. engine parts, ship spares).

2) Overview of Q4 2024 (Oct to Dec).
• Quarter-on-quarter, Q4 2024 (27 incidents) reco rded the highest number of incid ents since Q4 2021. This is likely due to th e co mbined effects of (1) Northeast Monsoon

season, c ausing unfavourable fishing conditions in the South Chin a Sea (SCS) , which impacted fishing yields; and (2) inc reased fin ancial obligations leadin g up to year- end
festivities. The multiple typhoons in the s econd half of 2024 also exac erbated the already unfavourable fishing conditions in th e SC S, s everely affecting fishing ac tivity and yield.
These facto rs may c ause loc als to resort to p etty crime in co astal waters to supplement th eir income, d espite ongoing enforc ement efforts and associated risk of arrests. [Info:

From past trends, Q4s typically record higher incident numbers du e to factors listed above. However, an except ion to this trend was observed in Q4 2023 (6 incidents), likely due
to the successful enforcement operations conducted by regional authorities, which achieved a strong deterrent effect.]

3) Key Observations and Assessments.
• All incidents occurred in known areas of concern within the Phillip Ch annel. Vessels transitin g this area were known to dec rease speed significantly when turning, and

enforcement is challenging. IFC assessed that perpetrators had good knowledge of local waters and will continue to blend in with traffic in SS, and board when opportune.
• Perpetrato rs continued to target vulnerable vessel types such as Bulk Carriers and Tankers. Consistent with past t rending, these vessels remain the preferred targets due to

their ship characteristics (i.e. slow speed, low freeboard).
• Based on incident reports, p erpetrators’ modus operand i remain ed largely consistent with p etty crime, and were opportunistic in nature. In most of the incidents, th ere were

no confrontation and/or injury reported, if any, were typically engine parts, ship spares, and scrap metals.
• Consistent with past trending, perpetrato rs may target mu ltip le vessels in the same night or o ver subsequent nights in the same area, especially if previous attempts were

unsuccessful. [Note: In Q4, there were two occasions (18 Oct, and 14 Nov) where three (3) incidents occurred within one night.]

4) Outlook for Q1 2025 (Jan to M ar). Based on p ast t rends, the ongoing North east Monsoon (till Mar 2025) is exp ected to cause unfavourable fishing conditions in the SCS and affec t

fishing yields, this may c ause loc als to resort to p etty crime in co astal waters to supplement their inco me. As such, IFC assesses that the overall incident nu mbers in Q1 2025 are likely
to be comparable to Q4 2024. IFC will continue working with regional authorities to step up enforcement efforts in known areas of concern.

Recommended Actions for All Transiting Vessels
• Alw ays remain vigilan t, particularly when transiting known are as of concern in the Phillip Channel, and w aters off Bintan and Batam. Pro mpt report ing to loc al autho rit ies is

important to enable timely responses, and can help prevent subsequent boardings on other transiting vessels.

• Adopt Ship Pro tect ion M easures recommend ed in the Regional Guide 2 to Counter Pirac y and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia, e.g., (1) turn on weather deck lighting around
the accommodation block and rear facing lighting on the poop deck, (2) maintain an all-round lookout at an elevated position with focus on suspicious small craft(s) approaching or
in proximity to the ship’s aft, and (3) sound ship’s alarm when suspicious small craft(s) sighted.

• To gu ard against successive boarding attempts by p erp etrators, transiting vessels are encouraged to stay informed by particip ating in Voluntary Community R eportin g as d epicted

in 4th Edition MARSEC Charts Q6112 and Q6113. Upon sighting of suspicious activit ies o r p erpetrators onboard, immediately report to loc al authori ties and inform th e IFC; do not
confront perpetrators.

Contact IFC at +65 6594 5705 / 9626 8965 or information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg

Total Number of Incidents in 2024 #

Singapore Strait 62

Batam Anchorage/Port 4

Vessel 
Types

# Incident Location #

Bulk Carrier 49 Phillip Channel 53

Tug and Barge 8 Westbound Lane of TSS 4

Tanker 8 Eastbound Lane of TSS 5

Supply Vessel 1 Batam Anchorage/Port 4

Incident Types #

Boarding 65

Attempted Boarding 0

Suspicious Approach 1

Incidents Occurred in Dec

Date, Time #

2 Dec, 0343 (UTC+8) 1

7 Dec, 0346 (UTC+8) 1

7 Dec, 2350 (UTC+8) 1

9 Dec, 0417 (UTC+8) 1

11 Dec, 0210 (UTC+8) 1

14 Dec, 0001 (UTC+8) 1

17 Dec, 2250 (UTC+8) 1

22 Dec, 0606 (UTC+8) 1

28 Dec, 0114 (UTC+8) 1

Incidents Reported in Dec 
(Delayed Reporting)

Date, Time #

- -

This Year to DateNumber of Incidents & Vessel Types

9 incidents in Dec 2024
27 incidents in Q4 2024

Bulk Carrier Tug and Barge
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Tanker Supply Vessel Incidents in Dec

Key Observations & Assessments


