
Monthly Summary of Theft, Robbery, and Piracy at Sea 
Incidents in the Singapore Strait (correct as at 1 Jun 2026)

Modus Operandi: Remains Largely Consistent With Petty Crime
• Based on crew account and incident reports, the Modus Operandi of the perpetrators operating in the Singapore Strait remain largely opportunistic in nature, 

typically operating in periods of darkness and amongst high shipping/boat concentrations, which make detection difficult. Perpetrators also often avoid 
confrontation where possible, opting to flee upon being detected.

• Stolen items largely comprised low-value items that can be easily sold on the black markets, including scrap metal, engine spare parts, and ship stores; this 
observation is consistent with petty theft.

• Perpetrators typically operate in small groups (4–8 pax) using small boats, targeting slow-moving vessels (7–12 knots) with low to medium freeboard, which 
make them easier to target. 

• The main vessel types targeted in the Philip Channel are Bulk Carriers, Tankers, and Tug & Barge in the Phillip Channel. In the Eastbound TSS, however, the 
main vessel type targeted is Tug & Barge, assessed due to predictable transit patterns and limited security measures/fixtures on the Barge(s).

Recommended Actions for All Transiting Vessels

• Always remain vigilant, particularly when transiting known areas of concern in the Phillip Channel, and waters off Bintan and Batam. Prompt reporting to 
local authorities is important to enable timely responses, and can help prevent subsequent boarding(s) on other transiting vessels.

• Adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide 2 to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia, e.g., (1) turn on weather 
deck lighting around the accommodation block and rear facing lighting on the poop deck, (2) maintain an all-round lookout at an elevated position with focus 
on suspicious small craft(s) approaching or in proximity to the ship’s aft, and (3) sound ship’s alarm when suspicious small craft(s) sighted. 

• All are highly encouraged to capture/share photographs and CCTV footage taken during the incidents. Evidence clearly showing facial features and/or unique 
identifying markers (e.g. attire or tattoos for example) are particularly useful to support regional authorities in further investigations, which may lead to 
successful arrests and prosecution.

• To guard against successive boarding attempts by perpetrators, transiting vessels are encouraged to stay informed by participating in Voluntary Community 
Reporting as depicted in 1st Edition MARSEC Charts Q6112 and Q6113 (dated 14 Nov 2024). Upon sighting of suspicious activities or perpetrators onboard, 
immediately report to local authorities and inform the IFC; do not confront perpetrators.

Contact IFC at +65 6594 5705 / 9626 8965 or information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
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S/N Date, Time

1 13 May, 0130 (UTC+8)

Bulk Carrier Tug and Barge

Vessel Types # Incident Location #

Bulk Carrier 9 Phillip Channel 12

Tanker 2 Eastbound Lane of TSS 5

Tug and Barge 6 Westbound Lane of TSS -

Container Vessel -

Incident Types #

Boarding 17

Attempted Boarding -

Total Number of Incidents #

Singapore Strait 17
New incidents

• One incident was reported on 13 May 2026 involving a Bulk Carrier while it transited the Phillip Channel, in the Singapore Strait. No injury to crew was 
reported.

• A crew member reportedly sighted a perpetrator armed with a knife in the engine room workshop. The perpetrator fled the vessel upon hearing the ship’s 
alarm. No item was reported stolen.

• With the Northeast Monsoon abating and weather conditions expected to become more favorable for fishing activities, the IFC assesses that incident 
numbers would likely remain low in the coming quarter. Notwithstanding, risks of incidents occurring remain, particularly in known areas of concern. All 
vessels are thus strongly advised to maintain heightened vigilance and adhere to recommended security actions when transiting the Singapore Strait.
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