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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 93 93 67 67

Maritime Incidents 83 83 65 65

Contraband Smuggling 70 70 60 60

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 10 10 23 23

Irregular Human Migration 17 17 14 14

Environmental Security 0 0 5 5

Cyber Security 0 0 1 1

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0
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Number of Vessels

Maritime Incidents 2 1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -16

Contraband Smuggling 1 -2

Grand total 4 -21

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 2 TRAPS incidents were reported in May 2026. Of note, one incident took place in the Phillip 

Channel, Singapore Strait (SS) and another incident off Chittagong, Bangladesh. 

Maritime Incidents: 66 MI incidents were reporting in May 2026. Sunk-Capsized being the most common reported cause of incident 

this month which accounted for 19 of the 66 incidents.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 26 IUUF incidents were reported in May 2026, a noticeable decline overall and 

remained well below the levels recorded in May 2024, 2025. Local violations remained the main contributor, while poaching 

incidents increased slightly but were concentrated mainly in Australian waters.

Contraband Smuggling: 56 CS incidents were reported in May 2026, down from the previous month, but smuggling continued 

across domestic products, fuel, tobacco, and drugs. The incidents were spread broadly across maritime routes in Southeast 

Asia and parts of East and South Asia.

Irregular Human Migration: 10 IHM incidents were reported in May 2026, there were no large-scale IMH ventures from the Bay of

Bengal to Malaysia or Indonesia this month. The incidents consists of migrant workers transiting between Indonesia and Malaysia,

except one case of a Chinese individual illegally entering South Korea.

Environment Security: 10 ENVSEC incidents were reported in May 2026, involving maritime pollution, a decline compared to

previous month but a significant increase compared to past years, 2024 and 2025.

Cyber Security: 18 CYBSEC incidents were reported in May 2026, all incidents involved vessels transiting the IFC’s AOI signalling

false information over AIS. This information may have included false name, flag or vessel type, intended to deceive observers.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

• A total of 2 TRAPS incidents (Boarding) were reported in May 2026, with 
one incident each in the Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait (SS) and off 
Chittagong, Bangladesh. This represented a significant decrease compared 
to the same period in 2025 (23) and 2024 (10).

• Both incidents occurred during the Period of Darkness (PoD), involving a 
Container Vessel and a Bulk Carrier respectively.

Singapore Strait.

•One incident was reported on 13 May 2026 involving a Bulk Carrier while it 
transited the Phillip Channel, in the Singapore Strait. No injury to crew was 
reported. A crew member reportedly sighted a perpetrator armed with a 
knife in the engine room workshop. The perpetrator fled the vessel upon 
hearing the ship’s alarm. No item was reported stolen.

Bangladesh.

• One incident was reported on 07 May 2026 involving a Container Vessel 
while anchored off Chittagong, Bangladesh. No injury to crew was reported. 
Approximately 8 to10 perpetrators armed with long knives were reportedly 
sighted onboard the vessel. The perpetrators fled upon hearing the ship's 
alarm. Paint was reported stolen.

Comments.

• Based on crew account and incident reports, the Modus Operandi of the 
perpetrators remain largely opportunistic in nature, typically operating in 
periods of darkness and amongst high shipping/boat concentrations, which 
make detection difficult. Perpetrators also often avoid confrontation where 
possible, opting to flee upon being detected.

• With the Northeast Monsoon abating and weather conditions expected to 
become more favorable for fishing activities, the IFC assesses that incident 
numbers would likely remain low in the coming quarter. Notwithstanding, 
risks of incidents occurring remain, particularly in known areas of concern. 
All vessels are thus strongly advised to maintain heightened vigilance and 
adhere to recommended security actions when transiting the Singapore 
Strait.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)

Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

• A total of 66 Maritime incidents were reported for the 
month of May which is higher than the number recorded in 
the same period in 2025 (65) but lower than in 2024 (83).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (19), followed by Adrift (17), then Collision-
Grounding (11).

• The cause of incident with the highest number is Equipment 
Failure (16), then Bad Weather (14), and Unauthorized 
Operation (7).

• The types of vessels which have the highest number of 
incidents are Fishing Vessel (36), followed by Small Boat 
(12), then by Tug (10)

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of ROK (17), followed by 
both Vietnam (10) and Malaysia (10), then by Philippines (9) 
and Thailand (9).

• A total of (23) individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is lower than last month (308). Overall,
(47) SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue 
of (361) individuals.

Comments:

• The number of dead or missing for this month is 
comparatively low compared to last month high number of 
dead and missing which is primarily resulting from the sunk-
capsized incident in the Andaman Sea involving a fishing 
trawler  carrying  Rohingya  refugees  and  Bangladeshi 
nationals wherein 280 individuals were reported missing.
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OBSERVATIONS

Statistics :

• A total of 26 IUUF incidents were recorded in May 2026, marking a notable decline from April 

2026 (49 incidents) and March 2026 (33 incidents). Compared with the same month in 

previous years, the number of incidents remains significantly lower than May 2025 (67 

incidents) and May 2024 (93 incidents). This indicates that while IUUF activities continue to 

occur across the region, the overall level of reported incidents has decreased and remains 

well below the higher levels observed in preceding years, reflecting a generally improved 

enforcement and monitoring environment.

• Most IUUF incidents were concentrated in Malaysia (9 incidents, 35%) and Australia (8 

incidents, 31%), together accounting for 66% of all reported cases. The Republic of Korea 

(ROK) recorded 4 incidents (15%), while Sabah, Indonesia, the Philippines, Bangladesh, and 

Japan each reported 1 incident (4%), highlighting Malaysia and Australia as the primary IUUF 

hotspots during the reporting period.

• Local: A total of 15 local IUUF incidents were recorded in May 2026, significant decline from 

April (42 incidents) and March (25 incidents). The figure was also well below May 2025 (36 

incidents) and May 2024 (69 incidents), indicating that local IUUF activity remained at a 

relatively low level during the reporting period.

• Malaysia accounted for majority of local IUUF incidents with 8 cases (53%), followed by the 

Republic of Korea (ROK) (2 cases, 13%). Sabah, Indonesia, the Philippines, Bangladesh, and 

Japan each recorded 1 incident (7%), highlighting Malaysia as the main hotspot for local IUUF 

activity during the reporting period.

• Poaching: A total of 11 poaching-related IUUF incidents were recorded in May 2026, up from 

April (7 incidents) and March (8 incidents). However, the figure remained well below May 2025 

(31 incidents) and May 2024 (24 incidents), indicating that poaching activity, despite the 

recent increase, remained relatively low compared to previous years.

• Australia accounted for the majority of poaching incidents with 8 cases (73%), followed by 

the Republic of Korea (ROK) (2 cases, 18%) and Malaysia (1 case, 9%), highlighting Australian 

waters as the primary poaching hotspot during the reporting period.

•  International : NSTR.

Comments :

• IUUF incidents in May 2026 declined overall and remained well below the levels recorded in 

May 2025 and May 2024. Local violations remained the main contributor, with Malaysia 

identified as the key hotspot, while poaching incidents increased slightly but were 

concentrated mainly in Australian waters. Continued monitoring and regional cooperation 

remain necessary to sustain the downward trend and prevent localized resurgence.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)
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Statistics:

A total of 56 CS incidents were reported in May 2026, reflecting a decline from April 

2026 (65). While the overall frequency decreased, the operational impact remained 

significant due to high-value rare earth metal seizures and large-scale fuel smuggling 

cases recorded in Vietnam and Malaysia.

• Domestic Products (x15): Indonesia (x8), Bangladesh(x2), Sabah (x2), Malacia 

straits(x), Malaysia (x1), ROK (x1).

•Fuel (x11): Vietnam (x5), Thailand (x2), Sabah (x2), Malaysia (x1).

• Drugs (x10): Malaysia (x3), Australia (x2), India(x1), Indonesia (x1), Vietnam(x1), 

Philippines (x1), Bangladesh (x1).

•Tobacco (x10): Philippines (x8), Sabah(x1), Indonesia (x1).

•Natural Resources (x4): Sri Lanka (x2), Indonesia(x1), Sabah (x1).

•Wildlife (x6): Indonesia (x5), Thailand (x1).

•Wildlife and Weapons (x1): Indonesia

•Tobacco and Domestic Products (x1): Sri Lanka

Comments:

• Incident levels in May 2026 dipped compared to the previous month, though the 

diversity of seized goods and geographical spread remain broad.

• Domestic products smuggling continues to lead in frequency, driven by sustained 

regional demand for daily products usage like clothes and liquor in Indonesia.

• Drug smuggling saw a strategic shift toward high-value commodities, notably with 

over 34kg of cocaine linked to Australia and 115kg in India.

• Fuel smuggling has slightly dropped with 11 cases reported this month from 17 

cases reported in the previous month. The majority of incidents were reported in the 

waters of Vietnam and Malaysia.

• Tobacco smuggling has increased from 7 cases in the previous month to 10 cases 

reported this month. Most of the incidents were reported in the Philippines. Wildlife has 

also increased slightly, while Indonesia remains the top destination.

. Off Note, the most significant incdient was Natural Resources which was involved 

with 390 tonnes of Rare Earth Metals siezed by the Indonesian Navy valued at 

hundreds of millions dollars.
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Statistics:

• There were a total of 10 IHM incidents reported in May 
2026. There were four cases of Illegal Documentation and six 
cases of routine Irregular Human Migration.

Comments:

• 1 incident, from 9 April, was a large scale IHM incident 
involving up to 280 Rohingya immigrants. Tragically, the boat 
was found capsized with only 9 persons rescued. A second, 
smaller boat containing 25 persons also arrived in Malaysia 
from the Bay of Bengal.

• Three illegal documentation incidents involved foreign 
workers working illegally on vessels in the Malacca Strait. 
The fourth was an illegal migrant arrested for working on a 
fishing boat in South Korea.

•The routine IHM incidents were almost all migrant workers 
transiting between Indonesia and Malaysia, except one case 
of a Chinese man illegally entering South Korea.

• There were no large-scale IHM ventures from the Bay of 
Bengal to Malaysia or Indonesia this month. It is now the end 
of the historical peak season for these transits. Travel in the 
Bay of Bengal during the next few months is dangerous, with 
a high risk of capsize due to bad weather. It is likely that large 
scale, crowded IHM vessels will resume activity in October or 
November after the Indian Ocean monsoon season has 
passed.

OBSERVATIONS
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Statistics :

•A total of 10 ENVSEC incidents were reported in May 2026, representing a 

decrease from April 2026 (14 incidents) but remaining higher than March 

2026 (7 incidents). Compared with the same period in previous years, the 

number was significantly higher than May 2025 (5 incidents) and May 2024 

(0 incidents). Overall, this indicates that environmental security incidents 

remained above historical levels despite a decline from the previous 

month.

• Most incidents occurred in the SW of the South China Sea (4) and the 

Republic of Korea (ROK) (4), while Japan and the Philippines recorded 1 

incident each. Among incidents where vessel types were identified, fishing 

vessels accounted for the largest share (3), followed by tankers (1) and 

small boats (1), highlighting fishing vessels as the most frequently 

identified vessel type during the reporting period.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : A total of 10 maritime pollution incidents 

were recorded in May 2026, representing a decrease from April 2026 (14 

incidents) but remaining higher than March 2026 (7 incidents). Compared 

with the same period in previous years, the figure was higher than May 

2025 (5 incidents) and May 2024 (0 incidents). Most incidents occurred in 

the SW of the South China Sea (4) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) (4), 

while Japan and the Philippines recorded 1 incident each. Overall, maritime 

pollution incidents remained above historical levels despite a decline from 

the previous month.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• ENVSEC incidents in May 2026 declined from the previous month but 

remained above levels recorded in previous years, driven entirely by 

maritime pollution cases. Incidents were mainly concentrated in the SW of 

the South China Sea and the Republic of Korea (ROK), reflecting continued 

pollution risks in active maritime areas. Although no major environmental 

disaster was reported, sustained monitoring, timely reporting, and regional 

cooperation remain essential to mitigate potential impacts on the marine 

environment.
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Statistics:
•There were 18 CYBSEC incident reported in May 2026.

Comments:

• All of the incidents involved a vessel transiting the IFC AOR 
signalling false information over AIS. This information may 
have included a false name, flag or vessel type, intended to 
deceive observers as to the nature and purpose of the vessel.

• There  were  no  reports  of  damage  to  underwater 
telecommunications cables and no reports of an incident in 
maritime cyberspace.

Note:

• As of Jan 2026, IFC has updated how we report on CYBSEC 
incidents, moving to a target-centric reporting focus rather 
than method-centric. This will allow IFC to better categorise 
and analyse CYBSEC incidents in the region and more easily 
understand and report threats. IFC has also commenced 
reporting on dark or grey vessels conducing information 
deception  (via  AIS)  this  year,  significantly  increasing 
reporting numbers compared to 2025.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Late Reported Incidents

Contraband Smuggling 54 11 - - 1 66

Maritime Incidents 65 1 - - - 66

Cyber Security 18 13 2 2 1 36

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 26 3 - - - 29

Irregular Human Migration 9 2 1 - - 12

Environmental Security 10 - - - - 10

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category May 2026 Apr 2026 Mar 2026 Feb 2026 Jan 2026 Grand total

People Involved

714
Vessels Involved

219
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$11.02M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

Grand total 182 30 3 2 2 219

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 2000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

IFC Recommendations
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Maritime Incidents 11 3

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 7 -2

Contraband Smuggling 7 -2

Irregular Human Migration 5 -1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -16

Grand total 31 -19

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and Singapore

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Contraband Smuggling 47 7

Maritime Incidents 41 2

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 12 -19

Irregular Human Migration 7 -3

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -20

Environmental Security 1 -3

Grand total 109 -36
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Contraband Smuggling 7 -8

Maritime Incidents 3 -5

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1 -5

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -1

Grand total 12 -21
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Maritime Incidents 22 5

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 5 -5

Environmental Security 5 4

Irregular Human Migration 2 -

Cyber Security 1 0

Contraband Smuggling 1 -2

Grand total 36 4
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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 8 -11

Contraband Smuggling 1 -1

Grand total 9 -13
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Maritime Incidents 2,114 -248

Contraband Smuggling 1,906 -75

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,558 -232

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 297 -21

Irregular Human Migration 252 -130

Cyber Security 140 50

Environmental Security 126 1

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 6,393 -658
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Number of Incidents Vessels Involved

7,568
-8.5% from previous year

People Involved

43,383
-14.4% from previous year

Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$15.58B
-11.9% from previous year
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