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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 77 77 77 77

Contraband Smuggling 88 88 58 58

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 76 76 56 56

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 10 10 20 20

Irregular Human Migration 11 11 5 5

Environmental Security 3 3 3 3

Cyber Security 0 0 0 0

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0

Incidents Compared with Previous Two Years
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 4 -11

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 5 -11

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 4 TRAPS incidents were reported in Mar 2026. This a significant decrease compared to 2025 (20) 

and 2024 (10). Of note, the 4 incidents took place in Phillip Channel, Singapore Strait.

Maritime Incidents: 41 MI incidents were reported in Mar 2026. Equipment Failure is the most commonly reported cause of incident 

this month which accounts for (10) of the (41) incidents.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 29 IUUF incidents were recorded in Mar 2026, this indicates a consistent downward 

trend in IUUF incidents, suggesting continued vigilance, targeted enforcement, and strengthened regional cooperation to prevent any 

potential resurgence.

Contraband Smuggling: 69 CS incidents were reported in Mar 2026. Drug smuggling and Domestic-product smuggling continued to 

account for the largest share of incidents, with Bangladesh and Thailand recording the majority of cases, likely driven by a sharp 

increase in Methamphetamine trafficking and sustained demand for daily-use goods within cross-border communities.

Irregular Human Migration: 5 IHM incidents were reported in Mar 2026. One incident was classified as Illegal Documentation and the 

rest were classified as routine Irregular Human Migration.

Environmental Security: 2 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Mar 2026, 2 incidents involving a cargo vessel and an unknown vessel 

recorded in Sri Lanka and ROK respectively. Continued monitoring, effective reporting, and regional cooperation remain essential to 

support timely response and mitigate potential impacts on the environment.

Cyber Security: 1 CYBSEC incident was reported in Mar 2026. The incident involved a vessel falsely reporting their flag into AIS while 

transiting the IFC AOR. Vessel was stateless and unregistered.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

• Total  of  4 (Boarding)  TRAPS  incidents  reported in March 2026, 
represented a decrease compared to the same period in 2025 (18) and 2024 
(10).

• All incidents occurred during hours of darkness, and are consistent with 
past observations where perpetrators utilise cover of darkness to reduce 
likelihood of detection and conduct boardings in the Phillip Channel.

Singapore Strait.

•All incidents (Sea Theft) reported occurred in Phillip Channel.

• The majority of incidents involved bulk carriers and tankers. Perpetrators 
may be armed (e.g. knives, gun-like objects or metal bars). Reported thefts 
mainly involve engine parts and ship stores.

• Of note, one crew member sustained minor injury in the incident on 19 
March at 0155H (UTC+8). The ships were able to continue their voyages to 
the next port without requiring any assistance.

Comments.

• With the Northeast Monsoon abating, weather conditions are likely to 
improve, enabling the resumption of fishing activities. Based on past trends, 
we can expect incident numbers to decline in the coming months.

• While regional authorities remain committed to step up enforcement 
efforts to keep incident numbers low, all vessels are strongly advised to 
maintain heightened vigilance and implement necessary ship protection 
measures at all times. Timely reporting and the preservation of evidence 
remain essential to support follow-on investigations and strengthen overall 
deterrence.

• Modus operandi remained largely consistent with petty crime, and are 
opportunistic in nature (majority no confrontation reported).

• All companies, sea users, and ship masters are advised to remain vigilant 
when transiting known areas of concern, Phillip Channel, waters off Batam 
and Bintan islands.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

•A total of 41 Maritime incidents were reported this month, 
which is lower than the number recorded in the same period 
in 2025 (77) and in 2024 (77).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (14), followed by Adrift (9), then Vessel Detained 
(6), and Fire-Explosion (6).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of Philippines (8) and 
Vietnam (8), followed by Malaysia (7), then ROK (5).

• A total of (15) individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is lower than last month (24). Overall, (34) 
SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue of
(427) individuals.

Comments:

• Equipment Failure is the most commonly reported cause of 
incident this month which accounts for (10) of the (41) 
incidents.
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OBSERVATIONS

Statistics :

• A total of 29 IUUF incidents were recorded in Mar 26, showing a clear 

decrease compared to the previous month Feb 26 (34), and a further drop 

from Jan 26 (50). The same period in previous years, the number is 

significantly lower than Mar 25 (56) and Mar 24 (76). This indicates a 

consistent  downward  trend  in  IUUF  incidents  during  March  2026, 

suggesting that the situation has eased compared to both recent months 

and historical levels.

•Local: A total of 18 local IUUF incidents were recorded in Mar 26, showing 

a decrease compared to the previous month Feb 26 (20), and a drop from 

Jan 26 (31). Looking at the same period in previous years, the number is 

significantly lower than Mar 25 (32) and Mar 24 (44).

• Most local incidents occurred in Malaysia (6; 30%), followed by the 

Philippines (6; 30%). The ROK recorded 3 incidents (15%), while Bangladesh 

and Sri Lanka recorded 2 incidents each (10%). Indonesia recorded 1 

incident (5%).

• Poaching: 4 poaching IUUF incidents were recorded in Mar 26, showing a 

significant decrease compared to the previous month Feb 26 (14), and a 

sharp drop from Jan 26 (19). Looking at the same period in previous years, 

the number is also markedly lower than Mar 25 (24) and Mar 24 (32).

• Poaching incidents were evenly distributed among vessels flagged to 

China, Myanmar, India, and Indonesia (1 incident each; 25%), indicating no 

single dominant flag state in poaching-related IUUF activities during this 

period.

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

• IUUF incidents in Mar 26 show a clear and continued decline compared to 

both the previous month and historical levels, with reductions observed 

across both local and poaching categories. Local violations remain the 

main contributor at a reduced level, while poaching activities have 

decreased significantly and are limited in scale with no dominant flag 

state.  Continued vigilance,  targeted enforcement,  and  strengthened 

regional cooperation is essential to sustain this downward trend and 

prevent any potential resurgence.
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Statistics:

A total of 69 CS incidents were reported in Mar 2026. This represented an increase 

compared to the same period in 2025 (58) but remained below the peak levels 

recorded in Mar 2024 (88). Overall incident levels showed a notable rise compared to 

Feb 2026 (57), indicating a robust resurgence in regional smuggling activity.

Drugs (x18): Bangladesh (x6 Meth 45,000 pills & 1.3kg), Thailand (x3 Cannabis 

1,019kg), Hong Kong (x3 Cannabis 32kg, Cocaine 2kg), Malaysia (x2 Meth 118kg, 

Cannabis 25kg), Indonesia (x2 Meth 5kg), India (x1), South Korea (x1 Ketamine 1kg). 

Domestic Products (x15): Bangladesh (x10), Malaysia (x4), Indonesia (x1).

Fuel (x14): Thailand (x8 Diesel 85,000L), Malaysia (x5 Diesel 750,000L), Indonesia 

(x1).

Natural Resources (x10): Sri Lanka (x5 Kendu leaves 468kg), Indonesia (x3), Malaysia 

(x2).

Tobacco (x9): Philippines (x4), Bangladesh (x2), Malaysia (x2), India (x1). Wildlife (x3): 

Indonesia (x3).

Comments:

• The IFC assessed that CS incident levels in Mar 2026 increased significantly 

compared to the previous month, surpassing the Mar 2025 baseline but still tracking 

below the historical highs of 2024. This suggests a strengthened recovery of maritime 

illicit trade networks across Southeast Asia.

• Drug-smuggling activity saw a sharp increase, doubling from nine incidents in 

February to 18 this month. Bangladesh remains the primary destination for 

Methamphetamine trafficking (Yaba), while massive seizures of Cannabis in Thailand 

(over 1 ton) highlight a diversifying and high-volume smuggling landscape.

• Domestic-product smuggling remained the leading category in terms of frequency, 

with Bangladesh accounting for the majority of cases (x10), likely driven by sustained 

demand for daily-use goods within cross-border communities.

• Fuel-smuggling activity surged from 10 to 14 incidents. Enforcement was 

particularly active in the Gulf of Thailand and the Malacca Strait, where large-scale Ship-

to-Ship (STS) transfers of diesel (notably 750,000L in a single Malaysian operation) 

were disrupted.

• Natural resources smuggling rebounded from five incidents in the previous month 

to 10 incidents in March, with Sri Lanka emerging as a significant hotspot for the illicit 

trade of Kendu leaves.
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Statistics:

• There were a total of 5 IHM incidents reported in March 
2026. One incident was classified as Illegal Documentation 
and the rest were classified as routine Irregular Human 
Migration.

Comments:

• 1 incident, from 01 March, was a large scale IHM incident 
involving 153 Bangladesh and Rohingya migrants 
attempting to travel to Malaysia.

• The 1 illegal documentation incident involved Myanmar see 
fishermen working on a Malaysian fishing vessel without the 
required immigration worker permits.

• The remaining incidents involved routine migrant workers 
transiting in small boats between Indonesia and Malaysia.

• While it is now the end of the historical peak season for 
large-scale IHM venture from the Bay of Bengal, it is possible 
that there will be more in April or May.

OBSERVATIONS
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Statistics :

• A total of 2 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Mar 2026, showing a 

slight decrease compared to the previous month Feb 26 (3), and 

remaining lower than Jan 26 (3). Compared to the same period in 

previous years, the number is also lower than Mar 25 (4) and slightly 

below Mar 24 (3). Overall, this indicates that environmental security 

incidents remain low, with a gradual downward trend during March 

2026.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : A total of 2 maritime pollution 

incidents were recorded in Mar 26, showing a slight decrease 

compared to the previous month Feb 26 (3), and remaining lower 

than Jan 26 (3). Compared to the same period in previous years, the 

figure is also lower than Mar 25 (4) and slightly below Mar 24 (2). The 

incidents occurred in Sri Lanka (1) and the ROK (1), involving one 

cargo vessel and one unknown vessel, reflecting ongoing challenges 

in vessel identification. Overall, while the number of cases remains 

low, such  incidents continue to highlight environmental risks 

associated with maritime activities in the region.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• Overall, ENVSEC incidents in Mar 2026 remained low and showed a 

slight decline compared to previous months, with cases limited to 

ship-source maritime pollution in Sri Lanka and the ROK. While the 

scale of incidents is minimal, the involvement of both identified and 

unknown  vessels  highlights  ongoing  challenges  in  vessel 

identification and the persistent environmental risks associated with 

maritime activities. Continued monitoring, effective reporting, and 

regional cooperation remain essential to support timely response and 

mitigate potential impacts on the marine environment.
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Statistics:
•There was 1 CYBSEC incident reported in Mar 2026.

Comments:

• There was 1 CYBSEC incident reported in Mar 2026. The 
incident involves a recurrence of the same conduct by a 
vessel previously reported on Jan 2026. Given persistent 
nature of these incidents, we will continue to monitor both 
existing cases and other vessels involving false flags.

Note:

• As of Jan 2026, IFC has updated how we report on CYBSEC 
incidents, moving to a target-centric reporting focus, rather 
than method-centric. This will allow IFC to better categorise 
and analyse CYBSEC incidents in the region and more easily 
understand and report threats.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Contraband Smuggling 55 8 - 63

Maritime Incidents 40 4 - 44

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 29 8 1 38

Irregular Human Migration 5 - 1 6

Cyber Security 1 1 3 5

Environmental Security 2 1 - 3

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Mar 2026 Feb 2026 Jan 2026 Grand total

People Involved

869
Vessels Involved

172
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$5.54M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

132 22 5Grand total 159

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 2000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 5 -6

Maritime Incidents 5 3

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 4 -11

Contraband Smuggling 4 0

Irregular Human Migration 2 0

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 21 -14

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Contraband Smuggling 36 -5

Maritime Incidents 32 -14

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 15 -8

Irregular Human Migration 4 1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 4 -14

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 92 -40

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Contraband Smuggling 15 8

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 7 -1

Irregular Human Migration 1 -

Environmental Security 1 -

Maritime Incidents 1 0

Grand total 25 7

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Southern Asia
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