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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 88 88 51 51

Contraband Smuggling 76 76 48 48

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 55 55 62 62

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 15 15 13 13

Irregular Human Migration 11 11 9 9

Environmental Security 6 6 0 0

Cyber Security 0 0 1 1

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0

Grand total 251 251 184 184
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Incidents

157
-27 from previous year
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 4 -5

Contraband Smuggling 1 0

Grand total 5 -7

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 10 TRAPS incidents were reported in IFC's AOI for Jan 2026. This marks a decrease as compared 

to 2025 (15) and 2024 (13). Of note, 5 incidents were reported off Philippines, 4 in Singapore Strait and 1 in Bangladesh.

Maritime Incidents: 48 MI incidents were reported in Jan 2026. There were no major storms in the IFC's AOI this month. Equipment 

failure is the most commonly reported cause of incident this month which account for (12) of the (48) incidents. Additionally Bad 

Weather remains a major cause of incident with a total of (8) incidents this month.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 36 IUUF incidents were recorded in Jan 26, marking a notable decrease compared with 

Jan 25 (62) and Jan 24 (55). Overall, IUUF incidents declined in Jan 26, though continued local violations highlight the need for 

sustained enforcement.

Contraband Smuggling: 52 CS incidents were reported in Jan 2026, representing an increase compared to Jan 2025 (48) but 

remaining significantly lower than Jan 2024 (76), with incident levels broadly consistent with Dec 2025, indicating a sustained 

elevated baseline rather than a short-term fluctuation. This trend suggests continued structural drivers of smuggling activity, with 

limited evidence of a significant escalation during the reporting period.

Irregular Human Migration: 7 IHM incidents were reported in Jan 2026, marking a decrease compared to 2025 (9) and 2024 (11). 

There is a noticeable increase in overcrowded vessels, these types of incidents are expected this time of year, with sea conditions 

being most favourable for heavily laden small boats from November to March.

Environmental Security: 2 IUUF incidents were reported in Jan 2026, 2 incidents involving cargo vessels were recorded in the ROK 

area, reflecting an increase from the previous reporting period and highlighting the continued risk of ship-source pollution within 

busy maritime routes.

Cyber Security: 2 CYBSEC incidents were reported in Jan 2026. Both incidents involved vessels falsely reporting their flag into AIS 

while transiting the IFC AOI.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

• Total of 10 (Boarding) TRAPS incidents reported in Jan 2026, represented a decrease 

compared to the same period in 2025 (15) and 2024 (13).

• Of note, 5 incidents reported off Philippines, 4 in Singapore Strait and 1 in Bangladesh. 

These incidents 3 tugs with barges, 2 bulk carriers, 2 container vessels and 1 cargo 

vessel, passenger vessel and fishing vessel respectively.

• All incidents occurred during Period of Darkness (POD) less 3 incidents occurred 

during daytime involving Tugs with heavy-laden Barges.

Philip pines.

• Three (3) incidents occurred off Batangas and two (2) incidents reported off Manila 

while ships at anchor.

•Of the five (5) incidents in Philippines, two (2) incidents [22 and 26 Jan] involved 

perpetrators reportedly armed with knives with one (1) confrontation reported [26 Jan]. 

No injury was reported.

• Four (4) incidents [3, 15, 25 and 26 Jan] reported cables, ship's properties, drums of 

paints, hydrant cups and walkie talkie respectively.

Singapore Strait.

• Total 4 incidents (Sea Theft) reported –  three (3) in Eastbound Lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme (TSS) and 1 off Philip Channel.

• Of note, one (1) incident off Philip Channel involving Bulk Carrier where 

perpetrators armed with knives. Three (3) incidents involving tugs and laden barges 

reported off Eastbound Lane of TSS during daylight hours, where some scrap metal 

were reportedly stolen.

• Above all, no confrontation nor injuries reported. The ships were able to continue their 

voyages to the next port without requiring any assistance.

Bangladesh 

• 1 incident (Sea Robbery) occurred off Inani Beach, Cox's Bazar involving fishing 

vessels. The incident involved perpetrators who boarded the vessel and robbed them 

of their fish catch, food supplies, engine, battery, and all necessary equipment aboard 

before setting the boat adrift.

Comments.

• The incident numbers in Jan 2026 recorded an increase with previous month Dec 

2025 [five (5) incidents]. This remain consistent with previous assessments, 

particularly in SS, driven by the combined effects of (a) prevailing Northeast Monsoon, 

resulting in unfavorable fishing conditions in the South China Sea that may resort to 

petty crime to supplement their income; and (b) deterrent effect of enforcement 

operations starting to wane, leading to a rebound in incidents as opportunistic 

perpetrators quickly adapted.

• Modus operandi remained largely consistent with petty crime, and are opportunistic in 

nature (majority no confrontation reported).

• All companies, sea users, and ship masters are advised to remain vigilant when 

transiting known areas of concern; Phillip Channel, waters off Batam and Bintan

islands.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

• A total of (48) Maritime incidents were reported this month, 
which is roughly the same as the number recorded in the 
same period in 2025 (51) and lower than in 2024 (88).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (20), followed by Vessel Detained (9) and adrift (9), 
then collision-grounding (4).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of Philippines (13), followed 
by ROK (10), then Vietnam (5) and Malaysia (5).

• A total of (65) individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is higher than the last month (22). Overall,
(35) SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue 
of (836) individuals. The number of rescues was higher than 
previous months this is due to the rescue of 118 people after 
a small vessel sank off the coast of Yangon, Myanmar on the 
10 Jan 26, and 318 people were rescued after a passenger 
vessel sank off the coast of Baluk Island in the Philippines on 
26 Jan 26.
.
Comments:

•Equipment failure is the most commonly reported cause of 
incident this month which accounts for (12) of the (48) 
incidents. Further, Bad Weather remains a major cause of 
incident with a total of (8).
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Statistics :
•A total of 36 IUUF incidents were recorded in Jan 26, marking a 

notable decrease compared with Jan 25 (62 incidents) and Jan 24 

(55 incidents). There is a slight decline from Dec 25 (39 incidents), 

indicating the continuation of a broader downward trend despite 

normal monthly fluctuations.

• Local: A total of 28 local IUUF incidents were recorded in Jan 26, 

representing an increase from Jan 25 (22 incidents) while 

remaining below Jan 24 (37 incidents). This was also marginally 

lower than Dec 25 (29 incidents), suggesting relatively stable local 

enforcement conditions.

•Most local incidents occurred in Malaysia (13 incidents; 46.4%), 

followed by Sri Lanka (5 incidents; 17.9%) and Bangladesh (3 

incidents; 10.7%). India and the ROK recorded 2 incidents each 

(7.1%), while Vietnam, Sabah, and the Philippines reported 1 

incident each (3.6%), highlighting Malaysia as the primary hotspot 

during the reporting period.

• Poaching: A total of 8 poaching incidents were recorded in Jan 

26, significantly lower than Jan 25 (25 incidents) and Jan 24 (18 

incidents), and slightly below Dec 25 (10 incidents), reflecting a 

continued decline in poaching activity.

• Poaching incidents were mainly concentrated in Sri Lanka (3 

incidents; 37.5%), followed by the ROK (2 incidents; 25.0%), while 

Jaffna, India, and Malaysia each recorded 1 incident (12.5%).

• International : NSTR.

Comments :
• Overall, IUUF incidents declined in Jan 26, though continued local 

violations highlight the need for sustained enforcement. Targeted 

monitoring in identified hotspot areas will remain essential to deter 

recurrent offences. Regional cooperation and information sharing 

will also be critical to strengthening collective maritime oversight.

OBSERVATIONS
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Statistics:

A total of 52 CS incidents were reported in Jan 2026. This represented an increase 

compared to the same period in 2025 (48 incidents), but remained significantly lower 

than Jan 2024 (76 incidents). Overall incident levels remained broadly consistent with 

those recorded in Dec 2025, indicating a sustained elevated level of smuggling activity 

rather than a short-term fluctuation.

Drugs (x7): Sri Lanka (x2 Meth 10,000 pieces; pharmaceutical tablets 108,480 tablets), 

Bangladesh (x1 Meth 75,000 pills), Indonesia (x1 Meth 0.1 kg), Australia (x2 Cocaine 

20 kg; Heroin and MDMA approx. 198 kg and 14 kg), Malaysia (x1 Ecstasy and Heroin 

4.064 kg).

Domestic Products (x15): Bangladesh (x8), Indonesia (x6), Myanmar (x1).

Natural Resources (x12): Sri Lanka (x5), Vietnam (x4), Indonesia (x3). 

Fuel (x7): Vietnam (x3), Thailand (x1), India (x2), Malaysia/Sabah (x1). 

Wildlife (x6): Indonesia (x5), Sri Lanka (x1).

Tobacco (x4): Philippines (x2), Hong Kong (x2).

Tobacco and Domestic Products (x1): Sri Lanka (x1).

Comments:

• The IFC assessed that CS incident levels in Jan 2026 increased compared to Jan 

2025, but remained well below the peak levels observed in Jan 2024, suggesting 

partial recovery from last year’s lower baseline rather than a return to previous highs.

• Domestic-product smuggling continued to account for the largest share of incidents, 

with Bangladesh and Indonesia recording the majority of cases, likely driven by 

sustained demand for daily-use goods within cross-border communities.

• Drug-smuggling activity remained stable at seven incidents, with continued use of 

Indian Ocean routes, particularly involving Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. Fuel-smuggling 

activity remained consistent with the previous month’s figures.

• Natural resources, wildlife, and tobacco smuggling patterns showed no major 

deviation, reflecting structurally driven activities linked to economic, environmental, and 

regulatory factors.

OBSERVATIONS

Cannabis 

Ketamine

Cocaine Ecstasy

Ketum Meth

Heroin 

Other Drugs

0

2.5K

5K

7.5K

10K

12.5K

Contraband Smuggling (CS)

Contraband Smuggling

-

Number of Incidents

2024 2025 2026

Comparison of Monthly / Number of Incidents

Jan 2024 Jan 2025 Jan 2026

76 48 52

0

25

50

75

100

125

https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=-6.659276%2C111.934971&z=2&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3
https://www.google.com/intl/en_SG/help/terms_maps.html


Statistics:

• There were a total of 7 IHM incidents reported in Jan 
2026, all classified as routine Irregular Human Migration.

Comments:

• Two incidents occurred in the Bay of Bengal, with both 
including  migrants  attempting  to  reach  Malaysia  or 
Indonesia.  One  of  these  vessels  was  significantly 
overcrowded, reportedly carrying over 270 people. These 
types of incidents are expected this time of year, with sea 
conditions being most favourable for heavily laden small 
boats from November to March.

• The remainder of the incidents were routine migrant labour 
transits between Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. 
This activity is routine and constant throughout the year.

OBSERVATIONS
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Liquid (Maritime Pollution)

Statistics :

• A total of 2 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Jan 26, 
representing an increase compared with Jan 25 (0 incidents) 
while remaining significantly lower than Jan 24 (6 incidents). 
The figure also reflects a slight rise from Dec 25 (1 incident), 
suggesting that environmental security incidents remain 
relatively limited despite minor monthly fluctuations.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : 2 incidents involving cargo 
vessels were recorded in the ROK area, reflecting an increase 
from the previous reporting period and highlighting the 
continued risk of ship-source pollution within busy maritime 
routes.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• Overall, ENVSEC incidents remained consistent in Jan 26; 
however, the rise in maritime pollution cases involving cargo 
vessels underscores the need for continued monitoring and 
strict  compliance  with  environmental  regulations, 
particularly as regional enforcement increasingly leverages 
satellite-based detection and rapid response measures. 
Enhanced preventive efforts will remain important to 
mitigate  potential  ecological  impacts  and  safeguard 
maritime safety.
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Statistics:

• There were 2 Cyber Security incidents reported in Jan 
2026.

Comments:

• There were two Cyber Security incidents reported in Jan 
2026. Both incidents involved vessels falsely reporting their 
flag into AIS while transiting the IFC AOR. Both vessels were 
stateless and unregistered, and at least one of the vessels 
were alleged to be involved in illegal STS transfer of crude oil.

Note:

• As of Jan 2026, IFC has updated how we report on CYBSEC 
incidents, moving to a target-centric reporting focus, rather 
than method-centric. This will allow IFC to better categorise 
and analyse CYBSEC incidents in the region and more easily 
understand and reprt threats.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Contraband Smuggling 4 1 5

Maritime Incidents 3 - 3

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1 - 1

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Dec 2025 Jan 2025 Grand total

People Involved

56
Vessels Involved

14
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$129.53K
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

30.4K

8 1Grand total 9

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 1000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 11 1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 4 -6

Irregular Human Migration 4 -1

Maritime Incidents 4 1

Contraband Smuggling 2 -4

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 26 -8

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Maritime Incidents 31 -8

Contraband Smuggling 29 1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 17 -8

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 7 -4

Irregular Human Migration 5 -3

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 90 -21

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Contraband Smuggling 21 10

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 14 7

Irregular Human Migration 2 -

Maritime Incidents 2 0

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -1

Grand total 40 18

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Southern Asia
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Maritime Incidents 12 2

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 4 -4

Environmental Security 2 -

Contraband Smuggling 1 -5

Grand total 19 -6

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Eastern Asia
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Maritime Incidents 1 -

Contraband Smuggling 1 -2

Grand total 2 -24

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Oceania
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Maritime Incidents 1,853 -243

Contraband Smuggling 1,616 -131

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,401 -144

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 274 22

Irregular Human Migration 215 -132

Environmental Security 89 -21

Cyber Security 76 -10

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 5,524 -662
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Overview of MARSEC Incidents this Year to Date
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Cyber Security (CYBSEC)
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23 Jan – Information Deception / Ais Spoofing/ 1 Tanker / Off Riau Islands, Indonesia/ DB230126 
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