
MONTHLY REPORT

February 2026



January

February

2024

March

April

2025

May

June

2026

July

August

September November

October December

0

100

200

300

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 69 69 67 67

Contraband Smuggling 71 71 52 52

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 43 43 57 57

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 14 14 13 13

Irregular Human Migration 9 9 8 8

Environmental Security 3 3 4 4

Cyber Security 0 0 1 1

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0

Grand total 209 209 202 202
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Feb 2024 Feb 2025

Catergory Num… Num… Num… Num…

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 1000 km Terms

Incidents

129
-73 from previous year

People Involved

2,011
1,003 from previous year

Vessels Involved

157
-79 from previous year

Total Monthly Incidents

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

South-Eastern Asia 

Southern Asia 

Eastern Asia

Oceania

0

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=14.203175%2C120.446599&z=3&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3


Number of Vessels

Contraband Smuggling 2 1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -10

Maritime Incidents 1 -

Irregular Human Migration 1 0

Grand total 6 -9

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 2 TRAPS incidents were reported in Feb 2026. This is a major decrease as compared to 2025 (13) 

and 2024 (14). Of note, the 2 incidents were reported in Singapore Strait.

Maritime Incidents: 43 MI incidents were reported in Feb 2026. Bad Weather is the most commonly reported cause of incident this 

month which accounts for (10) of the (43) incidents.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 39 IUFF incidents were reported in Feb 2026. There has been gradual decline in 

incidents view sustained operations by law enforcement agencies.

Contraband Smuggling: 49 CS incidents were reported in Feb 2026. Domestic-product smuggling continued to account for the 

largest share of incidents, with Bangladesh and Indonesia recording the majority of cases, likely driven by sustained demand for 

daily-use goods within cross-border communities.

Irregular Human Migration: 5 IHM incidents were reported in Feb 2026.2 incidents involved Myanmar and Bangladesh IHM transiting 

to Malaysia, 1 from Myanmar and 1 from Thailand after having entered overland.

Environmental Security: 2 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Feb 2026. While the number of incidents declined compared with the 

previous months, the presence of pollution cases involving cargo vessels highlights the persistent environmental risks associated 

with high-density shipping routes.

Cyber Security: 2 CYBSEC incidents were reported in Feb 2026. Both incidents involved vessels falsely reporting their flag into AIS 

while transiting the IFC AOR. Both vessels were stateless and unregistered, and both vessels were alleged to have been carrying 

goods sanctioned by the USA.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

•Total of 2 (Boarding) TRAPS incidents reported in Feb 2026, represented a 
decrease compared to the same period in 2025 (13) and 2024 (14).

• Both incidents occurred in hours of darkness, which is consistent with 
past observations where perpetrators tend to conduct boardings in the 
Phillip Channel under the cover of darkness to avoid detection. No reports 
of confrontation nor injury.

Singapore Strait.

• Total 2 incidents (Sea Theft) reported –  both incidents occurred in Phillip 
Channel.

• Both incidents involved Bulk Carriers. Of note, in one incident, perpetrators 
were reportedly armed with knives and stole a mobile device.

• For both incidents, no confrontation nor injuries reported. The ships were 
able to continue their voyages to the next port without requiring any 
assistance.

Comments.

• Based on past trends, there is a risk of increasing incident numbers in 
March due to the combined effects of (a) prevailing Northeast Monsoon, 
resulting in unfavourable fishing conditions in the South China Sea; and (b) 
increased financial obligations due to festivities, causing locals to resort to 
petty crime to supplement their income.

• While regional authorities remain committed to step up enforcement 
efforts to keep incident numbers low, all vessels are strongly advised to 
maintain heightened vigilance and implement necessary ship protection 
measures at all times. When opportune, ship masters are encouraged to 
capture and provide evidence of the incident(s) to support follow-on 
investigations.

• Modus operandi remained largely consistent with petty crime, and are 
opportunistic in nature (majority no confrontation reported).

• All companies, sea users, and ship masters are advised to remain vigilant 
when transiting known areas of concern, Phillip Channel, waters off Batam 
and Bintan islands.

OBSERVATIONS
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Maritime Incidents (MI)

Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

• A total of (43) Maritime incidents were reported this month, 
which is lower than the number recorded in the same period 
in 2025 (67) and in 2024 (69).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (14), followed by Vessel Detained (8), then Fire-
Explosion, Collision-grounding, and Adrift with (5) each 
incident.

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of Philippines (11), followed 
by Indonesia (8), then ROK (6) and Malaysia (4).

• A total of (22) individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is the same as the last month (22). Overall,
(31) SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue 
of (1,647) individuals. The number of rescues increased 
compared to the previous month, mainly due to three major 
incidents: 611 people were rescued from a passenger vessel 
fire at Raffles Reserved Anchorage, Singapore, on February 
20; 246 people were rescued from a passenger vessel that 
sank near Makian Village, Indonesia, on the 17th; and 225 
people  were  rescued  from  a  passenger  vessel  that 
experienced a steering casualty off Pangasahan Island, 
Philippines, on the 2nd.

Comments:

• Bad Weather is the most commonly reported cause of 
incident this month which accounts for (10) of the (43) 
incidents.
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Statistics :

• A total of 39 IUUF incidents were recorded in Feb 26, representing a 

decrease from Feb 25 (59 incidents). The figure remains slightly lower than 

Jan 26 (50 incidents) but higher than Feb 24 (43 incidents), indicating a 

moderate decline following the spike observed in Feb 25, despite normal 

monthly fluctuations.

• Local: A total of 20 local IUUF incidents were recorded in Feb 26, 

representing a decrease from Feb 25 (34 incidents) and Jan 26 (31 

incidents), while also falling below Feb 24 (27 incidents). This suggests a 

decline in locally driven IUUF activities during the reporting period.

• Most local incidents occurred in Malaysia (6 incidents; 30%), followed by 

Sri Lanka (5 incidents; 25%) and ROK (4 incidents; 20%). Sabah and India 

recorded 2 incidents each (10%), while the Philippines recorded 1 incident 

(5%), highlighting Malaysia as the primary hotspot for local IUUF activities.

• Poaching: A total of 19 poaching IUUF incidents were recorded in Feb 26, 

representing a decrease from Feb 25 (25 incidents) but slightly higher than 

Feb 24 (16 incidents). The figure remains consistent with Jan 26 (19 

incidents), indicating relatively stable poaching activity despite short-term 

fluctuations.

• Poaching incidents were mainly associated with vessels flagged to 

Indonesia (6 incidents; 31.6%), followed by India (5 incidents; 26.3%) and 

unidentified vessels (#N/A) (3 incidents; 15.8%). Thailand and Sri Lanka 

recorded 2 incidents each (10.5%), while Bangladesh recorded 1 incident 

(5.3%), highlighting Indonesia as the primary source of vessels involved in 

poaching IUUF activities.

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

• Overall, IUUF incidents declined in Feb 26 following the spike observed in 

Feb 25, although local violations remain the dominant category. The 

concentration of local incidents in Malaysia and poaching cases linked 

mainly to Indonesia-flagged vessels highlights persistent hotspot areas and 

ongoing cross-border fishing pressures. Targeted monitoring, sustained 

enforcement, and strengthened regional information sharing will remain 

essential to deter recurring violations and enhance regional maritime 

resource protection.

OBSERVATIONS
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Statistics:

A total of 49 CS incidents were reported in Feb 2026. This represented a decrease 

compared to the same period in 2025 (52 incidents) and Feb 2024 (71 incidents). 

Overall incident levels remained broadly consistent with those recorded in Jan 2026, 

indicating a sustained elevated level of smuggling activity rather than a short-term 

fluctuation.

Drugs (x9): Bangladesh (x3 Meth 650,000 pills), Australia (x2 Cocaine 28kg, Meth 

26kg), India (Unknown drugs 203kg), Maldive (Hashish 36.4kg), Malaysia (cannabis 

50kg), Philippines (Meth 41kg).

Domestic Products (x10): Bangladesh (x3), Malaysia (x2), Indonesia (x2), China (x1), 

India (x1), Thailand (x1).

Fuel (x10): Malaysia (x2), Sabah (x2), Thailand (x2), Indonesia (x2), Singapore(1x), 

India (x1).

Tobacco (x10): Philippines (x8), India (x1), Sri Lanka (x1).

Natural Resources (x5): Indonesia (x3), Sri Lanka (x1), Sabah (x1).

Wildlife (x1): Indonesia (x1).

Domestic Products and Chemical Substances (x1): Indonesia (x1). 

Tobacco, Natural Resources and Chemical Substances (x1): Sri Lanka (x1). 

Drugs and Fuel (x1): Malaysia (x1).

Comments:

• The IFC assessed that CS incident levels in Feb 2026 decreased compared to Feb 

2025, but remained well below the peak levels observed in Feb 2024, suggesting 

partial recovery from last year’s lower baseline rather than a return to previous highs.

• Domestic-product smuggling continued to account for the largest share of incidents, 

with Bangladesh and Indonesia recording the majority of cases, likely driven by 

sustained demand for daily-use goods within cross-border communities.

• Drug-smuggling activity increased to nine incidents compared to last time seven 

incidents. Bangladesh has been the top destination for Meth smuggling recently, this 

drugs were reportedly originated from the Golden Triangle.

• Fuel-smuggling activity saw an increased consistent with the previous month’s 

figures while Natural resources dropped significantly from 15 incidents the previous 

month to five incidents this month.
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Statistics:

• There were a total of 5 IHM incidents reported in Feb 
2026, all classified as routine Irregular Human Migration.

Comments:

• 2 incidents occurred along the south coast of Indonesia, 
involving extra-regional foreign nationals being arrested 
attempting to leave Indonesia illegally - likely transiting to 
Australia.

• 2 incidents involved Myanmar  and Bangladesh  IHM 
transiting to Malaysia, one from Myanmar and 1 from 
Thailand after having entered overland.

• The final incident involved routine migrant workers 
transiting in small boats between Indonesia and Malaysia.

•While incidents remain within expected numbers, there is a 
notable decrease in IHM people this month. There was no 
large-scale venture this month, driving numbers down. It is 
likely that there will be at least one large scale IHM venture in 
the Bay of Bengal before the weather worsens during the 
mid-year monsoon season.

OBSERVATIONS
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Liquid (Maritime Pollution)

Statistics :

• A total of 2 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Feb 26, representing 

a decrease compared with Feb 25 (5 incidents) and Feb 24 (3 

incidents), while showing an increase from Jan 26 (0 incidents). 

Overall, the data indicates that environmental security incidents 

remain relatively limited across the reporting period, despite minor 

month-to-month fluctuations. The decline from the previous months 

suggests a temporary reduction in reported environmental-related 

maritime  incidents,  although  continued  monitoring  remains 

important given the potential environmental impact of such events.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : A total of 2 incidents were recorded in 

Feb 26, both occurring in the ROK area and involving cargo vessels. 

This reflects a decrease compared with Feb 25 (5 incidents) and Feb

24 (3 incidents), while representing an increase from Jan 26 (0 

incidents). The sources of pollution were attributed to one unknown 

vessel and one unclassified vessel, indicating challenges in vessel 

identification during incident reporting. Although the overall number 

of cases remains limited, the occurrence of ship-source pollution 

incidents within a busy maritime area such as the ROK underscores 

the continued environmental risks associated with high-density 

shipping routes.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• Overall, ENVSEC incidents remained relatively limited in Feb 26, with 

cases solely linked to ship-source maritime pollution in the ROK area. 

While the number of incidents declined compared with the previous 

months, the presence of pollution cases involving cargo vessels 

highlights the persistent environmental risks associated with high-

density shipping routes. Continued monitoring, effective reporting, 

and regional cooperation will remain important to support timely 

response and mitigate potential impacts on the marine environment.
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Statistics:
•There were 2 Cyber Security incidents reported in Feb 2026.

Comments:

• There were 2 Cyber Security incidents reported in Feb 2026. 
Both incidents involved vessels falsely reporting their flag 
into AIS while transiting the IFC AOR. Both vessels were 
stateless and unregistered, and both vessels were alleged to 
have been carrying goods sanctioned by the USA.

Note:

• As of Jan 2026, IFC has updated how we report on CYBSEC 
incidents, moving to a target-centric reporting focus, rather 
than method-centric. This will allow IFC to better categorise 
and analyse CYBSEC incidents in the region and more easily 
understand and report threats.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Late Reported Incidents

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing - 13 - 13

Contraband Smuggling 1 10 1 12

Maritime Incidents 3 5 - 8

Environmental Security - 1 - 1

Cyber Security - 1 - 1

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Feb 2026 Jan 2026 Nov 2025 Grand total

People Involved

312
Vessels Involved

37
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$12.12M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

100.2K

4 30 1Grand total 35

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 1000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

IFC Recommendations
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Contraband Smuggling 9 3

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 7 -3

Maritime Incidents 4 -2

Irregular Human Migration 2 -2

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -10

Grand total 24 -15

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and Singapore

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 
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Contraband Smuggling 32 -12

Maritime Incidents 29 -20

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 12 -14

Irregular Human Migration 5 -3

Environmental Security 2 0

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -11

Grand total 82 -60

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Contraband Smuggling 14 9

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 8 -7

Maritime Incidents 5 1

Cyber Security 2 -

Grand total 29 4
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Maritime Incidents 9 -5

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1 -2

Contraband Smuggling 1 -1

Grand total 11 -9
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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 5 -7

Contraband Smuggling 2 1

Grand total 7 -6
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Maritime Incidents 1,901 -262

Contraband Smuggling 1,676 -123

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,440 -162

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 276 11

Irregular Human Migration 220 -135

Environmental Security 92 -22

Cyber Security 79 -8

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 5,684 -704
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