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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 93 93 65 65

Maritime Incidents 73 73 57 57

Contraband Smuggling 61 61 64 64

Irregular Human Migration 10 10 8 8

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 6 6 10 10

Environmental Security 2 2 3 3

Cyber Security 1 1 2 2

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 6 -3

Contraband Smuggling 2 1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1 -

Maritime Incidents 1 -1

Grand total 10 -4

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait
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Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 11 TRAPS incidents were reported in Apr 2026. Of note, 6 out of the 11 incidents took place in the 

Singapore Strait.

Maritime Incidents: 78 MI incidents were reported in Apr 2026. Fire Explosion is the most commonly reported cause of incident this 

month which accounts for (15) of the 78 incidents.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 48 IUUF incidents were recorded in Apr 2026, there is a noticeable increase in incidents 

compared to recent months. But numbers are significantly lower compared to historical levels recorded in Apr 2024 and 2025.

Contraband Smuggling: 65 CS incidents were reported in Apr 2026. Domestic product and Fuel smuggling accounted for the largest 

share of cases, with Bangladesh, Malaysia, and the Philippines recording the majority of incidents, driven by sustained demand for 

consumer staples and large-scale maritime diesel transfers. High-value drug trafficking, particularly cocaine seizures linked to 

Australia and Indonesia, remains a critical secondary threat despite the slight decrease in overall incident volume.

Irregular Human Migration: 11 IHM incidents were reported in Apr 2026. 1 incident, from 9 April, was a large scale IHM incident 

involving up to 280 Rohingya immigrants. Tragically, the boat was found capsized with only 9 pax rescued.

Environmental Security: 14 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Apr 2026. Most cases occurred in the SW of the South China Sea and 

other busy maritime areas in the region.

Cyber Security: 10 CYBSEC incidents were reported in Apr 2026. Nine of the 10 incidents involved vessels falsely reporting their flag 

into AIS while transiting IFC AOR. There was one report of damage to an underwater telecommunications cable, off the coast of 

Taiwan.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

OBSERVATIONS
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Statistics.

• Total of 11 (Boarding) TRAPS incidents were reported in April 2026, higher than

the same period in 2025 (10) and 2024 (6). 7 incidents occurred in the Singapore

Strait (SS), while 1 incident each was reported in Bangladesh, the Philippines,

Indonesia and Malaysia.

•All incidents occurred during hours of darkness, consistent with past

observations of perpetrators utilising cover of darkness to facilitate

boardings and avoid detection. No confrontation or injury was reported.

Singapore Strait.

• 7 incidents (Sea Theft) occurred in the Phillip Channel and eastbound lane TSS.

The incidents involved bulk carriers, tankers and tug and barges. Items stolen

included scrap metal, engine spares and ship stores. The ships were able to

continue their voyages to the next port without requiring any assistance.

Bangladesh.

• 1 Incident (Sea Theft) occurred off Chittagong involving an offshore tug. No

confrontation or injury was reported. Items stolen included paint. The vessel was

able to continue operations without requiring any assistance.

Philippines.

• 1 Incident (Sea Robbery) occurred off Barangay Cuta involving an unknown vessel.

No injury was reported. Items stolen included ship’s items. The vessel was able

to continue operations without requiring any assistance.

Indonesia.

• 1 Incident (Sea Theft) occurred at Bahodopi Anchorage involving a bulk carrier.

No confrontation or injury was reported. Items stolen included ship’s items. The

vessel was able to continue operations without requiring any assistance

Malaysia

• 1 Incident (Sea Theft) occurred at Sandakan Anchorage involving a

chemical tanker. No confrontation or injury was reported. Items stolen

included hydro blowers, pneumatic blower, helicopter kit and tiger rope. The vessel

was able to continue operations without requiring any assistance.

Comments

• Modus operandi remained largely consistent with petty crime, and are

opportunistic in nature (majority no confrontation reported).

• With the Northeast Monsoon abating and weather conditions becoming more

favorable for fishing activities, we can expect overall incident numbers to

remain low in the coming quarter. Notwithstanding, risks of incidents occurring in

known hotspots. All vessels are strongly advised to maintain heightened vigilance and adhere to

recommended security actions when transiting
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Maritime Incidents (MI)

Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

• A total of 78 Maritime incidents were reported for the 
month of April, which is higher than the number recorded in 
the same period in 2025 (57) and 2024 (73).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (27), followed by Fire-Explosion (18), then Collision-
Grounding (10).

• The cause of incident with the highest number is Fire-
Explosion (15), then Bad Weather (14), and Equipment 
Failure (13).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of ROK (21), followed by 
Philippines (18), then Vietnam (11).

•A total of (308) individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is higher than last month (19). Overall,
(56) SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue 
of (577) individuals.

Comments:

• The significant increase in the number of dead or missing 
was due to the sunk-capsized incident in the Andaman Sea 
involving a fishing trawler carrying Rohingya Refugees and 
Bangladeshi National in which 280 individuals were missing.
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OBSERVATIONS

Statistics :

• A total of 48 IUUF incidents were recorded in Apr 26, showing an increase compared to the 

previous month Mar 26 (33), and also higher than Feb 26 (35). However, the number remains 

significantly lower than the same period in previous years, particularly Apr 25 (65) and Apr 24

(93). This indicates that although IUUF incidents increased during April 2026 compared to 

recent months, the overall situation remains below historical peak levels observed in previous 

years.

• Local: A total of 41 local IUUF incidents were recorded in Apr 26, showing an increase 

compared to the previous month Mar 26 (25), and also higher than Feb 26 (21). Compared to 

the same period in previous years, the number is higher than Apr 25 (27), but remains lower 

than Apr 24 (62). This indicates that local IUUF incidents increased during April 2026 

compared to recent months and the previous year, although the figure is still below the level 

recorded in April 2024.

• Most local incidents occurred in Malaysia (15 incidents, 37%), followed by the Philippines (13, 

32%). Thailand and Sri Lanka recorded 2 incidents each (5%). Australia, India, Palk Strait, 

Indonesia, Bangladesh, and Vietnam each recorded 1 incident (2%).

• Poaching:  7 poaching IUUF incidents were recorded in Apr 26, showing a decrease 

compared to the previous month Mar 26 (8), and a further drop from Feb 26 (14). Looking at 

the same period in previous years, the number is also markedly lower than Apr 25 (38) and Apr 

24 (31). This indicates that poaching-related IUUF incidents remained at a relatively low level 

during April 2026 compared to both recent months and historical trends.

• Poaching incidents were mainly associated with vessels operating in Sri Lanka waters (2 

incidents, 40%), while Australia, India, and Palk Strait each recorded 1 incident (20%). This 

indicates that no single area overwhelmingly dominated poaching-related IUUF activities 

during this period.

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

• IUUF incidents in Apr 26 increased compared to recent months but remained significantly 

lower than historical levels recorded in Apr 25 and Apr 24. Local violations continued to be the 

main contributor, particularly in Malaysia and the Philippines, while poaching incidents 

remained limited in scale. Continued vigilance and strengthened regional cooperation remain 

essential to prevent a resurgence of IUUF activities across the region.
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Statistics:

A total of 65 CS incidents were reported in Apr 2026, reflecting a decline from

Mar 2026 (80). While the overall frequency decreased, the operational impact

remained significant due to high-value cocaine seizures and massive-scale fuel

smuggling cases recorded in the ROK and the Philippines.

•Domestic Products (x22): Bangladesh (x11), Malaysia (x6), Indonesia (x2),

China (x2), India (x1).

• Fuel (x17): Thailand (x5), Malaysia (x4), Vietnam (x3), Philippines (x2),

ROK (x1), Indonesia (x1), Hong Kong (x1).

•Drugs (x12): Bangladesh (x4), Australia (x2), Indonesia (x2), Malaysia (x2),

Thailand (x1), Sri Lanka (x1).

•Tobacco (x7): Philippines (x3), Malaysia (x3), Thailand (x1).

•Natural Resources (x4): Indonesia (x3), Sri Lanka (x1).

•Wildlife (x3): Indonesia (x3).

Comments:

• Incident levels in Apr 2026 dipped compared to the previous month,

though the diversity of seized goods and geographical spread remain

broad.

•Domestic product smuggling (x22) continues to lead in frequency,

driven by sustained regional demand for staples like liquor and meat in

Bangladesh.

•Drug-smuggling saw a strategic shift toward high-value commodities, notably

with over 280kg of cocaine linked to Australia and Indonesia. The detection of

300kg of heroin in Sri Lanka and significant Methamphetamine shipments

across Indonesia and Malaysia further underscores the persistent threat of

large-scale, transnational narcotics trafficking within the region.

•Fuel-smuggling remained consistent with 17 cases. Notably, the 11.7M liter oil

incident recorded in the ROK region represents a cumulative total smuggled over

nine months, highlighting a long-term, systematic illicit operation rather than a

single event.

•Despite lower counts in Natural Resources and Tobacco, significant seizures

of Tin Ore and master cases of cigarettes confirm that tax evasion and illicit

resource extraction persist as core maritime threats.

•The above information is based on short-term data and does not include

incidents that have not been reported. Therefore, it should be used for

reference purposes only.
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Statistics:

• There were a total of 11 IHM incidents reported in April 
2026. There were two cases of Illegal Documentation, one 
case of Human Trafficking and eight cases of routine 
Irregular Human Migration.

Comments:

• 1 incident, from 9 April, was a large scale IHM incident 
involving up to 280 Rohingya immigrants. Tragically, the boat 
was found capsized with only 9 persons rescued. A second, 
smaller boat containing 25 persons also arrived in Malaysia 
from the Bay of Bengal.

• Both illegal documentation incidents involved foreign 
fishermen working illegally on Malaysian fishing  vessels, 
who were apprehended and reported by the MMEA.

• The human trafficking incident involved a criminal syndicate 
luring persons to Malaysia from the Philippines, for illegal 
and exploitative work.

• The remaining incidents involved routine migrant workers 
transiting in small boats between Indonesia and Malaysia. 
One incident was a larger-than-normal boat smuggling over 
60 people from Indonesia into Malaysia. There was also one 
incident of Chinese migrants illegally entering South Korea, 
through Jeju.

• While it is now the end of the historical peak season for 
large-scale IHM venture from the Bay of Bengal, it is possible 
that there will be further attempts in May or even June. 
Travel in the Bay  of Bengal during these months is 
dangerous, with a high risk of capsize due to bad weather.

OBSERVATIONS

Irregular Human Migration (IHM)

Irregular Human Migration (IHM)

Number and Nationality/Ethnicity of 

Migrants

Rohingya 

Indonesia 

Myanmar 

Unknown 

China

28

29

74

280

0

200

400

600

800

1K

Irregular Human Migrati… 10 8 11

-

Number of Incidents

Number of People Involved

2024 2025 2026

Comparison of Monthly / Number of Incidents

Apr 2024 Apr 2025 Apr 2026

0

5

10

15

20

Map data ©2026  2000 km Terms

200 kmMap data ©2026 Google Terms

Irregular Human Migration Human Trafficking

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=15.593892%2C111.948252&z=2&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=3.124386%2C99.67025&z=5&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3


Terms

Liquid (Maritime Pollution)

Map Data  2000 km

Oil (Maritime Pollution)

Statistics :

• A total of 14 ENVSEC incidents were reported in Apr 2026, showing a 

significant increase compared to the previous month Mar 26 (7), and a 

further rise from Feb 26 (3). Compared to the same period in previous 

years, the number is also substantially higher than Apr 25 (3) and Apr 24

(2). Overall, this indicates a notable upward trend in environmental security 

incidents during April 2026.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : A total of 14 maritime pollution incidents 

were recorded in Apr 26, showing a significant increase compared to the 

previous month Mar 26 (7), and a further rise from Feb 26 (3). Compared to 

the same period in previous years, the figure is also substantially higher 

than Apr 25 (3) and Apr 24 (2). Most incidents occurred in the SW of the 

South China Sea (7), while Taiwan, the Philippines, and Thailand recorded 1 

incident each. Overall, the increase highlights growing environmental risks 

associated with maritime activities across the region.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• Overall, ENVSEC incidents in Apr 2026 showed a significant increase 

compared to previous months and historical levels, driven entirely by 

maritime pollution incidents. Most cases occurred in the SW of the South 

China Sea and other busy maritime areas in the region, highlighting 

continued environmental risks associated with dense maritime activities. 

The sharp rise in incidents may indicate increased reporting, higher 

maritime traffic density, or recurring pollution risks in key sea lanes. 

Although no major large-scale environmental disaster was reported, the 

trend underscores the need for continued vigilance and enhanced regional 

coordination. Continued monitoring, timely reporting, and strengthened 

regional cooperation remain essential to mitigate potential impacts on the 

marine environment.
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Statistics:
•There were 10 CYBSEC incident reported in April 2026.

Comments:

• Nine of the 10 incidents involved a vessel transiting the IFC 
AOR signalling false information over AIS. This information 
may have included a false name, flag or vessel type, intended 
to deceive observers as to the nature and purpose of the 
vessel.

• There was one report of damage to an underwater 
telecommunications cable, off the coast of Taiwan. Reports 
indicate that a Chinese-flagged salvage barge accidentally 
damaged the cable during the course of its routine salvage 
activity.

Note:

• As of Jan 2026, IFC has updated how we report on CYBSEC 
incidents, moving to a target-centric reporting focus rather 
than method-centric. This will allow IFC to better categorise 
and analyse CYBSEC incidents in the region and more easily 
understand and report threats.

OBSERVATIONS

Cyber Security (CYBSEC)

Cyber Security (CYBSEC)

Cyber Security

-

Number of Incidents

2024 2025 2026

Comparison of Monthly / Number of Incidents

Apr 2024 Apr 2025 Apr 2026

1 2 10

0

5

10

15

20

25

Map data ©2026  1000 km Terms

Tanker10

Vessels/Oraganisations Involved

Information Dece… Others Spoofing Jamming

Ransomware Underwater Infrastructure Malware

Denial of Service Attack

Feb 2025 May 2025 Jul 2025 Nov 2025 Feb 2026 Apr 2026

2.5

0

Jan 2025 Apr 2025 Jun 2025 Aug 2025 Jan 2026 Mar 2026

5

7.5

10

Types of Incident

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=5.615986%2C129.041592&z=2&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3


Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026  2000 km Terms

Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Late Reported Incidents

Maritime Incidents 78 16 - - 3 97

Contraband Smuggling 65 25 3 3 - 96

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 48 4 - - - 52

Cyber Security 10 7 4 2 - 23

Environmental Security 14 5 - - - 19

Irregular Human Migration 11 3 - - - 14

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Apr 2026 Mar 2026 Feb 2026 Jan 2026 Apr 2025 Grand total

People Involved

1,857
Vessels Involved

290
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$1.04M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

Grand total 226 60 7 5 3 301

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2026 1000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 13 5

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 7 -2

Maritime Incidents 6 -3

Contraband Smuggling 5 2

Irregular Human Migration 4 3

Grand total 35 4

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and Singapore

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Maritime Incidents 48 7

Contraband Smuggling 40 8

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 32 6

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 10 1

Irregular Human Migration 9 3

Environmental Security 2 0

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 142 26
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Contraband Smuggling 17 -4

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 8 6

Maritime Incidents 1 -6

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 0

Grand total 27 -5
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Maritime Incidents 25 18

Environmental Security 5 4

Contraband Smuggling 4 -4

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 4 -4

Irregular Human Migration 1 0

Grand total 39 12
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Maritime Incidents 2 1

Contraband Smuggling 2 -1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 2 -27

Grand total 6 -27
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Maritime Incidents 2,047 -250

Contraband Smuggling 1,840 -81

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,531 -192

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 294 -1

Irregular Human Migration 240 -128

Environmental Security 116 -4

Cyber Security 107 18

0 1 -

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 6,176 -640
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Email: 
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103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Singapore 498750 
information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg 
www.ifc.org.sg

Fax: +65 6594 5734 Telegram: http://bit.ly /Information_Fusion_Centre

Hotline: +65 9626 8965 WhatsApp: https://bit.ly /WhatsApp_IFC

Office: +65 6594 5728 / 5705 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Info_Fusion_Ctr
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