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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 96 96 66 66

Maritime Incidents 70 70 85 85

Contraband Smuggling 62 62 37 37

Irregular Human Migration 19 19 8 8

Cyber Security 1 1 23 23

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 8 8 11 11

Environmental Security 5 5 6 6

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0 0

Grand total 261 261 236 236
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Number of Vessels

Contraband Smuggling 8 6

Maritime Incidents 2 -1

Irregular Human Migration 1 0

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -6

Grand total 12 -4

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 2 TRAPS incidents were reported in Oct 2025 throughout the AOI, both occurred at East 

Kalimantan waters and Phillip Channel. This marks a significant decrease as compared to 2024 (11), and 2023 (8).

Maritime Incidents: 71 MI incidents were reported in Oct 2025. Equipment Failure is the most commonly reported cause of incident 

which accounts for 19 of the 71 incidents reported this month.

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 47 IUUF incidents were reported in Oct 2025. A decline in poaching incidents was 

observed this could be due to an increase in enforcement efforts from neighbouring countries.

Contraband Smuggling: 67 CS incidents were reported in Oct 2025, higher than previous months. Drug smuggling incidents was the 

main contributing type followed by Domestic Products.

Irregular  Human  Migration:  6  IHM  incidents  were  reported  in  Oct  2.25.  IHM  activity  was  predominantly  located  in 

Indonesian/Malaysian waters, with the majority of IHM being related to migrant labour workforce. Other incidents included Chinese 

IHM in the northern South China Sea and a vessel travelling to Australia

Environmental Security: 1 ENVSEC incident was reported in Oct 2025, involving an oil spill from a tug vessel that was dock in 

Yeongilman Port, Pohang, South Korea.

Cyber Security: There were no CYBSEC incident reported in Oct 2025.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

• 2 TRAPS incident reported in Oct 2025 occurred in East 

Kalimantan waters and Philip Channel. This represented a 

significant decrease as compared to the same period in 2024 (11), 

and 2023 (8).

• Of note, both incidents occurred during the Period of Darkness 

(PoD) involving a tug and barge and a bulk carrier respectively.

East Kalimantan.

• 1 Sea Theft (Attempted Boarding) incident involving a tug and 

barge during hours of darkness when the crew saw several 

wooden boats approaching the tug and barge suspiciously.

• Local authorities successfully detained fiive perpetrators with 

several machetes and shovels. No confrontation and injury were 

reported, and nothing was stolen.

Phillip Channel.

• 1 Sea Theft (Boarding) incident involving a bulk carrier during 

hours of darkness. Ship crew sighted 2 perpetrators armed with 

knives on board, who fled immediately after the ship’s alarm were 

raised. No confrontation and injury were reported, and nothing was 

stolen.

Comments.

• The number of incident in Oct 2025 was recorded lower than 

previous months. This decline was likely due to the effective 

joint operations conducted by the Indonesian authorities in Jul 

2025, supported by ongoing security patrols from the littoral 

states, which collectively sent a strong deterrent message to 

would-be perpetrators.

• IFC assess statistics for Nov 2025 to remain low, supported by 

ongoing enforcement in key areas, but vessels are urged to 

remain vigilant and implement protective measures to deter 

threats and prevent unauthorised boarding.

• Perpetrators persist in targeting low-freeboard, slow-moving 

vessels, particularly bulk carriers, tugs with barges, and container 

ships under 8 meters, primarily for petty theft, in line with past 

patterns.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

•A total of 71 maritime accidents were reported this month, 
which is fewer than the (85) recorded during the same period 
in 2024, but slightly more than the (70) recorded in 2023.

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (20), followed by adrift (17), and collision-
grounding (12).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of Vietnam (13), ROK (12), 
Indonesia (11), Philippines (9), and Malaysia (7).

• A total of 23 individuals were reported dead or missing this 
month, which is less than last month (26). Overall, 51 SAR 
operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue of 949 
individuals during this month.
.
Comments:

• This month, Equipment Failure is the most commonly 
reported cause of incident which accounts for 19 of the 71 
incidents. Additionally Bad Weather remains a major cause 
of incident amounting up to 16 incidents month. Incidents 
caused by cyclones were reported in Vietnam and India.
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Statistics :
• A total of 47 IUUF incidents were recorded in Oct 2025, marking a 

notable decrease compared with the same period in 2024 (66) and 

2023 (96). While this figure reflects a slight increase of one 

incident compared to Sep 2025 (46), reflecting a continued long-

term downward trend in IUUF incidents despite minor month-to-

month fluctuations.

• Local: A total of 33 local IUUF incidents were reported in Oct 

2025, representing an increase compared to the same period in 

2024 (16 incidents) and 2023 (29 incidents). Notably 10 incidents 

higher than Sep 2025 (23 incidents), indicating a short-term rise 

despite no clear long-term upward trend.

• The majority of local incidents occurred in Bangladesh (55 

incidents; 50.0%), followed by Malaysia (14; 12.7%), Vietnam (13;

11.8%), Sri Lanka (8; 7.3%), and the Philippines (7; 6.4%).
Meanwhile, Sabah (4; 3.6%), Indonesia (3; 2.7%), and ROK, India, 

and other areas collectively accounted for 2 incidents (1.8%).

• Poaching: A total of 14 poaching incidents were recorded in Oct 

2025, which is significantly lower compared to 2024 (50) and 2023

(67). This figure also represents a decrease of 9 incidents from 

Sep (23), reinforcing a continued downward trend in poaching 

activity.

• The largest proportion of poaching incidents involved Indonesian 

vessels (10 incidents; 58.8%), followed by vessels of unknown 

nationality (7 incidents; 41.2%).

• International : NSTR.

Comments :
• Overall IUUF incidents continue to decline, though recent 

increases in local and poaching activity highlight the need for 

ongoing monitoring and adaptive enforcement.
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Statistics:

Total of 67 CS incidents in Oct 2025. This represented a significant 

increased as compared to the same period in 2024 (37), and 2023 (62).

Drugs (x22, 1088.37kg): Indonesia (x5 Meth 52.669kg & 49 Packages, 

Cocaine 9.39kg, Cannabis 100packages, Nimetazepam 28 strips, Marijuan 6 

packages),  Philippines( Cananbis 16kg, cocaine 36 bricks), Sri Lanka 

(Heroin 53.134kg), Bangladesh (x2 Meth 70,000 Pills), China (Cocaine 69kg), 

Malaysia (Meth 1.9kg).

Fuel (x5 101,470.72Liters): Philippines (Gasoline 2,500 Liters, Diesel 10 

gallons), Vietnam (x2, Diesel 121,000 Litres). Malaysia (Diesel 960 Litres).

Domestic Products (x12 176,243kg): Indonesia (x4),Sabah 

(x2), Bangladesh (x3), Malaysia (x1),Hong Kong (x1), Sri Lanka (x1).

Natural Resources  (x11, 1,652,908.45kg): Sri  Lanka (x5), Malaysia 

(x3), Indonesia(x2), Bangladesh(x1).

Tobacco (x5, 6,600 cases): Philippines (x4), Indonesia (x1). 

Wildlife (x6 300kg): Indonesia (x4), Malaysia (x1), Sri Lanka (x1). 

Chemical Substances (x1 1,194 Bags): Bangladesh (x1) 

Tobacco and Domestic Products: Hong Kong(x1)

Drugs and Domestic Products: Indonesia (x1) 

Fuel and Domestic Products: Indonesia (x1) 

Fuel and Tobacco: Singapore (x1)

Comments:

• IFC reported an increased of CS incidents in Oct 2025 as compared to 

Sep but remains similar numbers compared to Aug 2025.

• Drug smuggling incidents was the main contributing type to CS incidents, 

notable increase in incidents as compared to the previous month. Smaller 

vessels were the main operating tactic for the drugs smuggling in the 

region.

• Fuel seizures reporting accounted for similar quantity as compared  to 

last month.

• Domestic  product  smuggling incidents  recorded a slight  decrease 

compared to previous month. Indonesia accounted for majority of cases 

this month, while Bangladesh reported the highest number of incidents last 

month.
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Statistics:

• Total of 6 IHM incidents reported in Oct 2025 - all classified 
as routine Irregular Human Migration.

Comments:
• IHM activity was predominantly located in

Indonesian/Malaysian waters, with the majority of IHM 
being related to migrant labour workforce. Other incidents 
included Chinese IHM in the northern South China Sea and a 
vessel travelling to Australia.

• October included the first Rohingya IHM incident of the 
second half of the year. It is likely that these incidents will 
increase in number in Nov and Dec due to permissive 
weather, in line with historical trends.

• IHM activity decreased slightly compared to previous
years. This is in contrast to Aug and Sep which showed
slightly increased IHM numbers. Lower numbers this month 
may reflect the increase in arrests in previous months 
possibly resulting in a lower number of IHM attempts.
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Liquid (MARPOL)

Statistics :

• 1 ENVSEC incident was reported in Oct 2025, marking a 
notable decrease compared to Oct 2024 (6) and a slight 
decrease from Sep (4).

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL) : 1 incident involving a liquid oil 
spill was recorded, with the source identified as a tug vessel.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :

• Although the number of ENVSEC incidents remains low, IFC 
will continue to closely monitor environmental violations, as 
regional enforcement increasingly adopts satellite-based 
detection and rapid response measures.
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Comments:

• There were no reports of Cyber Security incidents taking 
place this month.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 16 - - 16

Contraband Smuggling 5 4 1 10

Environmental Security 2 - - 2

Maritime Incidents 2 - - 2

Irregular Human Migration 1 - - 1

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Sep 2025 Aug 2025 Jul 2025 Grand total

People Involved

116
Vessels Involved

29
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$6.74K
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

103.3K

26 4 1Grand total 31

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2025 2000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Contraband Smuggling 16 10

Maritime Incidents 9 0

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 6 4

Irregular Human Migration 3 0

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 -7

Grand total 35 2

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Contraband Smuggling 47 26

Maritime Incidents 46 -17

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 23 10

Irregular Human Migration 4 -3

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -8

Grand total 122 -18

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Contraband Smuggling 17 16

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 12 5

Maritime Incidents 10 -1

Irregular Human Migration 1 0

Grand total 40 18

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Southern Asia
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$457.37M
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People Involved

941
671 from previous year

Vessels Involved

102
75 from previous year

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=11.915158%2C82.905682&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3
https://www.google.com/intl/en_SG/help/terms_maps.html


Maritime Incidents 14 4

Contraband Smuggling 3 -10

Irregular Human Migration 1 -

Environmental Security 1 -

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1 -8

Grand total 20 -13

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Eastern Asia
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$0.0
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People Involved
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46 from previous year
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Grand total 11 -30

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Oceania
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Maritime Incidents 1,683 -231

Contraband Smuggling 1,432 -185

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,276 -91

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 249 36

Irregular Human Migration 198 -120

Environmental Security 85 -18

Cyber Security 72 0

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 4,995 -612
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Overview of MARSEC Incidents this Year to Date

Vessels Involved

5,990
-9.6% from previous year

People Involved

33,006
-16.1% from previous year

Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$14.18B
49.9% from previous year
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SAFE AND SECURE 

SEAS FOR ALL

Address: 
Email: 
Web:

103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Singapore 498750 
information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg 
www.ifc.org.sg

Fax: +65 6594 5734 Telegram: http://bit.ly /Information_Fusion_Centre

Hotline: +65 9626 8965 WhatsApp: https://bit.ly /WhatsApp_IFC

Office: +65 6594 5728 / 5705 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Info_Fusion_Ctr
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