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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 88 83 54

Contraband Smuggling 86 70 54

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 57 93 49

Irregular Human Migration 24 17 12

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 10 10 17

Environmental Security 5 0 5

Cyber Security 3 0 1

Others 2 0 0

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0

Incidents Compared with Previous Two Years
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 16 14

Contraband Smuggling 3 -1

Irregular Human Migration 2 1

Environmental Security 1 -

Grand total 22 13

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 17 TRAPS incidents were reported in May 2025 throughout the AOI. This number recorded higher 
than previous years May 2024 (10 incidents) and May 2023 (10 incidents). 16 incidents occurred in the Singapore Strait (SS) and 1 in 
Pussur Channel, Bangladesh.

Maritime Incidents: 54 MI incidents were recorded in May 2025 throughout the AOI. Bad weather was still the most common 
reported incident cause(14 of 54 incidents).

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 49 IUUF incidents were recorded in IFC's AOI in May 2025. It's assessed that the efforts 
of enforcement agencies and weather likely helped curb the increase of incidents.

Contraband Smuggling: For the month of May, IFC reported a total of 54 incidents compared to 41 incidents last month (Apr). There 
has been a noticeable surge in drug smuggling, two times higher than previous month.

Irregular Human Migration: The IFC recorded a total of 12 incidents for the month of May, there was a high level of Rohingya activity 
this month, with three incidents occurring in the Bay of Bengal. Unfortunately two of the three vessels were reported to have sunk, 
resulting in the deaths of at least 427 people.

Environmental Security: Five Environmental Security incident was reported in May 2025. consisting of 4 cases of oil spill and 1 illegal 
disposal of waste

Cyber Security: One Cyber Security incident was reported in May 2025. A Japanese shipbuilding company was the victim of a 
ransomware attack.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Summary
• There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics

• Total of 17 (Boardings) TRAPS incidents, increased compared to both May 2024 and 
May 2023 (10 incidents respectively).

• 16 incidents occurred in the Singapore Strait (SS) and 1 in Bangladesh. These incidents 

involved 10 bulk carriers, 5 tankers, 1 cargo vessel and 1 tug and barge.

• Of note, 14 incidents occurred during the Period of Darkness (PoD) and 3 incidents were 

recorded in the morning. All incidents occurred while vessels were underway less one, while it was 

alongside at harbour.

Singapore Strait (SS)

• 15 Sea Thefts and 1 Sea Robbery recorded while ships were underway: 15 incidents occurred in 

the Phillip Channel and 1 incident in the Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme 

(TSS).

• Of the fifteen (15) incidents in Philip Channel, six (6) incidents [7, 17, 20, 22 23 and 27 May] 

involved perpetrators reportedly armed with knives and gun-like object respectively with 

one (1) confrontation reported [27 May]. Resulted from the confrontation, one (1) minor 

injury (head injury) was reported. Three (3) incidents [2, 20 and 23 May] reported engines spare 

parts stolen, and 3 drums of 20-litres of lube oil [23 May].

• Incident in the Eastbound Lane of TSS involved a tug and barge, however, no 

confrontation, no injury and no items stolen reported.

• All ships were able to continue their voyages to the next port without requiring any assistance.

Bangladesh

• 1 incident (Sea Robbery) occurred at Mongla Port, Bangladesh involving 1 general- 
cargo vessel, Shejyoti. The incident involved fourteen armed robbers with 
reported stolen key equipment, fuel oil, food supplies, and crews' personal belongings, 
including mobile phones. Resulted from the confrontation, three crew members were 
injured and received medical aid onboard the vessel.

Comments

• The number of incidents in May 2025 is the second highest in 2025 thus far, 
especially in SS, likely attributed to heightened financial pressures in the lead-up to the 
June festivities, prompting some individuals to engage in petty crimes as a means of 
alleviating economic strain. Based on historical trends, incident numbers in June 2025 
are expected to decline compared to earlier months of the year, primarily due to 
improved weather conditions in the South China Sea, which facilitate the resumption of 
fishing activities.

• Perpetrators continue to target vulnerable vessel types, particularly bulk carriers, tugs 
with barges including container vessels [freeboard 3 to 7m]. In line with previous 
trends, these vessels are likely to remain preferred targets due to their inherent 
characteristics, such as low operating speeds and low freeboard. IFC assesses that the 
perpetrators' modus operandi is expected to remain consistent, primarily involving acts 
of petty crime.

• All companies, sea users, and ship masters are advised to remain vigilant when 
transiting known hotspots such as the Phillip Channel waters off Batam and Bintan
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:
• A total of 54 maritime incidents were reported this month, 
which is lower than the figures recorded for the same period 
in 2024 (83) and 2023 (88) incidents.

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk- 
capsized (18), followed by Collision Grounding(16), Vessel 
Detained(8) and Adrift(6).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents occurred in the waters of the Indonesia (12), 
ROK (11), Malaysia (10) and Philippines (7).

• A total of 516 individuals were reported dead or missing 
this month, which is more than the last month (18) also more 
than the same period in 2024 (46). Overall, 43 SAR 
operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue of 924 
individuals during this month.
.
Comments:
• There were no major storms in the IFC's AOI this month, 
however bad weather was still the most common reported 
incident cause(14 of 54 incidents).
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Statistics :

• Total: 49 IUUF incidents were recorded in IFC's AOI in May 2025. This 

figure shows a significant decrease of 44 incidents compared to May 2024 

(93), a little bit decrease of 8 incidents compared to May 2023 (57), as 

observed from the annual data (YoY). When viewed a comparison to the 

previous month (65), there was a slightly decrease  of 16 incidents, 

reflecting a notable increase (MoM).

• Local : 36 local incidents were recorded in May 2025. This figure shows 

a lower value compared to May 2024 (69), but a slight increase on 

May 2023 (35) by 1 (YoY). When compared to the previous month (27), it 

increased 9 incidents (MoM).

• Majority of FVs involved in local incidents occurred in Sri Lanka with 19 

FVs (26%), followed by the Bangladesh with 18 FVs (24.7%), Malaysia with 

15 FVs (20.5%).ROK with 11 FVs (15.1%).

• Poaching : 13 poaching incidents were recorded in May 2025. This figure 

shows an annual increase in the same month, with 6 incidents compared to 

May 2024 (31), and 20 incidents compared to May 2023 (17) (YoY). When 

compared to the previous month (24), it increased by 13 incidents (MoM).

• The largest proportion of poaching incidents is unspecified nationality 

with 32 FVs (80%), followed by Viet Nam with 5 FVs (12.5%), China with 2

FVs (5%) and Indonesia with 1 FV (2.5%).

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

• The number of incidents this month decreased compared to the same 

month in the previous years (YoY), but slightly increase when compared to 

the last month (MoM). The major contributor to this downward trend is 

local incidents, it's assessed that the efforts of enforcement agencies 

likely helped curb the increase of incidents. We will continue to monitor the 

changes on data, taking various variables into consideration.
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Types of Smuggled Goods Kilograms of Drugs Seized

Statistics:

In May 2025, IFC recorded 54 contraband smuggling incidents.

Drugs (x17, 10,076.6kg): Indonesia(x6, Meth7,501.5kg), 

Bangladesh(x4, Meth 360,000Pills, Anesthetic), Malaysia (x3 Meth 

300kg, Cannabis 409 Packs, Synthetic drugs 179 Litres), Sri Lanka 

(x2 Meth 503.6kg, Heroin 275.5kg, Cannabis 301.1kg), Australia (x1 

Cocaine 1,400kg), ROK (x1 Cocaine 720kg).

Fuel (x6 132,000 litres): Vietnam (x2, Diesel 130,000 litres), Indoneisa 

(x1 Diesel 2,200kg), India(x1 Petrol 600 Liters), Sabah (x1, Petrol 16 

Barrels). Malaysia (x1 Petrol 64.4Liters).

Domestic Products (x15 7,108kg): Indonesia (x9), Bangladesh(x3), , 

Thailand(x1), Sri Lanka (x1), Sabah (x1).

Natural Resources (x4, 21,568.4kg): Sri Lanka (x3), Indonesia (x1). 
Wildlife (x2): Malaysia (x1), Indonesia (x1).
Tobacco (x8, 7378 cases): Philippines (x3),Indonesia (x1), China (x1), 
Singapore(x1),Bangladesh(x1), Brunei (x1).
Weapons (x2): Indonesia (x2 Air Rifle 88).

Comments:

• For this month, IFC reported a total of 54 incidents compared to 41 

incidents last month. But was lower compared to the same period in 

the previous years.

• Compared to last month, drug smuggling surged significantly 

almost two times higher, Particularly, we have seen the big volume of 

drugs siezed in Indonesia. Fuel seizures decreased by about 30 %. 

Tobacco cases have increased slightly , but the individual seizures 

were smaller. Wildlife smuggling cases remained stable.

• With Drugs smuggling being the major part of incidents this month, 

followed by Domestic Products, but low volume of domestic products 

were siezed for each incidetns. Off Note, Weapons smugging was 

seen moving in Indonesia water for at least two times.
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Statistics:
• 12 incidents were recorded this month - with all twelve 
classified as routine Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 
incidents, and two classified as .

Comments:
• Incidents this month were varied, both geographically and 
by nationality of migrants. The increase in May over the 
preceding months is in line with historical trends

• There was a high level of Rohingya activity this month, with 
three incidents occurring in the Bay of Bengal. This is late in 
the year for Rohingya IHM due to the increasingly adverse 
weather at this time of year. Unfortunately two of the three 
vessels were reported to have sunk, resulting in the deaths of 
at least 427 people.

• IHM activity remains a concern, with a historical peak in 
May and June as people take advantage of the warmer and 
drier weather in south east Asia during these months.
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Terms

Liquid (Maritime Pollution)

Map Data  2000 km

Solid (Maritime Pollution)

Statistics : 5 incidents were recorded in IFC's AOI in May 
2025, it was increased incident compared to may 2024 (0) 
(YoY). In addition, this figure shows a slightly increased to 
the previous month (3) (MoM).

Maritime Pollution : 5 incidents of MARPOL case were 
recorded, consisting of 4 cases of oil spill and 1 illegal 
disposal of waste.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation : NSTR

Contagion : NSTR

Others : NSTR.

Comments :
• While oil spills contributed the most to MARPOL violations, 
IFC will continue to monitor the trend, considering the effect 
of regional authorities adopting satellite imagery for their 
ENVSEC incidents.
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Comments:
• There was one Cyber Security incident reported this month.

• Japanese shipbuilding company NSS was targeted by the 
"Qilin Group" and fell victim to a ransomware attack. The 
breach was reported on May 6th, 2025 and resulted in the 
theft of internal documents.

Although the number of reported Cyber Security incidents is 
down this year, the true number of attacks is likely much 
higher. All maritime stakeholders are urged to follow cyber 
security best practices and report all attacks, successful and 
otherwise, to the appropriate authorities.
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Summary
• There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Contraband Smuggling 4 20 24

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 4 5 9

Maritime Incidents 2 2 4

Irregular Human Migration - 3 3

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category May 2025 Apr 2025 Grand total

People Involved

170
Vessels Involved

52
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$278.72M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

152.4K

10 30Grand total 40
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 
possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 
Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 
Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 
Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 
frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 
CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 
Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 
Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)
+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 
national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 
these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 
authorities.

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 16 11

Contraband Smuggling 9 1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 8 -14

Maritime Incidents 7 -2

Irregular Human Migration 5 -1

Environmental Security 1 -

Grand total 46 -4

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 
Singapore
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Contraband Smuggling 36 -13

Maritime Incidents 34 -35

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 30 -37

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 16 8

Irregular Human Migration 8 -6

Environmental Security 4 -

Grand total 128 -79

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Contraband Smuggling 15 5

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 6 -10

Maritime Incidents 5 -4

Irregular Human Migration 2 -

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 1 0

Grand total 29 -7

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Southern Asia
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Maritime Incidents 14 -

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 9 7

Contraband Smuggling 2 -6

Environmental Security 1 -

Cyber Security 1 -

Grand total 27 17

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Eastern Asia
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=30.434675%2C125.070003&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 3 -5

Contraband Smuggling 1 -2

Irregular Human Migration 1 -2

Grand total 5 -14

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Oceania
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Maritime Incidents 1,315 -100

Contraband Smuggling 1,115 -103

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,057 -18

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 196 25

Irregular Human Migration 161 -115

Environmental Security 71 3

Cyber Security 67 44

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 3,982 -267
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Overview of MARSEC Incidents this Year to Date
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
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Address: 
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Web:

103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Singapore 498750 
information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg 
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Hotline: +65 9626 8965 WhatsApp: https://bit.ly /WhatsApp_IFC
Office: +65 6594 5728 / 5705 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Info_Fusion_Ctr
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