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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 78 88 54

Contraband Smuggling 68 94 45

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 46 73 29

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 14 11 21

Irregular Human Migration 17 12 2

Environmental Security 3 4 4

Cyber Security 2 3 1

Others 1 0 0

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0

Incidents Compared with Previous Two Years
Catergory Jun 2023 Jun 2024 Jun 2025

229 285 156Grand total
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Incidents

156
-129 from previous year

People Involved

762
-627 from previous year

Vessels Involved

210
-83 from previous year
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 18 10

Maritime Incidents 2 1

Grand total 20 4

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 21 TRAPS incidents were reported in Jun 2025 throughout the AOI. This number recorded higher

than previous years June 2024 (9) and June 2023 (13). 17 incidents occurred in the Singapore Strait (SS), 2 in Chattogram

Anchorage, Bangladesh, 1 in Straits of Malacca and 1 in Kakinada Anchorage, India.

Maritime Incidents: 54 MI incidents were recorded in Jun 2025 throughout the AOI. Bad weather was still the most common

reported incident cause (17 of 54 incidents).

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 29 IUUF incidents were recorded in Jun 2025. The number of incidents this month

shows a significant downtrend.

Contraband Smuggling: 45 CS incidents were recorded in Jun 2025. Compared to last month, drug smuggling has dropped

significantly, by almost two times.

Irregular Human Migration: 2 IHM incidents were recorded in Jun 2025. The decrease could be attributed to a) unfavorable weather

conditions and b) incidents passing detections by regional authorities.

Environmental Security: 4 ENVSEC incidents were recorded in Jun 2025. Oil spills continue to be the main contributor to MARPOL

violations. For this month, one incident involved damaged to coral reef caused by a vessel running aground.

Cyber Security: One cyber security incident was reported in Jun 2025. A sanctioned oil tanker used AIS spoofing to report false

names, identification and positions.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics

•Total of 21 TRAPS incidents, comprising 20 boardings and 1 attempted boarding,

increased compared to June 2024 (9) and June 2023 (13).

•17 incidents occurred in the Singapore Strait (SS), 2 in Chattogram Anchorage, Bangladesh,

1 in Straits of Malacca and 1 in Kakinada Anchorage, India. These incidents involved

12 bulk carriers, 4 tankers, 3 container vessels, 1 supply vessel and 1 tug and barge.

•Of note, 19 incidents occurred during the Period of Darkness (PoD) whilst 2 incidents

were recorded during daylight. All incidents occurred while vessels were underway less 3,

while at anchor (2 in Bangladesh, 1 in India).

Singapore Strait (SS)

•17 Sea thefts recorded while ships were underway: 13 incidents occurred in the Phillip

Channel and 4 incidents in the Eastbound Lane of Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS).

• Of the 13 incidents in Philip Channel, 8 incidents [3, 5, 12, 13, 15 , 23 , 27 and 28

Jun] involved perpetrators reportedly armed [knives or “gun-like” objects], however no

confrontation or crew injury reported. Of note, 2 incidents [23 and 28 Jun] reported

items and engine parts stolen [i.e. paint drums, pistons].

• Of the 4 incidents in Eastbound Lane of TSS, 1 incident (7 Jun) reported scrap metal

stolen and 1 incident (16 Jun) reported a full SCBA set, an SCBA bottle compressor and

two radio transceivers missing. No confrontation and injury were reported.

• All ships were able to continue their voyages to the next port without requiring

any assistance.
Bangladesh

•2 Sea theft incidents were reported off Chattogram Anchorage, involving a bulk carrier

and a container ship. In both cases, the perpetrators were armed with knives. The

container ship reported the theft of ship’s property. No confrontation or injuries were

reported in either incident.

Straits of Malacca

•1 Sea theft incident was reported involving a bulk carrier, where five armed

perpetrators boarded the vessel and stole ship's items. No confrontation or injuries were

reported.

India

• 1 Sea theft incident occurred involving 1 supply vessel, which involved five

perpetrators, but were successfully apprehended by Indian authorities.

Comments

•The number of incidents in June 2025 is the second highest recorded this year,

particularly in the SS, likely linked to heightened financial pressures ahead of the June

festivities, prompting a rise in petty crimes. Based on historical trends, incident numbers

are expected to decline in July 2025, mainly due to improved weather conditions in the

South China Sea that support the resumption of fishing activities.

• Perpetrators continue to target vulnerable vessels, particularly bulk carriers, tugs

with barges, and container ships with freeboards ranging from 3 to 7 meters. Consistent

with past trends, these vessels are likely to remain preferred targets due to their low

operating speeds and low freeboard.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

•A total of 54 maritime incidents were reported this month,
which is lower than the figures recorded for the same period
in 2024 (88) and 2023 (78) incidents.

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk-
capsized (22), followed by collision grounding(12), fire
Explosion(9) and Adrift(6).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported
incidents occurred in the waters of the Malaysia(10),
ROK (10),Vietnam (9) and Philippines (8).

•A total of 35 individuals were reported dead or missing this
month, which is less than the last month (518) also less than
the same period in 2024 (48). Overall, 41 SAR operations
were conducted, resulting in the rescue of 486 individuals
during this month.
.
Comments:

• There were no major storms in the IFC's AOI this month,
however bad weather was still the most common reported
incident cause accounting for 14 of the 54 incidents this
month.
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Statistics :

• Total: 29 IUUF incidents were recorded in IFC's AOI in June 2025. This

figure shows a significant decrease of 44 incidents compared to June 2024

(73), and of 17 incidents compared to June 2023 (46), as observed from the

annual data (YoY). When viewed a comparison to the previous month (66),

there was a decrease of 37 incidents, reflecting a overall downtrend

(MoM).

• Local: 21 local incidents were recorded in June 2025. This figure shows

a lower value compared to June 2024 (35) by 14 and June 2023 (30) by

9 (YoY). When compared to the previous month (36), it also shows a

decrease of 15 incidents (MoM).

• The majority of FVs involved in local incidents were reported in Malaysia,

with 13 incidents (61.9%), followed by Indonesia with 4 incidents (19%). One

incident each was reported in Japan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and

Vietnam, bringing the total for these countries to 4 incidents (19%).

• Poaching: 8 poaching incidents were recorded in June 2025. This figure

shows an annual decrease in the same month, with 30 incidents compared

to June 2024 (38), and 8 incidents decrease compared to June 2023 (16)

(YoY). When compared to the previous month (30), it decreased by 22

incidents (MoM).

• Unspecified nationalities accounted for the largest number of poaching

incidents with 6 cases (75%), followed by Chinese and Indian vessels with

one incident each (2 in total, 25%).

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

• The number of incidents this month shows a significant downtrend

compared to both the same month in previous years (YoY) and to the last

month (MoM). While it is likely that the efforts of enforcement agencies

have effectively curbed illegal fishing, it remains possible that illegal

fishing methods to evade detection has evolved. We will continue to

monitor the changes on data, taking various variables into consideration.
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Types of Smuggled Goods Kilograms of Drugs Seized

Statistics:

In June 2025, IFC recorded 45 contraband smuggling incidents.

Drugs (x10, 3,948.5kg): Philippines(x2, Meth1,524.5kg, 2x Unknown 

drugs), Indonesia (x3, Meth 17.5kg, Unknown drugs), Sabah (Meth 

3kg) Thailand ( Meth 2,399kg), Malaysia (Meth 5 packets).

Fuel (x9 253,230 litres): Vietnam (x4, Diesel 101,000 litres), 

Philippines (x2 Diesel 200,000Liters, Petroleum 16 drums), Sabah(x1 

Diesel 450 Liters), Indonesia (x2, Diesel 980 Liters, Pertalite Fuel 800 

Liters).

Domestic Products (x11 55,675kg): Indonesia (x5), Bangladesh(x1), 

Malaysia(x1), Sabah(x1), Philippines (x1), Viet Nam (x1), Myanmar 

(x1).

Natural Resources (x5, 42,914kg): Sri Lanka (x2), Indonesia (x2).

Wildlife (x2): Indonesia (x2).

Tobacco (x8, 760 cases): Philippines (x4),Indonesia (x1), China (x1), 

Viet Nam (x1), Sri Lanka (x1).

Comments:

• For this month, IFC reported a total of 45 incidents compared to 54 

incidents last month. And it was two times lower compared to the 

same period in the previous years.

•Compared to last month, drug smuggling has dropped significantly 

almost two times lower. Fuel seizures has increased by about 30 %. 

Tobacco cases have remained the same incidents ,but the individual 

seizures were smaller. Wildlife smuggling cases were also remained 

stable.

•With Drugs smuggling being the major part of incidents this month, 

followed by Domestic Products, but higher volume of domestic 

products were seized for each incidents.
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Statistics:

•2 incidents were recorded this month - with one classified
as routine Irregular Human Migration (IHM) incident, and
another as Human Trafficking.

Comments:

• Incidents this month were varied, both geographically and
by nationality of migrants. The decrease in June over the
preceding months is out of the norm, which could be
attributed to a) unfavorable weather conditions and b)
incidents passing detections by regional authorities.
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Liquid (MARPOL) Others

Statistics :4 incidents were recorded in IFC's AOI in J 2025, it
remained same compared to may 2024 (4) (YoY). In addition,
this figure shows a slightly decreased to the previous month
(5) (MoM).

Maritime Pollution : 3 MARPOL incidents were recorded,
consisting of 1 case of oil spill and 2 cases of chemical
discharge.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation :NSTR

Contagion :NSTR

Others : 1 incident involving damage to a coral reef was 
recorded, caused by a vessel running aground.

Comments :

• While oil spills continue to be the main contributor to
MARPOL violations over the years, IFC will maintain close
monitoring of the trend, especially in light of regional
authorities increasingly utilizing satellite imageries to detect
and respond to ENVSEC incidents.
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Comments:
•There was one Cyber Security incident reported this month.

• In order to make detection and tracking more difficult, a
sanctioned oil tanker spoofed AIS/GNSS data to change its
position and conceal its real identity.

Dark fleet oil tankers present a range of risks that affect
maritime safety, environmental protection, geopolitical
stability, and economic security. Addressing these risks
requires coordinated efforts from international regulatory
bodies, flag states, and the maritime industry.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing - 17 - - 17

Maritime Incidents 2 9 - - 11

Contraband Smuggling - 5 1 1 7

Irregular Human Migration - 1 - - 1

Cyber Security - - 1 - 1

Environmental Security 1 - - - 1

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to,and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report,or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Jun 2025 May 2025 Apr 2025 Mar 2025 Grand total

People Involved

227
Vessels Involved

40
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$70.27M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

3 32 2 1Grand total 38

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2025 1000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available,

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations
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https://www.admiralty.co.uk/maritime-safety-information/security-related-information-to-mariners?fbclid=IwAR3erHTZWpNj5Yn2fdO9cZWk2DRPXw9Edqg8Tsfhe4T2v9Kh6BSp1QyH76A&Q6112
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Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 18 10

Maritime Incidents 9 1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 9 2

Contraband Smuggling 6 -8

Grand total 42 -1

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore
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Contraband Smuggling 39 -24

Maritime Incidents 35 -41

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 23 -16

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 17 10

Environmental Security 2 0

Irregular Human Migration 1 -9

Grand total 117 -83

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia

Number of Incidents

500 kmKeyboard shortcuts Map data ©2025 Google, TMap Mobility Terms

Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$244.60M
954.5% from previous year

People Involved

501
-518 from previous year

Vessels Involved

122
-91 from previous year

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year

Maritime Incidents Contraband Smuggli… Illegal, Unreported an…

Theft, Robbery and Pira… 

Environmental Security

Irregular Human Migrat… Cyber Security

Jul 2024 Sep 2024

Aug 2024 Oct 2024

Nov 2024

Dec 2024

Jan 2025

Feb 2025

Mar 2025 May 2025

Apr 2025 Jun 2025

200

150

100

50

0

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=6.435981%2C118.8124&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=SG&mapclient=apiv3
https://www.google.com/intl/en_SG/help/terms_maps.html


Maritime Incidents 7 1

Contraband Smuggling 4 -20

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 3 1

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 2 -6

Environmental Security 2 -

Irregular Human Migration 1 -

Grand total 19 -21
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Maritime Incidents 11 7

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 2 -

Cyber Security 1 -

Contraband Smuggling 1 -4

Grand total 15 3

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Eastern Asia
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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 2 -24

Contraband Smuggling 1 -1

Grand total 3 -28

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Oceania
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Maritime Incidents 1,378 -125

Contraband Smuggling 1,167 -145

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,103 -45

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 222 40

Irregular Human Migration 164 -124

Environmental Security 75 3

Cyber Security 69 43

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 4,178 -356
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