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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the IFC AOI

Maritime Incidents 103 103 101

Contraband Smuggling 69 69 106

Illegal, Unreported and Unregul… 64 64 57

Irregular Human Migration 16 16 11

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 8 8 7

Environmental Security 2 2 6

Cyber Security 0 0 0

Maritime Terrorism 0 0 0

Grand total 262 262 288

Incidents Compared with Previous Two Years
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Number of Vessels

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -4

Maritime Incidents 1 -3

Grand total 3 -14

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in the Singapore Strait

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year
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Executive Summary

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 2 TRAPS incidents were reported in Aug 2025, with both incidents occurring in the Singapore 

Strait. This marks a significant decrease as compared to 2024 (7), and 2023 (8).

Maritime Incidents: 68 MI incidents were reported in Aug 2025. Bad Weather was the most common reported incident cause (18 out 

of 68 incidents).

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing: 39 IUUF incidents were reported in Aug 2025. It was observed that illegal fishing 

methods were evolving to evade detection by enforcement agencies.

Contraband Smuggling: 47 CS incidents were reported in Aug 2025. Drugs smuggling continues to dominant the contraband 

smuggling this month. The number of cases were lower than last month, but higher in volume. whereas fuel smuggling remains the 

same numbers but lower in volume.

Irregular Human Migration: 9 IHM incidents were reported in Aug 2025. There was a notable increase in incidents this month, 

primarily driven by occurrences off the coast of the Philippines.

Environmental Security: 1 ENVSEC incident was report in Aug 2025. Notably, regional authorities have reportedly been increasingly 

utilising satellite imagery to detect and respond to ENVSEC incidents.

Cyber Security: 1 CYBSEC incident was reported in Aug 2025. This incident affected almost 100 ships attempting to use the port 

of Nakhodka.
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Summary

•There were no reports of Maritime Terrorism incidents taking place this month.

OBSERVATIONS
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Incident Types

Statistics.

• Total of 2 TRAPS incidents in Aug 2025. This represented a 
significant decrease as compared to the same period in 2024 
(7), and 2023 (8).
• 2 incidents were reported in Aug 2025; 1 in Eastbound Lane 
of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) and  1 in Phillip 
Channel.

Eastbound Lane of TSS.

•1 incident involving a tug and barge during daylight hours. 
Based on incident reports, there were nine sampans 
approaching the barge, and approximately 10 unarmed 
perpetrators boarded. No confrontation and injury were 
reported, and some scrap metal was stolen.

Philip Channel.
• 1 incident involving a bulk carrier during hours of darkness. 
Ship crew sighted 4 unarmed perpetrators on board, who fled 
immediately  after  the  ship’s  alarm  was  raised.  No 
confrontation and injury were reported, and nothing was 
stolen.

Comments.

• The number of incident in Aug 2025 was significantly lower 
than in previous months. This decline likely due to the 
effective joint operations conducted by the Indonesian 
authorities in Jul 2025, which sent a strong deterrent 
message to the would-be perpetrators.
• IFC assess low incident rates for Sep 2025, supported by 
ongoing enforcement in key areas. However, vessels are 
urged to stay vigilant and apply appropriate protection 
measures  to  deter  threats  and  prevent  unauthorised 
boarding.
• Perpetrators  continue  to  target  vulnerable  vessels, 
particularly bulk carriers, tugs with barges, and container 
ships with freeboards less than 8 meters. Consistent with 
past trends, these vessels are likely to remain preferred 
targets due to their low operating speeds and low freeboard. 
The modus operandi is expected to remain unchanged, 
involving mainly acts of petty theft.
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Maritime Incidents (MI)
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Statistics:

• Total of 68 MI incidents in Aug 2025, which is lower as 
compared to the same period in 2024 (101), and 2023 (103).

• The largest number of reported incidents was sunk- 
Capsized (28), followed by Adrift(14), Collision-Grounding 
(12), and Fire-Explosion (6).

• In terms of location, the highest number of reported 
incidents  occurred  in  the  waters  of  Vietnam  (13), 
Philippines (12), ROK (9), Indonesia (6), and India (5) .

• Total of 30 individuals was reported dead or missing this 
month, which is less than the last month (103). Overall, 44 
SAR operations were conducted, resulting in the rescue of 
493 individuals during this month.
.
Comments:

• This month, the impact of Typhoon Kajiki caused severe 
weather in Vietnam, leading to heavy rains and strong winds. 
The  interaction  between  Typhoon  Kajiki  and  the 
strengthened SW Monsoon amplified rainfall and wind 
across parts of Philippines, leading to floods in low lying 
areas. Of note, Bad Weather remained the most commonly 
reported cause of incidents, accounting for 18 of the 68 
incidents this month.

• The high number of vessels detained under the “Number of 
Vessels by Type of Incident” category was mainly due to a 
special operation conducted by the Malaysian Maritime 
Police in the waters around Pulau Perhentian from 15 to 17 
Aug, which resulted in 18 passenger ships being detained.
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Statistics :

•Total of 39 IUUF incidents in Aug 2025. This represented a 
significant decrease as compared to the same period in 2024 
(57), and 2023 (64). However, this month recorded 13 
incidents more than in Jul 2025, reflecting an overall upward 
trend in incident numbers.

• Local: 26 Local incidents were recorded in Aug 2025, which 
is lower as compared to the same period in 2024 (28), and 
2023 (27). However, this month recorded 12 more incidents 
than in Jul 2025.

•Majority of Local incidents were reported in the Philippines 
(7 incidents; 26.9%), followed by Malaysia (6 incidents; 
23.1%). Indonesia and Vietnam recorded 3 incidents each 
(11.5%).  Bangladesh,  Sri  Lanka  and  ROK  reported  2 
incidents each (7.7%). 1 incident was reported in India 
(3.8%).

• Poaching: 13 Poaching incidents were recorded in Aug 
2025, which  is lower as compared to the same period in 
2024 (29), and and 2023 (37). However, this month recorded 
1 more incident than in Jul 2025.

• The largest proportion of Poaching incidents involved 
fishing vessels with "Unknown" nationalities (11 incidents; 
84.6%), followed by Sri Lanka and India with 1 incident each 
(2 in total; 15.4%).

• International : NSTR.

Comments :

•While it is likely that the regional enforcement efforts have 
effectively curbed illegal fishing, it is possible that illegal 
fishing methods to evade detection has evolved. IFC will 
continue to monitor the changes in data, taking various 
variables into consideration.
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Types of Smuggled Goods Kilograms of Drugs Seized

Statistics:
Total of 47 CS incidents in Aug 2025. This represented a significant 

decrease as compared to the same period in 2024 (106), and 

2023 (69).

Drugs (x12, 1,405.28kg): Sri Lanka (x2, Cannabis 332kg, Heroin 

1.175kg), Australia  (Meth 900kg, Ketamine 45kg), Hong Kong (x2 

Heroin 7.6kg, Meth 3.9kg), South China Sea (Meth 42kg), Malaysia 

(Cannabis 30kg), Indonesia (Meth 10kg), Maldive (Cannabis 82g), 

Philippines (Meth 118kg).

Fuel (x7 17,975.68 litres): Malaysia (x2 Petrol 14 gallons, 450 

Litres), Vietnam (x2, Diesel 210,000 Litres), Thailand (Diesel 28,000 

Litres), Sabah(x2  Petrol  1,100  Litres, Petrol  26  Jerry  Cans), 

Philippines (Gasoline 9,725 Litres).

Domestic Products (x11 965,310kg): Indonesia  (x6), China (x2), 

Malaysia (x1), Philippines (x1), Bangladesh (x1).

Natural Resources (x7, 667,200kg): Sri Lanka (x2), Thailand (x2), 

Malaysia (x1), Vietnam (x1), Indonesia (x1).

Tobacco (x7, 55,035 cartons, 557 cases): Philippines (x4), China (x2), 
Indonesia (x1).

Tobacco and Domestic Products: China (x1) 

Drugs and Domestic Products: Indonesia (x1) 
Tobacco and Natural Resources: Sri Lanka (x1)

Comments:
• IFC reported a similar number of CS incidents in Aug 2025 as 

compared to Jul 2025.

• Drug-related incidents were similar, but involved several larger 

shipments seized; notably in Australia (900kg Meth), and Sri Lanka 

(332kg Cannabis). This is reflective of the variability of drug 

smuggling within the region, which can range from localised small- 

scale operations to multi-national organised crime syndicates.

• Fuel seizures declined in volume. The figures in Jul 2025 were 

dominated by large-scale diesel smuggling, whereas Aug 2025 

reflected a shift toward small-scale smuggling. This is likely a 

reflection of the dynamic scope of fuel smuggling within the region.

• Domestic Products remained  consistent;  Indonesia  remained 

dominant, and incident occurred in China and Bangladesh. Natural 

Resources was elevated with 40% increase in incidents.
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Statistics:

• Total of 9 IHM incidents in Aug 2025 -  5 were Human 
Trafficking, 2 were routine Irregular Human Migration, 1 was 
Illegal Documentation, and 1 was Human Exploitation.

Comments:

• All 5 Human Trafficking incidents were reported in vicinity 
of the Philippines, where all IHM incidents are routinely 
classified and prosecuted as human trafficking.

• The Human Exploitation incident occurred off ROK, where 
several Indonesian seafarers were being poorly treated 
onboard a South Korean merchant vessel. The ROK Navy 
assisted the seafarers on behalf of the Indonesian Embassy, 
enabling their return home.

• There was a notable increase in incidents this month 
compared to the previous two months. While this aligns with 
historical trends, the rise was sharper than usual. The 
increase was primarily driven by incidents in the Philippines, 
where IHM activity had been relatively low during the middle 
of this year, possibly due to the cessation of adverse weather 
conditions.
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Liquid (MARPOL)

Statistics :

• 1 ENVSEC incident in Aug 2025. This represented a 
significant decreased as compared to the same period in 
2024 (6), and 2023 (0). This month recorded lower incidents 
than previous months.

Maritime Pollution (MARPOL): 1 MARPOL incident, involving 
oil spill.

Maritime Illegal Exploitation: NSTR

Contagion: NSTR

Others: NSTR.

Comments:

• While oil spills continue to be the main contributor to 
MARPOL violations over the years, IFC will closely monitor of 
this incident trend. Notably, regional authorities have 
reportedly been increasingly utilising satellite imagery to 
detect and respond to ENVSEC incidents.
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Comments:
•1 CYBSEC incident in Aug 2025.

• This incident covered multiple reports of GNSS degradation 
and spoofing in vicinity of the Russian port of Nakhodka. The 
degradation led to significant issues with AIS in the region, 
which affected almost one hundred ships attempting to use 
the port during a week in early Aug 2025. It is possible that 
this activity was engineered to allow criminal dark shipping 
activity to occur under the cover of the wider AIS disruption.
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Summary
•There were no reports of Other Incidents taking place this month.
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Late Reported Incidents

Maritime Incidents 8 - - 1 9

Contraband Smuggling 6 1 1 - 8

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 7 - - - 7

Irregular Human Migration 1 1 - - 2

Environmental Security 1 - - - 1

The Information Fusion Centre Monthly Report covers all incidents reported up to, and including, the first working day of the following month.

The table below shows the number of incidents that missed the cutoff date for the previous month's report, or were historic incidents that the IFC had not previously reported.
Please note these incidents are included in the incident count graphs shown in this report.

Category Jul 2025 Jun 2025 Apr 2025 Aug 2024 Grand total

People Involved

119
Vessels Involved

31
Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$460.06M
Reported Kg Weight of Seized Contraband

1.5K

23 2 1 1Grand total 27

Keyboard shortcuts Map data ©2025 1000 km Terms
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1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest 

possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Westbound lane of 

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Belawan and Dumai 

Anchorages in Indonesia, Manila Anchorage in the Philippines, and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed 

Robbery Against Ships in Asia (e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase 

frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, 

CCTV footage capturing the incident should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and 

Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty 

Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg
Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

+65 6594 5734Fax:

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of 

national and international laws, company and other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording 

these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag 

authorities.

IFC Recommendations

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 5 -3

Maritime Incidents 5 -4

Contraband Smuggling 4 -7

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -4

Irregular Human Migration 1 -3

Grand total 17 -22

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore

Number of Incidents
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Maritime Incidents 41 -23

Contraband Smuggling 31 -40

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 18 -8

Irregular Human Migration 7 -1

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 2 -4

Grand total 99 -79

Overview of MARSEC Incidents in South-Eastern Asia
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Maritime Incidents 13 -12

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 11 0

Contraband Smuggling 8 -22

Grand total 32 -36
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Maritime Incidents 13 6

Contraband Smuggling 6 3

Irregular Human Migration 2 -

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 2 -1

Cyber Security 1 -

Environmental Security 1 -2

Grand total 25 9
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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 6 -11

Contraband Smuggling 2 0

Grand total 8 -17
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Maritime Incidents 1,531 -178

Contraband Smuggling 1,292 -221

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 1,176 -90

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 242 45

Irregular Human Migration 177 -128

Environmental Security 79 -5

Cyber Security 71 41

Maritime Terrorism 0 0

Others 0 -3

Grand total 4,568 -539
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Overview of MARSEC Incidents this Year to Date
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-9.6% from previous year

People Involved

29,574
-18.1% from previous year

Reported US$ Value of Seized Goods

$13.42B
44.0% from previous year

South-Eastern Asia 

Southern Asia 

Eastern Asia

Oceania

North America

0 500 1K 1.5K 2K 2.5K 3K

Number of Incidents, and Change from Last Year

https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=0.69551%2C116.736576&z=3&t=m&hl=en-GB&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://www.google.com/intl/en-GB_US/help/terms_maps.html
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifc.org.sg%2F


MONTHLY REPORT

Annex August 2025



Theft, Robbery, and Piracy At Sea (TRAPS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Theft, Robbery and Piracy At Sea (TRAPS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Maritime Incidents (MI)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Maritime Incidents (MI)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Maritime Incidents (MI)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Maritime Incidents (MI)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Maritime Incidents (MI)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Illegal, Unreported, & Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Illegal, Unreported, & Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Illegal, Unreported, & Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Illegal, Unreported, & Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Contraband Smuggling (CS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Contraband Smuggling (CS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Contraband Smuggling (CS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Contraband Smuggling (CS)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Irregular Human Migration (IHM)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Irregular Human Migration (IHM)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Environmental Security (ENVSEC)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Environmental Security (ENVSEC)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Cyber Security (CYBSEC)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



Cyber Security (CYBSEC)

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY



SAFE AND SECURE 

SEAS FOR ALL

Address: 

Email: 
Web:

103 Tanah Merah Coast Road #02-01, Singapore 498750 

information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg 
www.ifc.org.sg

Fax: +65 6594 5734 Telegram: http://bit.ly/Information_Fusion_Centre
Hotline: +65 9626 8965 WhatsApp: https://bit.ly/WhatsApp_IFC

Office: +65 6594 5728 / 5705 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Info_Fusion_Ctr
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