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Overview of MARSEC Incidents in IFC AOI 

(Feb 2023)

Feb 2023
Total

2023

Feb

2022

Feb

2021

Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea 

(TRAPS)
13 21 12 5

Maritime Terrorism (MT) 0 0 0 0

Maritime Incident (MI) 82 182 57 82

Illegal, Unreported & Unregulated 

Fishing (IUUF)
38 71 40 26

Contraband Smuggling (CS) 58 123 48 23

Irregular Human Migration (IHM) 26 41 20 8

Environmental Security (ENVSEC) 8 12 1 2

Cyber Security (CYBSEC) 0 4 1 0

Others 0 0 0 0

Total Number 225 454 179 64
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In Feb 2023, IFC recorded 225 MARSEC incidents which is higher than Feb 2022



Executive Summary

• Theft, Robbery and Piracy at Sea: 8 out of 12 incidents recorded occurred in Singapore Strait with 5 incidents occurring in the Eastern part of 

the Singapore Strait.

• Maritime Incidents: This month recorded a notably higher number of maritime incidents, 82, compared to Feb 2022, 57. The increase in overall 

incident numbers for January and February is mostly due to additional reporting from Philippines, Viet Nam and Indonesia. While this could 

indicate an increase in actual incidents, it is more likely to reflect increased reporting both in the region and by the IFC ILOs.

• Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing: The number of incidents, 38, is notably higher than in Feb 2021, but lower than Feb 2022. 

Majority of the incidents were local incidents that occurred in Malaysian waters without proper documentations.

• Contraband Smuggling: Tobacco smuggling (17) constitutes the highest number of incidents this month. The weight of fuel and tobacco 

smuggled in the AOI this month is the highest since at least January 2022.

• Irregular Human Migration: The number of IHM incidents increased significantly compared to January with a total of 26 incidents. Of note, the 

IFC recorded the lowest number of Sri Lankan Migrants transiting the region since March 2022.

• Cyber Security: There were no reported incidents for this month.



Observations

Statistics

• Total of 13 TRAPS incidents (12 boarding and 1 hijacking),

increasing compared to January (8), higher in comparison to

February 2021 (5), but even compared to February 2022 (12).

• 12 incidents occurred during the Period of Darkness (PoD).

• 11 incidents occurred while ships were underway and 1 at anchor.

Singapore Strait (SS)

• 8 incidents occurred in the SS, all of which being reported to the

local authority. The ships did not require assistance and continued

their voyage to their next destination.

• Most incident occurred in the Eastbound lane of TSS (5).

Malaysia

• 1 incident off Pulau Karimun Kecil involving 1 bulk carrier.

• No injuries inflicted towards crew and no item stolen reported.

Bangladesh

• Hijacking Incident off Kuakata Coast (Bangladesh) involved armed

perpetrators using guns and knives.

• 9 fishermen were stabbed and shot before being thrown into the

sea while 9 others were taken as hostages. The perpetrators looted

the boat before fleeing away.

India

• Sea Robbery Incident off Tamil Nadu (India) involved armed

perpetrators using machetes onboard 4 boats robbing 1 fishing

boat.

• The perpetrators ransacked the boat and stole items before leaving

the boat in damaged condition.

Indonesia

• 1 Sea Theft incident reported at Panjang Island (Batam Waters)

involving 3 perpetrators stealing outboard engines.

• 1 Sea Theft incident reported at Panjang Anchorage with no item

stolen. Both incidents occurred while ships at anchor.

Comments

• Boarding Incidents in Singapore Strait showed significant increase

since recent months due to better sea state since the end of the

Northeast Monsoon season. Of note, there is a noticeable increase

in boardings on bulk carriers this month.

• Sea Robbery incidents which caused death and major injury in

Bangladesh and India were the first case reported in recent years.

Theft, Robbery and Piracy At Sea (TRAPS) 
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Observations

Statistics:

• A total of 82 maritime incidents were reported for the

month of February 2023 which is 44% higher than what

was recorded in February 2022 (57) and 22% higher

during the same period in Feb 2021 (67).

• The largest number of maritime incidents were sunk-

capsized with 37 (45%), followed by adrift with 19 (23%)

and collision- grounding with 13 (16%).

• In terms of location, the highest number of incidents

occurred in the waters of the Indonesia with 21 (26%),

followed by Viet Nam with 16 (20%) and Philippines

with 15 (18%).

• A total of 46 individuals were reported dead or missing

for the month which is lower compared the previous

month (57) and in the same period in 2022 (52). 61 SAR

operations were successfully conducted that led to the

rescue of 1,027 individuals.

Comments:

• For 35% of incidents this month the cause was reported as

bad weather, and most of these were in South East Asia.

This reflects the rough seas in the region due to the

prevailing northeast monsoon.

• The increase in overall incident numbers for January and

February is mostly due to additional reporting from

Philippines, Viet Nam and Indonesia. While this could

indicate an increase in actual incidents, it is more likely to

reflect increased reporting both in the region and by the

IFC ILOs.

Maritime Incidents (MI)

Types of Maritime Incident Monthly Death/ Missing Toll:

Feb: 46

Nr of SAR: 61

Nr of Rescued: 1,027

Number of Maritime Incidents (2021 – 2023) Location of Incidents



Observations

Statistics:

• Total: 38 IUUF incidents were recorded in IFC’s 

AOI in February 2023. This figure is notably lower 

than in February 2022 and higher than February 

2021, whereas lower than January 2023 by 1. 

• Local: 29 local incidents were recorded in February

2023. This figure is lower than in January 2023 by 1. 

• Majority of local incidents occurred in the waters of 

Malaysia and Sri Lanka with 12 incidents (41%) each, 

a total of 3 incidents (10%) were reported in waters of 

South Korea. Both Vietnam and India reported the 

same number of incidents; 1 (4%).

• Poaching: 9 poaching incidents were recorded in 

February 2023. This figure is the same as January

2023.

• The largest proportion of poaching were committed 

by Indonesian FVs with 4 incidents (40%) followed by 

Viet Nam and Malaysia FVs with 2 each (20%), China 

and Myanmar FVs with 1 each (10%). 

Comments:

• The total numbers of IUUF in Feb 2023 is slightly lower 

compared to Jan 2022 and higher compared to 2021. 

Number of Incidents (2021-2023)

Illegal, Unreported & Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)

(Countries shown here represent the location of the vessels involved)
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* Total number of FVs by flag detained in Poaching incidents

- Indonesia : 4 - Vet Nam : 2 – Malaysia : 2 – China : 1 – Myanmar : 1

(Countries shown here represent the flag of the vessels involved)
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* Total number of FVs by flag detained in Local incidents

- Malaysia : 12  - Sri Lanka : 12  - South Korea : 3  - India : 1 -Vietnam : 1
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Observations

Statistics

This month IFC recorded 58 incidents which is lower than the

previous month (65), but higher than the same month in 2022 (48)

and 2021 (23). IFC had 11 late reported incidents for the months

of Jan 23 and Dec 22, mostly involving domestic smuggling.

Drugs (x10)

• Sri Lanka (x4): 2 x Cannabis (172.2kg), 2 x Kendu Leaves

(2,043kg).

• Indonesia (x3): 3 x Meth (524kg), Ecstasy (0.07kg).

• Australia (x2): Cocaine (365kg), Meth (130kg).

• Malaysia(x1): Cannabis (9kg).

Domestic Products (x11): China (x4), Hong Kong(x2), 

Philippines (x2), Taiwan, India and Indonesia.

Tobacco (x17): Philippines(x8), Malaysia(x5), Hong Kong(x3), 

Indonesia, Taiwan, China, and Sri Lanka. 

Fuel (x16): Viet Nam(x8), Philippines(x3), Malaysia(x3), 

Indonesia, China and India.

Wildlife (x1): Viet Nam.

Natural Resources (x5): India(x3), Viet Nam and Indonesia.

Others (x2): Malaysia and Viet Nam.

Comments

• The amount of tobacco smuggling this month (161 ton) is the

highest since at least Jan 2022. The total amount in the first

two months of 2023 (309 ton) is greater than the first seven

months of 2022 combined. This smuggling is centered on

Hong Kong, China and the Philippines.

• Similarly, the amount of fuel smuggled this month (2,500 ton)

is the highest since at least Jan 2022. This comprised of

continued fuel smuggling into Viet Nam, as well as three large

(>580 ton) incidents of smuggling in the Philippines.

• Drugs smuggling is consistent with previous months. The

amount of meth smuggling into Indonesia is the highest since

Sep 2022 (550kg), but that in line with the amounts seen

earlier in 2022.

• This month is the first time the IFC has reported CS incidents

in Australia’s waters, under revised reporting guidelines, and

these involved Cocaine (365kg) and Meth (130kg).

Contraband Smuggling (CS)
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Observations

Statistics:

26 IHM incidents were recorded, comprising of 7 illegal

documentation incidents, 15 human smuggling incidents,

and 3 human trafficking incidents and 1 incident of human

exploitation were recorded. A total of 350 migrants were

transported, trafficked or identified as being exploited

within the IFC AOI.

Observations:

Sri Lanka – February recorded the lowest number of

migrants transiting within the IFC AOI since March

2022. 2 incidents of human smuggling were reported, with

one occurring outside the IFC’s AOI in Reunion. One

incident with a single migrant was reported in Tamil Nadu,

India.

Philippines – In February there were 3 reports of human

trafficking of 31 Filipinos from the southern Philippines to

Malaysia. This is the highest monthly number of

human trafficking incidents the IFC has recorded since

January 2022. In two of the three incidents the trafficked

persons were promised employment in Malaysia.

Malaysia – There were 8 incidents of human smuggling

with the common transit areas of Southern Peninsular

Malaysia and Sabah being targeted. 6 incidents of illegal

documentation were reported, with the majority consisting

of Myanmar and Cambodian crews of fishing vessels in

the vicinity of Penang and Perak.

Rohingya – 3 vessels were reported to have transited to

the region with 176 migrants. This is a slight increase

from the 1 vessel reported in January. Two of the

vessels departed from Bangladesh with the third leaving

from Myanmar. Indonesia and Malaysia were the identified

destination in all incidents.

Irregular Human Migration (IHM)

Nationality/Ethnicity of Migrants
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RELEASEABLE TO 

OPCEN

Observations

Statistics:

• 7 Environment Security incidents were reported in

February 2023. This figure is higher than in

January 2022 by 3.

• Maritime Pollution: 1 Solid incident and

5 Liquid incidents.

• Maritime Illegal Exploitation: 1 Maritime Illegal

Exploitation.

• Contagion: NSTR

• Others: 1 Others incident.

Comments:

• In February 2023, one OTHERS incident and one

MIE were reported in IFC AOI. Others incident

involves a dredger, dredging mud off Dahu Island

in China that affected marine ecology. One MIE

incident involves 2 dredgers conducting Sand

Mining in Can Gio district Ho Chi Min, Vietnam.

Environment Security (ENVSEC)
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IFC Recommendations

The IFC advises:

1. All mariners to report any maritime security incidents timely to the nearest coastal state and inform the IFC at the earliest possible time.

2. All mariners are strongly recommended to be vigilant, in particularly when operating in IFC identified hotspots (Belawan Anchorage in Indonesia , Eastbound lane of

Traffic Separation Scheme in Singapore Strait, Jakarta Port in Indonesia and Chittagong Outer Anchorage in Bangladesh).

3. All mariners are advised to adopt Ship Protection Measures recommended in the Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia

(e.g., illuminating the accommodation block and poop deck, deploying sentries and increase frequency of security rounds).

4. All mariners to take note on the description of the perpetrators and to take photos of the perpetrators if possible. Where available, CCTV footage capturing the incident

should be provided to the coastal state authorities for follow-on investigation.

5. All mariners are advised to participate in IFC Voluntary Community Reporting (VCR) as depicted in MARSEC Chart Q6112 and Q6113. In case of any doubt, incident

at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the IFC Duty Officer:

Email: information_fusion_centre@defence.gov.sg

Tel: +65 9626 8965 (Hotline)

+65 6594 5728 (Office)

Fax: +65 6594 5734

The IFC seeks your observations in the course of your normal business. The IFC would like to remind mariners to be mindful of national and international laws, company and

other policy requirements and also health and safety obligations, whilst recording these observations. The reporting of such events to IFC does not absolve you of your

obligations towards coastal/ port/ flag authorities.

RELEASEABLE TO MARITIME INDUSTRY
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