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ITOPF

BACKGROUND

1970-1980
®

1968: The International Tanker
Owners Pollution Federation is
founded to administer the TOVALOP

Today ITOPF’s members and
associates represent 90% of
all ocean going tonnage

1990-2000

ITOPF develops its technical
services through attendance of
numerous large tanker incidents

Main Function

Technical advice on effective
response to spills of oil,

chemicals and other substances
in the marine environment.

ITOPF’s services formally
extended to other types of ships

Primarily funded by the
global shipping industry
(annual fee), operating on
a non-for profit basis.
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ITOPF

STATISTICS

Attended Spills 1970 - 2020




X-PRESS
PEARL

Sri Lanka
May 20th 2021










Vessel:

GT:

Location:

Oil onboard:
Containers on board:
DG Containers:

Containers with plastics:

Containership X-PRESS PEARL

30,911

Port of Colombo Anchorage, Sri Lanka
320 MT LSHFO

1,486

81

422

Timeline
20.05.21
25.05.21
02.06.21

Fire breaks out
Fire becomes out of hand and crew are evacuated
Vessel sinks



DG Containers: 81
DG Substances: 15

Nitric Acid Vapours

Vinyl Acetate Methanol



Review and exercise HNS Contingency Plans

Processing and distribution of documents
Contacts for risk assessment
Modelling



FALLEN DEBRIS




PLASTICS / NURDLES



PLASTICS / NURDLES

HIGHLY MOBILE

DYNAMIC CLEANUP

UNKNOWN ENYV.
CONSEQUENCES




ECONOMIC SECURITY

Shipping incidents can have potential
implications for the fisheries and tourism
sector

Well co-ordinated, timely response can limit
overall impacts, especially for nurdles
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