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1 9 9 0 - 2 0 0 0

ITOPF’s services formally 
extended to other types of ships

1 9 7 0 - 1 9 8 0

ITOPF develops its technical 
services through attendance of 

numerous large tanker incidents

ITOPF
B A C K G R O U N D

1968: The International Tanker 
Owners Pollution Federation is 

founded to administer the TOVALOP

Technical advice on effective 
response to spills of oil, 
chemicals and other substances
in the marine environment.

Primarily funded by the
global shipping industry
(annual fee), operating on
a non-for profit basis.

Today ITOPF’s members and 
associates represent 90% of 
all ocean going tonnage

M a i n  F u n c t i o n



SPILL RESPONSE COMMUNITY 
& STAKEHOLDERS

TECHNICAL ADVICE

ITOPF’S SHIPOWNER MEMBERS 
& ASSOCIATES

FUNDING

ITOPF
B A C K G R O U N D



41 18
ITOPF STAFF RESPONDERS

+44 (0)20 7566 6998. 
(Please do not email for an emergency situation)

Multi-lingual
Fluency in English,

Spanish, French, Japanese 
Portuguese, 
Mandarin…

Multi-skilled 
Biologists, Chemists, 

Environmental
Scientists, Geologists, 

Engineers

724 5
TECHNICAL  

SERVICES  

ITOPF
B A C K G R O U N D

L O N D O N

S I N G A P O R E



IT O P F ’S  A IM:  

5
TECHNICAL  

SERVICES  



M I N E R A L  &  V E G E T A B L E  O I L S

C H E M I C A L S

5
TECHNICAL  

SERVICES  

IT O P F ’S  REMIT :  

O T H E R  S U B S T A N C E S  C A R R I E D  B Y  S H I P S   



Attended Spills 1970 - 2020

S T A T I S T I C S
I T O P F

> 8 0 0
i n c i d e n t s

i n  1 0 0
c o u n t r i e s 2 0 - 3 0

s p i l l s / y r

A v g .



X-PRESS
PEARL
Sri Lanka
May 20th 2021








Timeline
20.05.21 Fire breaks out 
25.05.21 Fire becomes out of hand and crew are evacuated
02.06.21 Vessel sinks

Vessel: Containership X-PRESS PEARL  
GT: 30,911
Location: Port of Colombo Anchorage, Sri Lanka
Oil onboard: 320 MT LSHFO
Containers on board: 1,486
DG Containers: 81
Containers with plastics: 422

INCIDENT 
OVERVIEW



HNS

DG Containers: 81

DG Substances: 15

Nitric Acid Vapours

Vinyl Acetate Methanol

(All models for 15 min exposure limits at < 10m above MSL)



HNS

Rev i ew an d ex erc i se  H NS C o n t i ngency P l an s

P ro ces s in g an d d i s tr i bu ti on o f  do cu men ts
C o n tacts  f o r  r i s k  as s essment
Mo del l ing



FALLEN DEBRIS



PLASTICS / NURDLES



H I G H L Y  M O B I L E

D Y N A M I C  C L E A N U P

U N K N O W N  E N V .  
C O N S E Q U E N C E S

PLASTICS / NURDLES



ECONOMIC SECURITY

Sh i ppi n g i n c i dents  can  h av e  po ten t i a l  
i mpl i cat i ons  f o r  th e  f i s h er ies  an d to u r i sm 
s ecto r

W el l  co -o rdi n ated,  t i mel y  res po n se can  l i mi t
o v eral l  i mpacts ,  es peci a l ly  f o r  n u rdl es  



T H A N K  
Y O U
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