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Overview
• Push and Pull Factors


• Vulnerable Maritime Routes


• Maritime Drug Trafficking


• Irregular Human Migration


• Enforcement Challenges


• The Golden Key: Information 
Sharing



Push and Pull Factors
PUSH PULL

Domestic Instability / Disparity / Inequality Vast and complex maritime zones - 

exploitation of coastal features

Requirement for Survival / Livelihood Appeal of rising demand: pursuit of better life / 
affordable drug prices

Increasing interconnectivity between perpetrator 
and ‘consumer’ COVID-19 Pandemic

Established trafficking / movement networks Low enforcement and monitoring levels



Vulnerable Maritime Routes



Maritime Drug Trafficking
• Maritime states are vulnerable to drug 

trafficking from all angles and entry points. 


• Type of vessels: local fishing vessels, 
motorbancas, luxury yachts, 


• Common/emerging methodologies: 

• pick and drop method, 

• ship to ship transfer. 

• Underwater operations?

• Modified vessels


• Annual volume of seized drugs is estimated 
to overtake or reach similar levels as the 
volume of drugs seized the year before.



Irregular Human Migration
• No universally accepted definition. Defined as 

“movement that takes place outside the 
regulatory norms of the sending, transit, and 
receiving country” (IOM, 2011)


• Often a symptom of greater inequalities taking 
place in the sending country.


• Can be linked to other transnational crimes 
such as human smuggling, illegal fishing, or 
even drug trafficking


• Lack of reliable data make estimating the 
volume of irregular migration very difficult to 
assess



Enforcement Challenges

Limited patrolling assets

High traffic volumes

Whac-a-mole

Balancing coastal welfare

Lack of actionable information

Low monitoring capabilities



The Golden Key: Information Sharing
• Existing international cooperation provides the strong foundation for further 

advancing regional coordination and information sharing


• Effective regional cooperation is premised on robust national coordination


• Formula for greater operational coordination; 

Information 
Sharing

Best Practices 
& Experiences

Increased 
mutual trust

Strengthened  
Complementary 

Policy Frameworks 
& Operational 
Coordination

+ + =Shared 
perception



MTR-SEA Regional Plenary & DMX



MTR-SEA Modalities
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